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No. i. 


To Satjmbl Chaetbus, Esq., 

President, and Members 'ef 

th ‘ Committee of Kevenue, Calcutta. 

Stlhet : 

ith January 17S6. 

Oe^^tlimkn, 

There boinp no brie k building in this place as a ) laoe oi* jW‘(Minty for Balldln^a. 
debtors or criminals, T request your permission to liuild a jail for the use of 
the Adawlut and Phogidary Court Matfrials being ehe ip, 1 only ostimate 
the ex pence at sixt^a hundred rupees. The straw hoires in which the 
prisoners were confined, being lately bumed down, 1 take the opportunity of 
troubling you on the subject. 

I have, etc., 

B. Lindsay, 


No. 2. 


To THE Hon'ble John Macfheeson, Esq., 

Governor General, and 

Members of the Board of Ordnance, 


Fort W^illiam. 


Syluet : 


7 / h JaniADij 1786 . 

Hon’dlb B'ti >iND Gentlemen, 

The hill people in this neighbourhood having lately shown an inclination 
to be troublesome, I beg leave to request that you will oreb r me a supply of 
I «ix barrels of gunpowder and one hundred and lifty stands rf n. w arms, for 
I which 1 hold myself immediately responsible. Upon a I’ornur occasion, J 
indented for 100 stands, but those sent mo up were quite old and worn out, 
and, although they had undergone a repair, I found them almost uasorvice- 
able, which is the cause of my troubling you at present. 


I have, etc., 
K, Lindsay. 



2 


SYLHET DISTRICT RECORDS. 


No. 8. 

CiEorL\u. 

'io TiiE I'on’di.I!. Pi^BJ.Rr Lindsay, 

Col ector of Sylhet. Revenue Committee, 

Calc utta ; 

^rd January 1780. 

^ ii{, 

A«(*onij)iinyiiig we tran*;m.t you a copy of Hcj^ula' ions passed by the 
Coiioft T n t (iovtriuir Gtneril and Connc'd lo which wt* de<ire you will pay the 

^GeiUioii, particularly to the hrst, fourth, fifth, sixth autl niutli 

•anlk balaiti'PH. ai tides 

llavinj? received the most pe-etnj t<»ry ordois from the Hon’ble Board to 
previ nt any halauio of cabh in the hands of the Collectors of Rev'cnue af'-.cr 
salisf\ tlie TK‘ee^h!ry demunds of the Troops, we direct y»>n to remit 
pniKluul'y at tin* end of each nnuth whatever halance of cash shall be in your 
Ti» usury. As tin* 11 on 'hie Hoard has I cett pleased to order that in future 
llie ndar-* shall he paid I heir moshaira in jtupor, wi* desire you will inform 
McmiHiru :> 111 ! / e n ill liii 0 eut tied to uioshaira m your distiict of tliis order to be 

iiiltrced from the fir^t of May next. 

The zeuun ars will in consccpience of the above llegulations jiay up 
tl eir iCvenuo. 

Wc are, etc., 

Wm. Cowpbr. 

Thob. Graham. 

J. Evblyn. 

No. 4. 

To Tin Hon’le Roi ibt Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhot. 

Fort Will* am : 

4th January ] 78ft. 

b]K 

I am directed by the A ecoimtant General to the Revenue Department to 
A'^'o-aut- r tl rn yon yoiir (ieiicral Treasury and Jumnia Wassil Bawkc*e Accounts for 
1 lid Honyal stile, and to reipiest that yon will transmit in lieu thereof, in 
Kr}rli.-.h and Persian, as soon as you possibly ean, the following : — 

Janinia Wassil Hawkee for the last Perguunatty year. 

G noral Ti-easury Account from 3hth April 17S4 to the 1st May 1785 
a<‘com)>aiiied by a Treasury account from that period to the SOth September 
W1 lowing, or end of the Fergunnutty year. 
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Andj afi your ftlieralion of the fltile acrro^ablo to which yonr accouiit« arc 
kc]>t at tho.Piesidency j>rt'clude8 an exainitiatioi) of them with the (jeurral 
Account of the Kevonno Department » I am further directed to request you 
will transmit account ^ for each year In the 'ihovo mentioned form, from tli(‘ 
time of that alteration having taken place. 

I am, etc., 

J. E. Hi-EINOTOM, 

D. A, Jt. J). 


*• FawjJari. 


^ CiucrLAU. 

To THE IJON'bLE lloBRHT LlNDSAT, 

Colloi’tor of Sylhet. KhaL‘«ah : 

January ]5^A, 1786. 

Sir, 

I am dirccled by Iho Hon^hle Governor General to inform you thut if at 
any tinit' you Kliould find it neceBBiirv^ to quit your station, it is his jde.oure «onejo, 
that you should in future .sdclresfl the President, as Actinj^ President of tlic 
Comniittoo, for permission to do so, and tliat all applications foi leave to resifijn 
the service are to be made through the channel of the Commitiee. 

I am, etc., 

Wm. COiYPEH. 


No. G. 


To THE Hon'blb Robebt Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylbot. RhvbnT’b Dbpabtmej^t, 


!Sib, 


Fobt William : 
nth January 1786. 
[Received 6(h Pebraary.] 


I am directed hy the Hon’h’c the Governor General and Counoil to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter to them of the 4th of October* last 
with Its enclosures, and to transmit to you the acoompanying publication, 
which y u are desired to make ; when if no objections should be nicoivcd, the 
Board will oidor a eunimd to bo prepared in favour of Goarburry ^ing. 


I am, etc., 


H. Webbib, 


Secretary, 
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Arroonts. 


No. 7 . 

To THB Hcb'ble Robebt Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Fort William : 


January 1786. 
Sir, 

As tbo kte arrival of the mofassil aoonunts at the Presidency prevents a 
regular compliance with the Hon^ble Board's orders fixing the })criodB of my 
furnishing the Accountant General with a quick stock Account of the Revenue 
Department, I beg leave to request that you will observe the utmost punc- 
tuality in transmitting 3 'our monthly accounts to the Committee of Revenue 
accompanied bv every voucher, as soon attor the close of each month as 
the time required for drawing them out will admit, which space, I should 
ooDceive, cannot possibly ex<‘eed f )ur days. 

1 am, etc., 

R. Johnson, 

Aeoonpt* GenL JDcpt. 


No. 8. 


To RicriARD Johnson, Esq., 

Accountant General, Revenue Department. SylhiiT : 

February 2 , 17S6, 
Sir, 

Agreeable to the Regulation of the Hon'blc Governor General and Council, 
dated 20th Decemlier 1785, 1 now beg leave to enclose you a bill for my 
own allowances for January amounting to S. A. Rs. 1,864 3 8 

My Assistants^ bill for ... „ 565 7 11 

The Assistant Surgeon's bill ... „ 800 0 0 

2,229 11 7 


For which amount I request you will transmit me the Treasury orders. 


1 am> eto.| 

[R. Lindsay.] 



BvrrriRfp nTftTii.irT Mnnnns. 
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No. 9. 

To Samvbl Chaktfhs, Esq , 

Fresidontj and of tbo Committee of 

Keyenue, Fort William 

Stlh£t • 

Alh February 1780. 

OXNTI EtfXN, 

The Lunjxlah pergfunnab under S^lhet is divided into two tuppalis^ Outre- LoagUih 
bau^ and ibitkcnbaii^^, and it tippiars hy the uiipfimil tiiksecni pai>ei8 that 
the Remind ir ol uicli livision are entitled and arc in poswoKRion of nesuJy an 
equal proporlion ot Hnd IJii* jiiniina ot the whole pei^unnah is }5'iJ,00(> 
cawns, ol wh f h Ontiehauaf tup))ah pays tit,(100 and the l)u( konhaiif> 

8 000 The rcaso > ns-igncd for this uiicqml assessment is this. The 
Outrebauij tnppah, being adjoining to the iiiountains, tin Z mindars formerly 
pail a salaiTiK to tin (luvcinment oi 12,000 caniia annually foi the pnviledgc 
of catthing (lepluint-. in such >ai.is when they j loved foitunab* in the peisuifc. 

Kh pliaiils b no h»nger dem iiKie 1 tn m tlum, the Zeniindiis, iristtad of 
hunting, an obliged to depnid upon fin fultivition <f thou Ian Is for Mie 
pa) ment of tin il,'i0 ) eiwns, which is lar iiion thin they t in pi^ssihly alloid 
to I a> , tlnmgb the ]H.rguimih IS fall) tqabU ol doing it i> an iqiiiil asstss- 
lutni IS mai< 

In Iht ('nolosed sr/c< the Outrnbiug 7( iniiidarB petition that the pergunnah 
may lu ineasuicd, and both tupp ihs c cpii assessed As then complaint u 
well founded, 1 riqikst your pcnnissicui to cur^ the same into ex cution. 

1 am, eto., 

R Lindsat. 

No. 10. 

CiRCULlB. 

To THE Hon^hle Bodfxt Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. REVHNtm CoMMlTTHE^ 

CAtouTTA : 

February 1786. 

Sm, 

We dimt that in future your Towjee Account be accompanied with t 
paxticular list of all parts delivered to you on account of revenue specifying 
the nainea of the shrolEB by whom they are granted and the dates when pay< 
ablei and also the names cS the renters from whom they are received. 

We are, etc., 

WiC. COWFXB. 

Thos. Gkahav. 

JT. EvaLTH. 
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Aoeonato 


No. 11. 

To THE HoM^BLB RoBSftT Llin>SAT, 
Collector of Silhet. 


Foet William : 


Sir, 


The February 1786. 


I am directed by the Aceomptant General to the Revenue Department 
to return yon i he bills incloBcd in your letter to him of the 2nd instant 
and to request you will transmit them to your Agent in C'alcuttB| with in- 
structions to apply for the necessary oertifiocites at this office. 

A\'ith respect to the bill of Mr. W. Davidson no allowance for an 
Assistant Sutgeon appears inserted in the charges of your establishment, nor 
is his pay charged in your monthly aocouats. 

I am, etc., 

J, E. HAniKGTfjN, 


B, A. R, D, 


No. 12. 

To William Cowper, Esq , 

Acting President, and Committee of Revenue. 

Fort William ; 

17 U February 1786. 

Oentlsubm, 

I havo been favored writb your Secretary's letter of tho 0th instant, 
accompanied by two copies of lotti^r^, from the Chief of Dacca and Collector 
of Sylhet, with the accounts therein enclosed, from which lett-ers I havo 
abstracted suc'b articles as those Gentlemen have set against the balances 
due from tbem^ account annual remittances of cowries, and request to know 
bow far they uro to bo considered admiBsablo, that the ueocs&ury entries 
may be made thereof upon the books of tho Revonue Department. 

CHIEf OF DaCOA Eeoaftrke. 

Isi. Bilhdt hj godown rent oontingent oherges, 
year iW. tieryRnta* wages, eta, MarfiU 

Djaram, etc , CSawns 7fi^ 0 15 or 1,713 3 2 

im Ditto. By Kenal Eissin „ 3,913 10 0 or 1,915 5 10 1 

— • 3C,288 8 19 8 

USD '>i'cto. By Netty, eto, „ 9,041 7 5 or 1,948 1 15 

1190 Ditto, By Sorry Kisseo „ 17,953 15 0 or 2,868 4 0 

— 5,801 5 15 


Lest on the sale of 
cownoi and batta. 
Ditto on dfts. 


9.429 14 14 8 

5,584 4A9 

1 422 

— .1 — ■— 5,580 2 18 S 


Bs. 15,016 1 13 1 
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11S7 Amount of » bill dmwa hf Ut l^tSS S 16 I 
Jl indiMy or Kettnonrain , tba 
aamo wa« rotnmod protoatM to 
tbe formor 

1180 Merfat Soroonrhnnd 2i609 1 11 0 

Amooint of llill* of Ftohnago ro- &,160 6 4 0 
coived by hum ond not orodltod 
ou tho noconut 

Ditto Amoant of tfowclofl nnnocoanted by 8 807 13 10 

him 


Ditto by ditto 

Amonnt Jemtnoh Nelly etc , 
leenlloorH to tbo end of 1190 S yenr 



Bfmnrks. 

I do not And tbnt 
Mr Llndnnj hM 
•▼w giron orn- 
dit for tliii tuae 

In Mplnan^lon of 
tho nmoant of 
the debt dno 
from Sorofip 
ohiind, 1 iMg 

lenro to refer the 
Committee to tbo 
lettor from ibe 
Chief of Dnooa 
nooompanylnff hie 
nocounte, end M- 
qnoet to know if 
any and what part 
bo ooneidorou re 
corerable. 


Aminiii Tomtneh Iffeallore to tho 
ond of llHd S year 


1420 % 4 T 

^ 14.015 5 9 8 

Ka 04 d >0 l/lO 


0<n T FOl OB OF dTLHET 
IhI lliU of 1 tob inKO drawn by tho Com 
mittoo upon tho ( oUictor m faror of 
Sheik roreomollah 


To liebnrsomontu et Dacca and Fnaufn 
Willium Troop H travellinff ohu-poe 
Irom Caloutta to SilheL lu Nuvoiubei. 
8 d 

Hie pay etc allowances by permission from 
the 1st No^om>t.T 81 to tho tOth Soplnia- 
ber 178 » one year and 11 months < ji Us 
261 p in 

I c the *^urgoon s travolbng ohargos from 
C aUutta 

Hia pi> fiom t'*»lBt Jiuiuary 1784 to the 
* th '^(.ptembor 8 j one year 9uimtha 
(Si Be p m 


8 1 o nnaroidablo wastafro being stole upon 
tbo passuffe down broken cownestand 
other defl< lenttes which oannot bo 
prerented pox cent npon 15,10,000 

oawne <Sl por Ke 

4 lo tho ostahluhment of the Dewanny 
Adawlot of Silhet from the let of 
Aognet 1784 to the 30th September 85 
(§l 87^Ba Be pm 
To the Fanedaxry Betabliehment under 
Magietrate fbt tho above penod @ 
m 


8a Be 1 000 This bill was dobltod to tho Colleo 
tor of Silhet in Angast 1781 and 
^nns no part of the oownee to 
Dacca, therefore ought not to hare 
been set against them 

„ 246 The Collector shonld bo oalled npen 

to explain by whnt authority ibeso 
clinrgoH arc made and sot agumst his 
r»m%tlutt(T$ to Dacca 


0,001 

TOO 


0,300 


Es l’,849 


0,565 4 


6,808 r*d# remarks upon 2fcd artlole 


8389 
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r>. Differenoe between the eetimated ex- 
ohange of cowriee at tlio Khalaaand 
the luitual price paid for them at Silh^, 
boiiig a loBH to the Company on their 
former yalnation per 1 cawu, . 1 
pan, U gundahe. 


Tho Oolleotor in hie aooonnt remaxh 
that the amonnt ol oowriee pnroha^ 
ed by him of Gorenunent at rate 
of 5 oawne 12 pane per ite. Ue. on 

tho terme proposed by Deroeio 

to the Committee on 29th September 
178.') and afterwards accepted of Michael 
from him 1 request therefore to 
bo infonned if tho zeyennes of Sylhet 
are in future to be oalculatod at this 
rntd upon the books of the Ueyeuue 
Department. 

1 am, etc.,* 

R. Johnson, 

Gcmral, Revenue Department. 


Accountant 


Orduanoo 


No. 13. 


To THE Hon’ble R, Lindsay, 

Chief of Sylhet. 

OuDNANCB OfPJCE : 

Fdrtiar^ 1780 . 

[Roc<*iveJ 19th March J 

SlE, 

Yolir letter ot the 4th ultimo has been received and submitted for the 
approbation of the Hoard of Ordnance, who have been pleased to grant you the 
pounder together vrith 150 stand# of repaired arms, which will be fdelivered to 
your order, on application being made to the Commissaiy of Stores. 


1 am, etc., 

F&ancis Humfsbisyb^ 

Secfetar$f of Ofd%%%€o^ 


No. 14. 

ClRCULAB. 


To THE Hon'ble Robert Lindsay, 


Collector of Sylhet. 


Betenoi CoMMirm, Caioctta, 
Fehruarf 1786. 


Sir, 

We’think it necesBnry to acquaint yoa that the^Gowernor Generil and 
Council of Bevenue have been pleased to appoint Mr. William Cow(>er Presi- 
dent of the Committee, and that Mr. John Mackenzie has succeeded to a full 
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Feat and voice in oonseqnonce o£ the rcei^iation of Mr, Charters, We have 
further to aequaint you that the Board have appointed Mr. Richard Johnaon 
a member of our Committee. 

We are, etc., 

Wk. Cowi?Ek. 

Tnoe. Gbaiiait. 

JonB Macrehzib. 

It. JonNSox. 


No. 15. 


To THE Hon'fik Hodebt Lirdfat, 
Collector of Sylhet. 


ReVENTHD CouMTlTBa: 


CALCtfTTA ; 


Sib 


^th Afarth 1786. 


We have received your letter and enclosaree of the 15th November laet 
and have to require your particular attention to the iollowin^ ordera : — 


Collector of Stlhet. Rb. 
fylhet year 1187, amount of 
a bill drawn by Mr, Lind- 
eay on Kirtunarain, the 
same was returned protest- 
ed to the former ... 1,268 2 16 2 

let. A bill of exchange drawn 
by the Committee upon 
the Collector in favor of 
Sbeiok Corremullah^ Sicoa 1,000 


2ikd. To disbureemente at 
Dacca, viz.f Enaign Wil- 
liam Troop^e travelling 
chargea, from Calcutta to 
Sylhet in November 1783 24-6 

Hifl pa^ and allowances by 
permisfion from the 1st 
November 17S3f to SOth 
Se’ttember 1785, I year 
and 11 months at Rb. 261 
per month ••• 6,003 


Obdbbb. 

Ab it appears tho Collector 
has never given the Chief of 
D.'tcea credit for this sum, 
ordered that he be ealled 
upon for an explanation. 

This bill was debited by the 
Collector in August i788, 
and forms no part of hie 
remittances to Daooa, and, 
therefore, ought not to kava 
been set against them. 

Ordered that the Collector 4 I 0 
expUin by what authority 
the charges are made and set 
against hie remittances to 
Dacca. 


6,249 
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i^rd. The Surgeon's travelling chargee Re. 

from Calcutta ... ... 300 

His pay from the let January 1784 

to the dOlh September 1785, 1 

year and 9 monthe at Ri. 300 per 
month ... ... 6,300 


12,849 


4th. To the Establibhment of the Vide remark upon second 

DaiTaDy Adairlnt of Sylhet from article, 

the let August 1784 to the 30th 
September 1789, at 27289 Rs. 
per month ... ... 3,808 

To the Eougedary Establishment 
under the Magistrate for the above 
period at Rs. 242 per month ••• 3,388 

7,196 


We are, 

W. CoWPER. 

T. Gbauam. 

John Mackenzie. 

EAd. 

J. B. B. 

AsssaS. 


No. 16 (A). 

Cl&CULAlt. 


To THE Hon'ot.e Robebt Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


SlE, 


Revenue Committee, Calcctta: 
ZnJ Match 1736. 


Accompanying 1 transmit you an extract of the proceedings of the 
Hoo^ble Governor General and Svoret Board of Inspection to which thii 
Committee request your attention. 

I am, etc., 

J^o. Scott, 

Secretary. 
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Ekolosuais. 

Ejrtfact from the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council in tkeir 
Secret Department of Inspection^ ^'lud January 1786. 

The oUow'ancoB granted to Company’s servants who arc assiKtanlR t'' 
Revenue Chiefs and ColKctors varying m th** several amounts, which were in i 
formerly iuteiidel t*> cxcei'd K« viutt per mensem rosiH^otivoly-, it is orders i that 
the monthly allowances granted to all auch BSci^tants be fixed at this sum. 

A true extract. 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Secretary, 

A true i xtraci . 

JSO, SfOlT, 

Secretary, 


No, IB 

(Receirod 4th Maroh 17B6.) 

To THB Richt Hou^ble Sir Charles Exel Cornwallis, 

Governor Gtaeral, 

and Members of the Supreme Council 
at Tort William in Bengal. 

The humble petition of Modeel and Ram Chander 

aud Dui'gopersaud, Talookdars. porgnsnah of Roy doom*— 


Meet humbly aheweth— 

That your Petitioners most humbly beg leave to prosont anfo your Boydoo 
Lordship that one Moodonarain Cboudary of the pergunnah Roydoom , who with* 
out lawful («*?.) or reasonable cause taken a large inoreiie of jumma from 
your Petitioners without any objection. Your Petitioners think he sba I bo 
ruined* and di''graoed, and the pergunnah will not remain in cultivation. 

The arrear that is duo from your Petitioners, the said Moodonarain Choiidary, 
does not compel to pay and contrary the said Moodonarain Choudary 

UD ju41y your Petitieners' estate and effects are going to be spoiled, and 

one has been unjustly ruined to this day in the pergunnah. Your. Petitioner 
hopes the joitice may be done him. 

Therefore, your Petitioner most humbly pray that Your Lordship wiT be 
pleased to take your Petitioner’s case into serious consideration, and examine 

osage and cu^tfimary country, and your Petitioner further 

sheweth unto your Lordship so gracious as to grant a perwannah 

or pernuBBion to ... ... M the Mr. Wi.uam Hyndman to examinj this 

affsT. 


[PortioB of Leaf hM bora broken offd 
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KftO'Jnffoai. 


No. 17. 


To tHB Hon'dlb Roxusbt Linosat. 


CAiCUm : 

Uih March 1786* 


8ir, 

The Committee of Revenue having called upon me to veport ‘ upon the 
state of the Canongoey' office, 1 have aent circular perwannahs to all the Canon- 
goes requiring a list of the records, etc., eto. I request your assistance to 
carry the orders of the Committee into execution in your district. 

1 am, etc., 

J. D. PATxssoir, 
RegUirart Canongoes* Office. 


No. 18. 

(iBeetived 23rd March 1786.) 

To TBB Riobt Hon'blb Cbaulbs £abl Cobnwallis, 

Governor General, etc., etc. 

The humble Petition of Mahomed Walloy 
of Zilah Sylbet — 

Humble sheweth— 

That your Petitioner is due to receive the sum of odd hundred rupees on 
account of a decree from Noor Khawn and Zemindars of the above Zilah and 
(he pergunnah Kboordia, but the said Zemindars forcibly never pay the money 
to your petitioner. He is much distresisd for want of cash. 

Therefore your petitioner mo&t humbly prays that a letter may be issued 
upon Mr. Holman and Mr. the oollsctor of the aforesaid Zilah, that 

they may send for the above Zemindars and make them to pay the money to 
your Petitioner which is due to him from them on account of Docree. 

Your petitioner, as in duty bounds shall svOr pray. 


No. 19. 

To THI> HoN'Btn RoBBBT I4IKDSAT, 

Collector of Sylbet. 


, CiLCtrtTA 
im Match 1786. 


Sin, 

1 am directed by the President and Committee e>i Revenue to trans- 
mit you the enclosed copy of an extract from a letter from the l^retaiy to 
the Uon^ble Ro^rd for your information and guidance. . 

. I am, etc., 

Jvo. Soon, 


Seereiary, 


• ByadmiA and LftsdiSf . 
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Enolosurb. 

Exiraci of a letter from the Secretary to the Eon^hle Boatd^ dated 10<A 

March 1786. 

I am liKewUB to inform you that tbo Board has maile it a General Repw- Coli«otoT8 
1a1 ion 1 hat every Ciiicf or Coll otor of Be^euue, whose collections shnll fall arrewB* 
in arrears, he immediately callea upon by you for a state of hiu actual collec- 
tions up to tlie latent period, with lua reasons for any arroarn that may exist 
tlieu'in : whereupon, if the roa^^ons assigned shall uot ap]HMir to you fully 
satisfactory, you arc diioctul and roquir^, without any pr vioug communi- 
eation with the Board, to recall each ChidP or Collector to the Presidency ; 
taking at the Fame time the necessary precautions for securing the revenues j 
and, on the an fval of party at tho Presidency, you are to report the case at 
large to ^hc Board and wait their orders. 

Kevenue Committcei 
A tiue ex.traot. 

Jas. SroTnswooDB, 

Secretary, 


No. 20. 

To TH» Hon'blb .NTr. Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Rbvbnub Committbb : 

13M March i7H6. 

Sib, 

I am directed by the President and Members of the Committee of Revenue 
to return you the enclosed |)etitioa, which accompanied your letter of 4tfai 
September, and request you Will conform to the Regulations in traiasmitting 
it accompanied by translation. 

I am, etc*, 

John Scott, 


No 21. 

ClBODLAB. 

To THB HON^Btil ROBilit LkiOBAt, 

Sylhet* 


•m. 


ReTBBOB doMMmiB, 

Caloosta : 

Sfrf AfHl 1786. 


me Beeret Depenment of Iiuipeotioii and desire you will inquire and report 
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to ufi what (]uantifcy of waste grouad in yonr district can be appropriated to 
the service ordered by the Board. 

We are, etc, 

Wm. Cowpsr. 

Thos. Gbaraic. 

John Mackbnzib. 

R. JORNBOK. 


Ekclosube. 


To William Cowpeb, Esq., 
President, and Committee 
of Revenue, 


Council Chambeb, 
Seobet Department op Inspection ; 


29/4 March 1786. 


Gentj.bmen, 

p , The lIon'Mo Governor General and Council having thought proper to 

(wantM " *of resolve on .the two independent regimemts at llamgur and Chittagong, 
waito Unda. and on relueing nine Jemadars from each regiment of sepovs, they have 
further agreed that the native commissioned and non-eommirsioned officers 
reduced by these resolutions shall have waste lands allotted to^ them in such 
proportions as were allowed in tho Bangui pore district to invalid officers, 
viz, \ — 


To a Soubahdar 
„ Jemadar 
„ Havildar 
„ Naick 


... 200 begas. 


... 100 

... 60 

... 60 


>» 

}9 


These lands are not to be resumed on tho death of the commissioned or 
non-commissionod officers, but it is to bo left to the option of his family whether 
n perpetual grant of them at a moderate fixed rent to bo fixed by the Collector. 

The following is tho number of the commissioned and non-commssionod 
officers for which waste lands are to be provided 


Chittagong Regiment. 
10 Subhadars. 

20 Jemadars. 

40 Havildars. 

40 Kaicks. 


Ramgur Regiment, 
10 Subhadars. 

20 Jemadars. 

40 Havildars. 

40 Naicks. 


Besides 270 Jemadars reduced from the regiments of sepoys. 

It is the Board's pleasure that you report to them^ what waste lands can 
be most oonveniently allotted to the Boveral descriptions of native officers. 
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With ro^pect to thorn of tho Bamffur and Chittagong regimont», waste lands 
are to be granted to them as near as is possible to the atatioos to which they 
have been respectively attaclied. 

I have, ete., 

E. IlAl, 

Secretary. 


Eevcniie Committee. 


A true copy. 

JAS. SpO’ TISWOODE, 

Sub-Seer etiifV. 


No. 22. 

CliiOULiB. 

Fort William. 

Uh April 1786. 

Sib, 

I am directed by th^ Aocoraptant General to the Revenue Department to 
request that you will debit your Treasury Account for this month to Iho head 
oL* General Books of the Bevonuu Department '' for the amount of th(‘ allow- 
ances on your Kstablishment to bo issued on ccrtilicatoi from Ist January to 
the end of March 1780 ; enumerating the particulars of the allowances and 
names of the fK3rsons entitled to receive them ; crediting your accounc for 
these charges in like manner as if they had lx on discharged in money : which 
Regulation you will be pleased to observe in future in drawing out your monthly 
accounts^ which should include the allowances of each preceding month. ^ 

Should separate bills be remitted for these allowances, each should receive 
your authentication. 

1 am, etc., 

J. E. Habin'oton, 

D. A. Ji. D. 


No. 23. 


To TUB Hon^ble Robbrt Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhefi. 


BtRy 


•I 


Rbvxncb Committee, 
Calcutta : 

6i/t April 1786. 


Accompanying we forward you a copy of a paragraph in a letter to ua 
fitom the Hon’ble Board by which you are allowed to disburse t^ seme 


JmIi 
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estimated ia your letter of tbe 6tli Jabiuary; for ereotiog a jail. 

We are, otc.^ 

Wm. CowrEtt. 

Thos. Grahav. 

JoBtr Maokienzib. 

B. JoHBaoB. 

Ekclobube, 

Extract of a Utter from the Ron* hie Eoard, dated the 80th March 1786. 

As you doem the sum proposed by the Collector of Syihot for erecting 
jail for h'ls Dewanuj and Faujedariy’ prisoners moderate and reaeonabloi we 
comply with your recommendation for its being allowed him/' 

Revenue Committee, 

A true extract. 


No. 24. 
ClBOULAB. 


To THX Hon'BLU R. LxKDBATi 
C dlector of Sylhet. 

Rbvbmub CoidfiTntB, 
Calcutta : 

The nth April 1786. 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Preeident and Members of the Committee of Revenue 
to transmit you the accompanying extract of a letter from the Hon'ble Board 
for enquiry and report. 

I am, eto., 

Jas. Spoitis woods. 
dub^Secretarp, 


£!Vt£08VBB. 

Extract of a letter from the decretarp to the €le\(4¥hl Department, under 
date the 8rd April 1786 . 

It having been reported that a practice has gradually crept in amongst 
the bunyena and other natives of dressing their servants in, or nearly in 
the same uniform as the Company's Sepoys, and that they have become in this 
dress the terror of the common people, and often commit most oppressiye 
for which the Company's Sepeys hare the odium, the Hon'ble deeiie 
that oimdsr' lettstaibe ^issuea •thiMlBr’toiit ‘thd ddobfiy to pn^nl thit 
pnMties.^1* 
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I ftTP further to communiciite to von that it the wish of the Tlou'Mo tldsnt#. 
Board to ootaina eorreet list of alt Euro{H;anB throughout these provi ueas, 
their place of abode, occupaiion and time they have 'osiced in India whi**b 
they desire you will, cause to be prepaid as expe hliou'^ly a^^ possible, Uie 
Superinte idents of Police have beeu directed to prepare a list of those rcsidm,^ 
in or about Calcutta. 

BEV£Nie COUWITTKB. 

A true eKtract. 

Ja?. Spottiswoode, 
Sub^Sreretary, 


No. 25. 


To THE Robsht Lindfat, Esq., 

Collector at Silbet. CuiNDEBi^AGOiiB : 


Apiil ihe 13M, 1780. 


Sir, 

The Hon'blc the Governor General and Council hnvinir thought proper to 
tn«t the French may have commercial aj^ents in such pirts of Piov- 
inces where it app ars they have hcretolore sent ai^ems, lam instructed, a< 
Commissary on the })art of thcEng^lish nation, to dedie that the gcntlenan who 
may deliver to you this letter, and who proceeds a** a^, nt for tnide, undir 
the imm'‘diate permission of Monsieur. Dan^ereiix, Aire it on part of His Most 
Christian Majesty in Bougd, be rei'eivcd and ]H'rij itted to cj.rry on lomuitrc^ 
at Silhet, in the <iamc manner as the French did b fore tlie last wai, jiikI that 
you will afford him every just and roasmable as^is^anco in your power ni his 
commercial transactions. 


1 have, etc., 

J. Wilton 
Cammisiarpt 


No, 20. 

To THB Hon'ule Robert Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhel. 


Rkvenub Covmittib, 
Calcltta : 


ThelUh April 1780. 

[Rsceived the IDth May,] 

Sir, 

We are oonoeraed to be under the necessity of informing yon that the 
ncwi-tffnemisBion of your account for Auganob%cs us in our report accounts. 

Governor General and CouPed upon the subject to consider 
the whole kist of that month sea balance. 
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Wi* Iran^mit you (‘iitloRed ati extract from our Proceedinfrs of the 25tih 
Novomltor 17S.I, rol;iti\o to the d<*9j)atch of tho monthly Towjoe ajconuts to 
wljit li we rcqucbt ytnir nio^t particular attention. 

We are, etc., 

Wm. Cow^peu. 

John Mackenzie. 

R. J0UN8ON. 

Enci osmE. 

Extract of a letter ftom the llonble Boards under date the November 

" Afe wc observe hy the poms’il of your Towjee account for Bhadun thsit 
upvoTjil of the CvoIIoctors persi t, in diPohe liencjo to our ]»osilive injunctions, in 
ney-lcctinj; to transmit tho Towjee accounts, we think it hi^tily necessary 
and do •iccnrilinj^ly hereby invest you with full power and authority to dismiss 
from olliee any and cv Ty Chief or Collector who shall commit Buch omission 
in time to come, after you shall have duly notified to them the powers wc now 
vett in you, and wo tliirik ifc fiiither proper to di dare to you that as it is our 
liim intention to have thih Reg^iilation fully carried into execution, we shall 
hold you immediately resfioneiblo to us as gui'ty of a breach of duty should you, 

in tho a'-e of any omi'.sion by any Chiof or CoHedor pronounco 

their imrni'liite dipmibsion, wlfich you are podtivdy to proceed in, without 
:in> application I 0 us, only advtTusiug us after you shall have issued tho 
orders/^ 

A true extract. 

Jas. Spottibwoode, 

S ub’- Secret arjf. 


JS’o. 27. 

To TiiF Hox'ni.E Rodent Linds 
(J olleetor of SyJhot 

Revenue Committee, 
Calcutta. 

18 a April 1786 . 

Sir, 

As it appearh by a statement of balances of c.Tsh bearing date tbe 16th 
ultimo laid hefuie the Committee of Revenue by the Accom^itant General to 
the Revenue Dejiart incut that there was then a balance of treasure of 
Rs. 27,lbJi-l 3-1 l-;i iu your hands I am desired by the Committee to request 
that you w’ill pay particular attention to the directions transmitted to you on 
the 3rd January last ; and that, in conformity thereto, you will henceforth 
remit vour whole balances of treasure to the Presidency at the end of each 
month. 

1 am, etc., 

A. SstoN, 
Assistant Seereiar^, 
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No. 2S. 

William Cow per, Esc^'., 

Piesident, etc., Membow, Committoo of Revenue, Calcutta. 

[Not daiod but j>TOl>al)ly in April 1786 J. 

Gentlemen, 

Heu'with 1 have the plensure to trarrmit you Treasury Account, Char|j^e 
Zemindary, Chart* es Gollcotiojis, General ami Ton joe Account for the 

mouth of April 1786 with iluplicat/'s of the whole in the Persian and Rcngali 
Languages. 

In the accompanying Explanatioj T am a^ain under the necessity of 
repeating the same reisons whi^di have bccu invariably assigned at the 
expiration of each month for the b ilanc( that has eontinuod to accumulate 
from the commencement of the year to the present period and now stands : — 

Jumma of li92 ^ 

f.*(^lected 

Balance ... ... ... 


the greatest part of which must be oonsiJered as irrecoverable. 

The calamity the District sustained by inundation, followed with all the 
destructive con 'sequences ut‘ famine and loss of cat tic, has not been exagger- 
ated. In Older to mitigate the evil and to ease the inhabitants, I proposed, 
at the beginning of the season, that one- half of the revenues of the present 
year should be given up, a remission of only one-third to be granted the 
ensuing year, and the revenues to be increased to their original amount the 
third year. 

This measure was not disapproved of by the Committee, but you found 
inconsistent with the instructions from the Court of Directors to adopt the 
plan of a three years’ settlement. It therefore did not meet your concurrence. 
Still your directions tended nearly to the same purpose of alleviatiog tho 
general distress by recommending me to realise only as much of the revenues 
as appeared consistent w*^h the indulgence Government was inclined to show 
the unfortunate sufferers. It was allowing great latitude to me as Collector 
and leads me to acknowledge my gpatitude lor the confidence reposed in me. 
This I flatter myself I have not abused either by a misplaced lenity in giving 
up the demands of Government, or an ill-timed severity in collecting more 
l^an the zencindars could well ^ord to pay. Upon the whole 1 consider my- 
self fortunate in realising a sum considerably greater than I bad reason to 
expect. JMy collections for eight years previous to the late calamity were in 
general regular, and I have been fortunate in never incurring the censure of^ 
the Board. 1 therefore ho]>c upon the present occasion you will explain the 
immediate cause of the balance, and exculpate me of neglect to the duties of 
my station. I express myself with some anxiety on this subject becaua* the 
late orders respeotmg balances are peremptory. 

1 hare, etc., 

B. Lxnpbat. 

* Blank in original. 


Floods. 


A batomeni of 
Bi'yenne. 
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No. 29. 


To TUB Hon’ble Robeet Lindsay, 

Collector of Sjlhet. 


Be VENUE CoMMlTlBE, 
CalCupta : 


IHh April 1786. 

[Beocived the 10th hlay.] 

SlB, 

►iroctionH for Hon'ble the Governor General and Council havinjr been pleased to 

for the Set- direct that the Settlement of the several districts for the present Bengal 
°^^ear Il9i5 shall be eoncludel upon the plan of last year, wc desire that you, 
immediately proceed to make that of the district under your charge, and wo 
refer you for your guidatice to the instructions tnnsmitted to you upon the 
subject of last year’s Settlement on the 12th May 1785. 

As the Board have been pleased to piss some r solutions, which authorize 
the abolition of the Zominders^ moshaira. we transmit you enclosed a copy there- 
of for your information and guidance in settling the amount of the Jumma. 
W ith respect to the particular ofieration of this order in the district under 
your cliarge you will receive specific instructions from us in a very short time. 

You will perceive from the accompanying extract from the Proceed- 
ings of the Hon’ble Board that they have bejn pleased to reinst^itil 
the Canoni’oeB in the complete charge and possessions of all the powers and 
functions, properly belonging to their office. We direct that in making the 
Settlement you call upon the naibs in the moffusil to countersign all the 
mofussil papers, and to preserve official transcripts thereof amongst the records 
under their charge. 

As the realization of the balances is a very important obj *ot, you will 
observe as an invariable rule to accept of no proposal from any ZemiodarB or 
other landholder whatever, until he shall have previously paid up his balanoe 
of 111)2, or given anquestionable security for the liquidation thereof, and 
should any Zemindar htssitate or refuse oompl.auce with this requisition, we 
direct that yon conclude the Settlement with hi s nearest relation in the line of 
succession (on condition he gives the security required), provided you [believe?] 
him capable of conducting the business that will in that ease devolve upon him. 
Should the Zemindar’s nearest relation in tho line of sucoession be incapable, 
you will then pitch u^ion the next to him, and so on, till you find amongst 
his nearest connections a proper person who is able and willing to provide for 
the liquidation of the balanoe of 1 1U2. 

We are, etc., 

Wm. Cowpbe. 


John Mackenzie. 


P. S , — Should no person of the above desoriptiou be found amongst 
the Zemindars’ relations, we authorize you to oonclude the settlement with 
some other respon^^ible person, taking such measures as you mav deem neces- 
sary for the security of the public revenutB, and giving us timely information 
thereof. 

W. C. 

J. M. 
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EKOtiOSliRK No. 1. 

IPai^aci ff9m. ik* Proceedings of the llon'ble *7o\ ernor General and Council of 
Pevenue, dated the 7t/i Aprtl 1786 

A^eed that the ancient oonsfcituiional of the C^uioni^foo^* T)< part- 

ment m regard to the coIlooUons and ull ofU ci’s thernn einv>l<^yeil ?)n now 
revived, and placed by the Committee of IteVLUuc upon a bttite oL full and 
effectual operation from the comnitno nicnt ol the c'tiruiii^* Ihngil year; 
that, for this purpose, the two h.-'id (>cin m^ooa be t!iemfeelve‘+ male 
resident at the Khal^»ah at the Fro lomy, and tliat i mohr ’ <yii ea» li 
of their partg be with )ut fail stitionod in the collection cubhcirv jI each 
of thtf Chiefs and Collootorfl, who nolo kc p dii'y .iciount oi Ih tlc ipts 
of Tt venue and regularly lo tran^^imt auMu ntio ite I «op>c'. then of mid« i their 
own seals, without communicifi g the haine to tin* (Sl’e t jrs, to thou 
principals at the FreMdeiicy, whose duty it shall l> to i^rcs rv th se 
f«t4.tenienb£, to comp ire them as they arrive with Iho IVisian shiitemonts (»r 
the same accounts received hy the Committ*3e fiom the respt tivo C'hitfs and 
Collectors, and to report in\ ihfEtrcrite that may appear, md lintlier to exe- 
cute all such other functions as aic properly dop nd on their Ihpiitim. it 

It is eapeoted and required ot the Committee of Hevonue that moie es- 
pecially on the first intioductiou of this system, tliry will b* piituuUrly 
attentive to the vigilance and good behaviour of the C luots uni Collector--, mdto 
the regular transmission of the Canongoes' monthly Htatoments, and wherever 
they shall see cause to suspect any want of attention m iospe(t to the fli*f*urily 
of the collections, or otherwise, they arc hei*jby directed to p jbuc, without 
delayy the most effci tual mtasures by deputing fat per ons to coriect sui h evils, 
after having obtained the sanction of the Board for suf h doputattiofa, ^ud th^ 
approvation of the perfons recommended to be so emfiloyod. 

A true Extraet. 

B. Aflik, 

Secretary. 

BbVBNUB COMVX^tlK. 

A true Extract. 

A. Skton, 

Aeeiotani Secretary. 


ElfOtOSURB No. 2. 

Ewtract of the Proeeedinge of the Hon’hle Governor and Council of Revenue, 
under date the 7th April 1786. 

The Board having duly considered the preceding letter with the official 
documents on which it has been founded, it evidently appoirs to them that the 
allowance granted to sundry of the vemindirs (i'ommeiuing in 1771 on the in- 
troduction of tho farming syetem and 6 years BOttlement) under the denomina- 
tiott of Moehauir# was a subsistence giren to the zemindars in consideration 
of their being tcmpozari’jr <lisx>osseieed of the management of their lands ; and 
a« aO, of most of ths said a Oiindans have lateiy been rsotoved W tl»e tnan- 
agsiMit of their land tlem reiBiainSy thorsfer^ no turn m, to centimie the 
extraordinary allowance and unnecessaiy charge to GoilKiunenti the oaose 
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being removed which gave riiie to the payment of it : but as in a measure of 
this consequence the Board wish to procUd with every just dj^reo of modera- 
tion and Lnity to the partiesi it is agie.4 that the Moshahiraof each zemin* 
dar respectively shall be totally diHContinued only in snoh oases where bis 
actual jumma to Government does not exceed that which the same lands 
were charged with tbe^ year following the establishment of the Moshahira 
of the parties respeotively, and that whenver the present jumma exceeds 
the preceding standard, sneh portion of the Moshahira shall be continued 
as allowed for, in the ensuing year's settlement (according as the Committee 
may think preferable) a^ will leave each respe tive zemindar on as advantageous 
a footing as he stood on before any Moshahira was allowed him. 

Kbvbnue Defabthent. 

A true extract. 

B. Aplin, 

Secretary. 

Beveoue Commits. 

A true copy. 

A. Setoe, 

Ametant Secretary. 


No. 30. 


AlkolitioB 

Mofiiuil 

Dewani. 


To THE BoBSRT LiNDSAT, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Bevenue Committee ; 
Calcutta ; 

The \m April 1786. 


Sib, 

of The Hon^ble Governor General and Council having thought proper 
to order the aMition of all Mofussil Dewans, we direct that you dismiss yovs 
at the end of present month. Enclosed we transmit you an extract of the 
Proceedings of the Hon^ble Board, under date the 7th instant, containing 
their resolutions upon this subject, to which we desire you will pay the most 
particular attention. 

We are, etc., 

Wm. Cowpbb. 


John Mackenzie. 


B.‘ Johnson. 


Enolosusb. 

Extract of the Eroceedinge ef the Hon* hie the Governor General and Council 
of Revenue^ under date the lih April 1786. 

Bead the proceeding's of the Committee of Bavenue composed of th# 
Governor and Council nnder^te the 14th May 177^« 



STLRET OIStelCT RECORDS. 


The 7th ertjole of the lesolntione paired in that Como ittee established 
that a Bx^ Dewan shall he ohoseo and notnioated by the Board who shall 
be joined with the Collector in the SupofintendonOy of the Kevenue. That * 

he sliall keep separate aecounts of the ooKeotions, acoordin^ to the established 
forms of the conntry, coimtorfli.;n all orders circulated in tho Mofussil and 
all receipts granted to the farmorR, and all invoices and accounts transmitted 
to the Suddir/' • 


The* expodienejr of this regulation h remnrked upon at the time by the 
Committee that while they doubt its iinniadiato efficacy as a ch^ek on the Col- 
lectors, thojr think that it will be a certain means of counteracting that 
improper influence “ which tho bayans of the Collectors are ever caster 
to assume in the management of tlnir employ,*' and “that it will provide 
against the lose of rents and confusion of accounts, which the frequent removal 
of the Collectors would otherwise unavoidably occasion/’ 

The l^oard considering these reasons, and avetting to tho groat change 
and further experience woich has necessarily bfen generally acquired in ihe 
busine^b of the collections by the Company's servants during an elapse of 
thirteen years, are of opinion that the attainment of tho tirst of these objects 
which the appointment of Dewans held out, namely, their operating ‘‘ as a 
check on the Collector, " is by far the primary consideration that could have 
L'd to such an establibhraent. Of the acquisition of that obj ‘ct, the Committee 
then however, greatly doubted, and many years' exp<^ricnce has sliowm it to bo 
fallacious, nor Can it be now doubted that the expedient of a native Dewan 
is jubt aR fit to serve as a cleak to, as it can be to operate as a chock on every 
Eurt»pcan Collector. The next consideration, the count r action of the 
influence of the Oollector’s biin^rans is of more importance, but the constitution 
of tho Chiefs and Collectors of Kevenuo, and the solemn oaths by which they 
have bei'ome lately bound by an act of tho Legislature of their country, may, 
it is^ hoped, when aided by oilier prt'oautions, be relied on as a secoirity 
against the under infiuonco of the perbons here referred to. The fird 
and last object for the Establishment of Dewans may, the Board thinkj be 
easily atiavned by bubsidiary regulations. 

On the whole, the B - ir J do not think the real utility of the system of 
Provincial Dewans can, under the present circumstanc * ) of their Government 
(whero every ^ possible of retrenchment is called for and enjoined by 
the Conipany 8 orders), compensate its exponeo, which, at^oording to the 
information received from the Accountant Goneral to the Revenue Depart- 
ment, amounts per annum to Rs. 42,000. 


Agreed, therefore, that the native Dewans bo struck off and disallowed 
from every station where a native Chief or Collector is, or shall bo, ap- 
^mted ; and that the sole charge and full respousibilitv of the Revenues and 
due execution of the said officen of Chief and Collector be vested solely 
in such Chiefs and Collectors, respectively, under the following regulations. 

l^^.-^That they be in every case strictly prohibited from making use of 

Banyans or others, in the dis- 
expeoting and requiring 
themselves stand forth and act as the only em- 
^wwedL^ts of Government m their several stations, making nse, as they 
may ooeaaiooally require of the inferior publio servants now allowed them. 


Private wr- 
vantenotte 
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^nd — That the appointment imd dinxiitsinii ol Aeiie aftmnta be Toeted 
in the Chiefs and Colleotors, roepeotively^ with thie proYieo that they transmit 
legalar lists o£ the names o£ those they shall so pr^'er to the Committee o{ 
l^vonue^ and ootioe of all snb&ecineiit dismissions and appointmentS| and 
employ none but such public and registered officers in any res^^ in their offi** 
cial capacity, nor on any plea or pretext, confer on such public officer or servant 
any private or pcTsonal trust in regard to his personal ooncerns ot viei eerea, 
it beii^ bore declared that every suoh double and blinded appointment 
shall subjoct each Chief or Collector to the loss of his office or to snob other 
mark of the Board’s displeasure as may appear agnate* 

dr^-*-That to provide against the loss of rents and oonluiion of aooounts 
from any Chief or Collector being permitted to resign, it be, and it is hereby 
n>ad6 a standing rule of the a ^vioe, that no Chief er Collector shall be pe)r- 
mitted to depart from his stitisn, till eiilier he shall have delivered over oom^ 
pie charge of bis trust to his successor or to his assistant, which shill be 
signified by letter from such successor or assistant before the Gbiel or 
Collector shall depart from his station ; and this fti'gulation shsll on no aoeennt 
be dispensed with uiile.-s by express permission of the Board to be separatidy 
granted for any particular case that may require it. 

4^A-^That the Chief or Collector shall transmit monthly, along with Kia 
English Treasury and Towjee accounts, Persian counterparts thereof, under 
his cffiiial seal and signatme, to be deposited among the native records of the 
Khalsah. 

Bbvbkuh DsF^VTifSifB. 

A true extract. 

B. Aflin, 

Bvviiiiia CMwrrm 
A true copy. 

A. ftBTON, 

AmHant 

No. 81 . 

To TUB Hon’dle Bobbbt Lindsay, Esq., 

CaUvotar at Sylbet. CALOtrfri: 

7k(f mu April 1786. 

[Beoeived 11th May.] 
Sir, 

Ab the object of s<^nding up the perwanaahs to the Canongoes was not 
to plunder or distress them, Wt to obtain answers to the several requisitions 
therein stated for the inforniation of the Committee of Revenue, 1 have to 
request you will give yoursilf the trouble to issue the enclosed Berkhaust to 
the peons charged with the perwanuahs with respect to the tnlbana they 
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claim that yr>a will settle wbftt yon think and reaaonablei according to 
usagei and further that ‘yon will youretlf take the troubje to pwcnro 
answera fr^m the Canongot*8 in your district to the seYeral r quisxtiona con- 
taiuel in the perwannahs> and transmit them to me. Should th0 peonO be 
jBtnilty of any riot or outrage^ Ut me of you to seme and send them down 
thatthe^ may receive due panishment. 


I have, etc., 

J. Patebsosi, 

fieglttcr, Canongoet^ Ofiee. 

P. 5.— The peons are order jd to dobvcr the perwannahs to you. 


No. 32. 

To THI HoV’bL^ JoHM Ma0»»HBE80N, Es(i , 

OovornDr General, anl Supremo Council of Revenue, Secret Department, 
Fort William 


Sylhit : 

3rd May 1786 

Hon'ble Sir and Gentlemen, 

In obedience to the ord rs of the Committee, unler date the drd April, WMta 
desiring me to repo<t t) you the sUte of the waste laniU in the Syhet 
district, 1 beg leave to inlorm you th t tli>re arj laige triits under this 
description which may be divided mtc two classes, vi ,, the high and the 
low lauds. The high lands border upm the mount uns, nnl are covered with 
an impenetrable junrlc, ard 8 > infested by elephants, tygors and other wild 
beasts that the clearing aul cutuating wou’d be attended with gr^at 
diflSeulty and expenoe thj low lani-^ aie t>tally inundated lor eight months 
of the year, ani incapable v£ improvements. 

Conformable to the instructions rransmitted me upon former occasions, 
grants of these lands rent free for a periol of ten ycar^ have boon lespectively 
tend rod to any person who wants tfi undertake the cultivation, but few or no 
applications have been made, even fr un the inhabitants who, of course, are 
more capable than those who ha\ e not local knowl dge ' 

It is, thTeforo, my op n ion that giants of lands in th'so districts to 
reduc'd bla.k officers would not answer the purpose intended by Government, 
as it Would in fact be no provision, ‘ 


1 am, etc., 
R. Lindsay. 
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No. S3. 

To Bbi^jauin Aplin, "Rsq., 

Secretary to the Council of Eevenue, 

Calcutta. 

Stlhbt : 

Mh May 1786. 
Sib, 

In reply to the letfer of the lat* Seerptavy? under da+e 17th January, I 
begf leave to inform you that I iH‘‘Upd the Persian publication thonun contained, 
and, OB no objcttion has been le eivod, I ]n(‘^urne tlure can le no fiuther 
difficulty to ynrr ^rantinjr Gorhurry a «;un uid for the small portions of Ian I 
he purchased by pub Ic and private sale, iigrt^able to the li t signed by. 

Your most, etc,, 

K. Lind'-at. 


Aocoonts 


No. 81, 


To WILrIA^t CowPER, Esq., 

President, ami Meuibors 

of the Committee of Ilcvenup, 
Calcutta. 


May m, 1736. 

Gent I emen, 

I am duly favoured witli your letter of the 5th March rcc|niring an ex- 
planation to the charges contained in my accounts of the 15th November 
Tvhiehl have now the pleasure to transmit you as fAlows 


Sylhot year 1187. 

Account of the Bill drawn by Mr. 
Tandhay on Kirretnarain, the same 
having boLB returned protested. 


A bill of exchange drawn by the 
upon the Collector Committee by Cw > 
reffioolliih. » 

8a. Es.~.l,000 


Kirrct Narain was fanner of the 
Becj >omh i)cr«uiinah, then nominally 
under Sylhet, but I had instrueUotls 
from the < ^hief of lJa(*ca not to inter- 
fere wi.h the collections, hut to draw 
bills in favor of the Council for the 
Beejoorah le venues as they became 
due. The opposite bill was the last 
drawn while Sylhet remained under 
Pdooa. As the hill wa^ never return^ 
ed to me protested, 1 had no iibiiSOIi 
to suppose that it was not paid. 

This bill having be n twice oharmied 
the amoi^tltwill be again brought to 
the BOGOunt of the Hon’ble Company. 
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Diebnrsemfota at Dacca. Pta- , 
Ensi^ William Tioops' travelling 
oL«rge^to Bylbat 

His pay and allowanocB from tho 
1st November 1785 to the 5 )th Sep- 
tember 17S5 — one yeai ii montb’^ at 
261 per month 6,00 3 

Suiffoon'b travelling cliugoa from 
CaUulta 8 0 

Hih piy from IstJuunry 1> 

thf 2 th Soplembei 17bii, 1 >gii 4) 

montliB at 2ol 0 005 

ll»sl) 


Eetablisluntnt of the Dc^ i ny 
A djw’nt Ir )m the 1 t Angu t 1 7^ 1 to 
tho 3 th hG[)Unibei 1783 at 2,7 Z Sa 
Rs per month 3,808 

jPhogc lary 0 ‘^t'ibli'^hmcTit under the 
Ma^istriie loi the abovt penod at 212 
per month 

• Sa Rs 7,19u 


The following is an extract from 
thu Older of the Boaid 

We have fixed yonr Surgeon^s al- 
lowance ml 3()0 Sa Its p r month 
?ind diii^ct tbit Tiiisign Trocp draw 
u]K»n y ui fitiitun pay and latta 
agi cable to his rank/' 


This Lst ibhshniont was approved 
of by tho J5o«i I in ^hui ItlU r of the 
5tli of August 1781 

In order to picvci t im] roper influ- 
ence by ini])lo>ing nativis of these 
distud^ m thevo Dtpaifmet ts, tl c effi 
cois are all A thim inh bitantw of « 
distant part ot tho count ly I am^ 
th iclore, unki the iicce'^'Sity of pay- 
ing them m silver* lb would be 
equally intonvcnn iit lor Messrs 
Dividson an 1 Tr op to receive their 
allowance m cowiics 

I hive, etc , 

11. Lindsay. 


No. 3B. 


TO Richaed Johnson, Esep, 

Aocoro^ant^Genctal, Revenue Department, 
Calcutta. 


8 uh 2 T 

Maj/ 6M, 1786. 

SXE, 

Dpon the examination of my Cowrie Account current untb the Hon'ble 
Cmhpatiyi dated *^0th September 1785, and transmitled to the Ccmmiitieof 
Rey^aa iu my leaver of the Idth Novt mber, 1 find it erroneous in the addhtioii 
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upon the credit side of the account. I, therefore, now tahe the libarty of 
OiicloBing you a reotified account, aud leiuest you will destroy tbe former one. 

1 have, etc., 

E* plNDBAY. 


No. 36. 

ClBOUIAB. 


The Hon’ble Egbert Lindsay, 


Collector of Sylhet. 


Bbvbnub Coumitteb, 


Catcutta. 

The AprU 1786. 
[lleooived the lltli May .3 

SlJi, ' 

I am ilireeted by the Foard and Members of the Committee of Eevenue to 
transmit you the acromp'inyinj' extr let c f a 1 tier f*om the Secretary to the 
Hon^ble Board ; to the orders continued in which they desire you will conform. 


I am, etc., 

Jno. Scott, 
Secretary* 


Encdosubb. 

Extract of aUtter from the Secretary to the General, Eepartmeni, under 
date t'4e GtA April 1786. 

I am directed by tbo Hon’ble Qoyernor and Council to acquaint you that 
bills to the amount of five licks of sicca Rur© s (5,0 ),()00) dr^wn by the 
house of Ranch Rauze Belinaufc have been returned proto'tei frt>m ^'urat 
to Ijucknow, and that the llon’blo Boird have resolve! th^t none of the 
officers of Government shall receive bills from shroffs who have at anytime 
failed in the punctual discharge of their drafts which you will be pleased 
to notify to the Collectors and the seveial offic' rs under yonr Depar ment who 
may have occasion to r*mit their receipts to the Presidency or to any part of 
the country ou account of the Hon'ble Company. 

A true estraot. 

Jno. SooTtf. 

SecieiArp 
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No. 87. 


'William Cowpbr, Esq., 

Freeident and Members of tlie Committee o£ Revenue, 

Calcutta. 

Syltiet : 

20M May 1786 


Gentlemen, 

As the mode of collect Injr the rf^venues of the Dacca diRlnct is to undergo 
an alteration, I take the liberty of ropres *riting to you that it is [iiij mv 
power to Kipcrintead the collections of all the pergunnabs to the eastward 
tt the Rerrumooter without any additional exp. nee to Government or 
lucre i ‘0 to my present eBtablisbinont. The reveiims ot the-.c pergnnnahs 
amount to about 4,b0,000 rupeCD. Many of them are adj nning to Sylbett 
It will bo a great saving to llie zemindars the pa}iDg or their rents here 
instead of Dacca. 


I have, etc., 


[R. L.] 


No. 3S. 


To William Cowper, E^q., 


and Members of the Committee of Revenue. Sylhbt : 


TAe 20tA May 1786. 

Gintlxmek, 

I have received your letter of the 17th ultimo, informing of me that myAcoouats* 
Tonjeo Account for Phagan had not come to hand, and that you were under 
the necessity of reporting to the Hon’ble Board the whole kist of that month 
as a balance. JFhe orders upon the subject are so positive that it would be 
unpardonable in me was I in tl e smallest resjicct to traosgresa them. In 
mj justification I take the liberty to inform you that it is an invariable rule 
mth. me to despatch my Toujee and Treasury Account the first of [each] Eng- 
lish month, nor do I recollect ever to have deviated from it in a single instance. 

^ It into consideration that there is no regular dawk to 

Sylhbt, and that it is a journey of eight dayi by land to Dacca, and ten by 
water, and in bad weather the bircarahs are often detained longer. 


1 liave, etc., 

E. Lxwdbat. 
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No. 89. 


To THB Hov^blb Rodbut LinosaTi 

Collector of Sylhut RBTiiiUB Coicmitteb, Calcutta : 

The \Uh May 1786. 

SlE, 

I am directel bv the Committee of Revenae to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 4th instant, and acquaint yoa tliat they authorise yoa 
to measure pergannah Lunglah, and to ease both tuppahs equally, agreeably 
to your account. 


I am, etc*. 

Jab. Spottibwoods, 


Sacra f ary. 


No. 40. 


To William Cowpke, Esq., 

and Members of the Council of Bevenue, Stlhit s 

Fort William. The 28^ May 1786. 

Gbntlbmen, 

As the Canongoo’s office is re-established with its ancient authority, I beg 
leave to know if the Canongoes of this place are to act as formerly, or if it it 
your intention to send up a Naib from Calcutta to perform the duties of the 
office. It is proper to inform you that the Sylhet Canongoes held their 
sannuds immediately from the King, and that their eBtablishment is of very 
ancient foundation, 

1 am, etc., 

B. Lxndbat. 


No. 41. 

To THB Hon’ble B. Liedsat, 

Collector of Sylhet BEviNua Boaed, 

Calcutta : 

ThelHime 1780. 

Sia, ' 

Hoa’ble Governor General and Counotl having been pleaildi 
oonfirmity to orders received from the Hop'ble Coart of Direotore nwr 
date the 16th September 1785, to diBsolve the Committee of Revenue an4 , 
to constitute a Board of Revenue, in the its room, of which Mr. John Stable!, 
Esq., has bean appointed President and Messre. William Cowper, Thoxoai 
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OrahanSi John Mac1keoz’<0 and Richard Johnson, and John EvclyD, members 
to be resident at the IVosidency, 1 have the Board^s directions to inf orm yon 
that you are to continue in your presoot charge and to consider the 
established orders of the late Committee for your guidance in fall and to 
correspond with this Boaid in future 

I am, etc , 

A. Seton, 

Am%tant Srereiary, 


No. 42. 

To TUB Hon'blb R Livdbat, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Revbkui Boaiid, 

Calcotta : 

Them June 1786. 
[Received 29th Septero'ier.] 


SlK, 

I am directei hy the Board of Revenue to transmit you the accompany- 
ing pnnted copy of Regulations, which have been formed for the removal of 
impediments and obstructions eziKirieaced by the Commercial borvants, etc., 
in the provision of the Company's investment of 1786-87. 

1 am, etc., 

B. Aflin, 

Secretary, 

No. 48. 

Cl&OULAX. 

To m HOW'hLP HdBXBT LlNOSiT, 

CoUtfOtor of Sylhet 

StBi 

t am diMotad by Board of AeTsnae to desire your 
piereAt the aUenation of the emallest portion of wde 


Caloutu : 

The lik Juiu 1730. 

epeeial attention to 
in the districts nndd** 


Commercial 

Department 
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youT superiiitendenod, there being great reason to stupect that this frandolent 
practice is still carried on. 

I am, etc., 

B. Aplin, 

Becreiary, 


No. 44. 


Aooonnti. 


To THi HoN'BiiB E. Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhct. Esvbnub Boaid, 

Calcutta : 

The 1th June 1786 
Sib, 

] am directed by the Board of Eevenue again to request your most 
particular atteotlon to the orders transmitted you on the 8rd January and 17th 
April lafrt by the late Committee of Eevenue, relative to the necessity of your 
regularly remitting the Monthly Balance of your Treasury. The Board further 
direct that on the last day of every month you inform them, by a special 
letter, of the amount balance in your hands, communicating to them, at the 
same time, the nature of your proposed remittance, and specifying ^our reasons 
for detaining the balance. * 

1 am further directing by the Board to desire that you remit the balance 
of Es. which appears on the face of your Cowrie Account to the dOth 

SeptemW 1785. 

I UD, etc., 

B. Aplin, 
Seereinry, 


No. 46. 


To THB Hon^blb Eobebt Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. Bevicnub Boabd ; 

The iUh June 1786. 


Sib, 

We haye received your letter of the 20th May and that of the 22nd, with 
addittou left Bn enclosed statement of the resources of each pergunnah in your district, 
to diecretioa 1 q answer to the first we have only to observe that the division and allotment 
of Mr. Byelyiu collections of the Dacca district have been entirely left to Mr. Evelyn. 
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With wspect to the aeeond, we are satisfied of the ruinous state of yonr 
district from the late ^lamities, and rely on your exertion to restore the former 
jumma as soon as possible* 

We are, 

[Unsigned ] 


No. 4^6, 


To Tan Hon'bix Eobbk/ Lindsat, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Bbvenuh Board, 

Cat ci/TTA : 
The \^ih June 1786. 


Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the 28th May last, I have the directions of Csnonfoss, 
the Board of Revenue to inform you that the Canongoes in your district are 
to continue to aot as usual, till they receive instructtirns from the Board to 
the contrary. 

1 am, etc., 

B. Ai»lin, 

Se^retai^ 


No. 47. 

ClECULAB. 

To TDB Hon'blb Eobsat Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. RsvENUifi Boabd, 

Calcutta : 

The I6ih June 1786. 

Sib, 

. TnuislatloiBl 

Great delay having been occasioned to the dispatch of the current busi- Muaited. 

ness of the Department by several of the Chiefs and Collectors neglerting to 
transmit translations of the Bengal and Persian papers which they have 
submitted to the consideration of the Board, I have the directions of the latter 
to inform you that, with a view of removing these impediments in future, 
thioy have been plea^ to make it a standing role that all papers transmitted 
then in the country languages by any of their Chiefs and Collectors ft Wl 
be aocempanied with English tmnslations, and to desire yon will pay strict 
attertUon thereto. 


I dM, eie*» 
B. Amn, 
Btcniary, 
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No. 48. 

CiBOULlE. 

To THE Hon'ble Bobbrt LikdsaTi 

Collector of Sylhet. Bevsnub Defabtmbkt 

Council Chaubbe : 

m 18M 1786. 

SlB| 

The now ^ directed by the Hoo^blo Governor General and Council to notify 
BMrd to you the abolition of the Committee of Revenue and the eBtablishment of 
Berenne. a Roard of Revenne for the administration^ settlement and collection and 
receipt of the revenues together with the control of the several officers con- 
cerned therein, upon the foundation and principle of the late CommitteOi 
whose powers arc now to be exorcised by the newly constituted Bo^rd of 
Revenue. 

I further notify to ^ou that John stables, Esq., has been appointed 
President and Messrs. William Cowpor, Thomas Graham, John Mackenzie 
and John Evelyn, members. You are, therefore, required to correspond 
regularly with the said Board, which is to be tixed at the Presidency and to 
pay obedience to instructions that shall issue from it as those of the late 
Committee of Revenue. 

1 am, etc., 

W, Beuibb. 

Secretary, 

No. 49. 

To John Stables, Esq., 

and Members of the Board of Revenue, 

Calcutta. Stlhet : 

The im June 1788. 

Gbntlbhbn, 

Sstiiaat&t Herewith I have the pleasure to transmit you Account Settlement and 

cf 1108. Kistbundeo of the district under my superintendence for the Bengal year 1198, 
with copies of the same in the Persian and Bengal languages. The Board, 
from a thorough knowledge of the real state of the pergunnahs adjoining to 
this Province under Dacca, have found it necessary to allow them very con- 
siderable deductions of revenue. As it is well known that the Sylhet lands 
•uffiered in a far greater degree, it is nuuecessary for me to represent the inability 
of the proprietors to pay the same rents they were oessed with previous to the 
calamity, and 1 am convinced the Board do not expect it. Many of the 
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Zemindars having declined renewing their engagements, I have not insisted 
upon their doing it, bat at their own request have sent them sezawals into 
their respective pergunnahs. It will be my particular stuly daring the 
course ol the year to watch over the conduct o£ these oifiocrs, and take care 
that they are neither over severe or too remiss in their duty, and whatever 
is collected you may not assured will bi* punetuahy brought into account. 

The accompanying settlement is merely a copy of that realise! in 

without any difference in the Jumma. To tliis aoooiint I have addel two 
columns showing the dedciency likely fo arise in the collections at the close 
of the year in each pergunnah, amounting to gross sum (as near as I can 
guess) to oaWDS 1,50,000 or Sa. Ks.-.«, 

1 have hitherto rauliously avoided applying for dvduc'tions, but, if 
after tak*ng into considertitiou the state of tue district, you think proper to 
give remission of the sail expooted deficiency i^i^ich is hut o small sum), 
the good effects of it will ho felt. You will not in this case be troubled during 
the course of the year with explanations of balances, uh I will take the full 
responsibility of the remaining rewennos upon myself. In the present in- 
stance, I earnestly recommend the deductiois, becauRe. if allow(»d, it will 
at once enable me to recall the SL'Siwals or inferior collectors and put the ®®*'^^*^** 
lands in charge of the projjrictors, who will then with coiitidcncif endeavour 
to restore them to their former state of cultivation. 

No person conversant in the Revenue husinesR car r.ppjpove of making 
use of these temporary otRcers, and the employing of thorn, for many well 
known reasons, ought to be carefully avoided. 

I have, etc., 

R. Lindsay.* 


No. 50. 

To John Stables, Esq., 

President, and Mombers of the 

Board of Revenue, Sylhit : 

Fort 'William. 

The %lih June 1786. 

Obntleuen, 

In compliance with the Regulations of the IJon'ble Board as extracted Kanwigces. 
from the Proceedings of the Tth April, I have re-instated the Canongoes of 
Syth^‘t in the full power they possessed during the Mogul administration and 
by this conveyance they transmit to the Khalsa particulars of the Soltlemcnt 
at the present Bengal year 1103. In the said Proceedings it is direct 'd that 
tU two mohrini on the part of the Sudder Canongoes shall be stationed at 
Outehery of each ^ the Chiefs and Collectors, who are to keep daily accounts 
a the receipts of Bevenne and transmit the same under their own seals to the 
Presidency. ^ mch mohrirs having os yet made their appearance here, not- 
withstanding months of the current year are elapsed, 1 concluded that it 
M intended that the Sylhet Canongoes shall officiate as formerly. They are five 
in number ; their offices are hereditary, and t heir appointments were originally 

• TUf HCtWW probibly la Un^VMiwii 
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held under the firmaun of tlie Kin^. As t'iey are tbe only people of 
consequenco and charaetor in the pi i o, 1 hope the late Reg^ulations will not 
op rate to their piejulice. If mobrirs are deputed from C^alcutta, it will, of 
euurfe abolish their ancient establishment, and annul their authority for ever. 
At their particular request, 1 trouble you with the enclosed petition. 

On my own part, permit me to represent that the Calcutta mohrirs can 
be DO Chech upon the c< Elections, as it will take them at leabt several years to 
acquire a very moderate deirree of information, and, if there was fifty more 
deputed in;4t^ of t^«o, they would find it an arduous lask to investigate and 
keep the accounts of the inferior collections, so exceeding complicated do they 
appear to those who have not been biought up to the busineeiS in the district. 
In order to irive you a betfor idea of wbat I represent, I need only 
mention tbat I have accounts open with no less than 5,00 > landholders who 
asNumo the title of zemindars, and each individual gives far more trouble in 
the payment of his few cowries than a rajah of a large district who pays 
Licks of rupees. 

If the Calcutta mohrirs are to copy immediately from the Collector's 
amounts, it will answer no pur{)Obe whatever. 

I have, etc., 

R. Liubsay. 


No. 61. 

CiBCULAB. 


To TUB Hon'ble Robbet Lindsay, 

Collector at Sylhct. 


Sib, 


Boabd, 

CAMJTJTtA, 
ne mk June 1786. 


1 am directed by (he Board of Revectue to desire ygn will hold the Foo&iB 
for the ensuing year s settlement of the districts under your charge as soon 
as It may appear to you expedient after receiving th^ i|ietraotions. 


I Bmj etc., 

B. APLifr, 

Secretary. 
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No. 62. 

To WlLUAM HtHDMAN, "ESQ , 

Acting Collcct 9 r of Sylhet. 


Fobt Willi AS f. 


The let July 17S6. 

f Answeri d Ulli J uly J 

Sir, 

Herewith I retain your Treasury \ccouT»t8 for January and February 
The balance brought forward in tlie 1 n or not cotiformmg into the amounts 
stated iO the foizner. You will bt pleased to correct and return them as 
early as possible. 

I am, etc., 

J. E. IIarinoton, 

DAUB. 


No. 63. 


To THE Hon'blb Bobert Lindsay, 
Collector of Sylhet. 


Sir, 


Bevpnue B'^aud, Caioutta, 
The Std July 1786 


I am directed by the Board of Revenue to fcranpinifc you tbo onelosed 
extract from the Auditor's remarks on your aocounts from March to Decembei * 

1785 mclusivei with the Boj*id s 01 ders annexed^ to which 1 am desired to 
request your attention. 

T am, etc., 

A. Sbton, 

Aaeiatant Secretary, 

* Bid ’ 


JSxtraOt/'rom the Audit or* a Remarka on the aeveral Treaeury Aoeoumts* 
etc,ifrom January to Btcemher 1785. 

Bemarks of the Auditor Board's Besolution 

March 

Dauck Charges, 26-12-12-2. To bo explained. 

By the orders of the Committee 
of Revenue of lOth Match 
the allowances of Coseids’i* 
were struck off and only simh 
oharges as were actually in- 
ourred w^rji subsequently to 
be inserted in the Collector's 
acoonnttt. 


a Bssid, a roiuiiiie messsuf at. 
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Bonurlcfi of tlie Auditor. 


JpriL 

Dauok charges as above 25-12-12-2. 

May and June, 

Dauck charge^ as above 25-12-12-2. 

July, 

Dauck charges as above 25-12-12-2. 

Mr. Dindsiy’s travelling* charges to 
Calcutta and back ••• 2,000 

Mr. Lindsa 3 ' docs not state the 
duty on which he was called 
to Calcutta, the station of 
Sylhct is not inserted in the 
Rook of l^stablishmcnts The 
rate alio wo I to the Chief of 
Dacca to and from theuco is 
SUO rufees. 

Augui>t. 

Charges Collection, 

Alio wan ces for Treasury go- 
down 100 which, agreeable to 
the Auditor’s remaiks upon a 
Bimilar charge made by the 
Acting Collector of Hooghly, 
should have been oxnitted. 

Charges General— 

Dauok Charges 25-12-12-2. 

September, 

Charges Collection 

Allowances for Treasury Godown 100 
(as lielore). 

Charge- General 

Dauck charges 25-12-12-2 
(as before) 

October, 

Charges Collection 

Allowances foi Treasury Godown 100 
(as before). 

Charges General. 

Dauck Charges 25-12-12-2 
(as bufor<^. 


Board's Resolution* 

To be explained. 
Ditto. 

Ditco. 

Explanation required. 

To be refunded. 

To be explained. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

As before. 


Ditto. 
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BamarkB of the Auditor. 
As above 
!Ditto >• 

As above 
Ditto 


A. T. 

£cd. 


November, 

Board's Xtesolution. 
100. As before. 

25- 13-12-2. 

Jjecemher, 

100-0 Ditto. 

26- 12-12-2. 

ReVBNDE BOAltT^. 

A true cxtrnct. 

A. Seton, 

Assistant Secretary, 


No. 64. 


To Mu. William Htndman, 

Assistant to the Collector of Sylhet. 

Revenue Boabt), 
Calcutta 

Tht na Jah 1786 . 

Sib, 

It having been deemed expedient that the Assistants to the Revenue Chiefs 
end ColleotoTS should tpke the revenue oath, 1 am diiected by the Board of 
Revenue to require you forthwith to repair to the Presidency and have the 
oath in question administered to you by one of the Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature. 


I am, etc*^ 

B. Aflik» 
Sgeretary, 


No. 66. 

To THB Hok'blb B. Libbsat, Esq.i 
Collector of Sylhet. 


SxB, 


Rbvebob Boabb, Caiootta. 
TAe IIU July 1786. 

[Bsesived July 84th.] 


1 am directed by the Board of Eevenue to call on you for an immediate ■ 

fejAj to the orders of the late Committee of the 8rd and 11th of April* last for 
reporting to them the quantity of waste lands in your distrmt, and the 


e jlis Kos.81, 
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number of Europeans residing: tbereiiii and to express to you the Board’s sturprixe 
at jour having so long neglected to fumieli the information required. 

I am^ etc,, 

B. Apun. 


No. 66. 

To THi Hon^bli Robbet Lmnsw, 

ColWotoT of Sylhet. Khalsoh : 

The I2th July 17 a 6 . 

8ie, 

HaVnig occasion to observe that 6e\ era! chiefs and colleotors have for some 
time last hetu inattentive to many petitions that havo been referred to them 
from the Khalsoh,* 1 tkke the earliest opportunity to inform you that I shall 
expect a regular and tinaely repoit upon all icfcronreB I may fand it necessary 
to make to y cm from this Dejiaitmcnt, and that, not less for the sake of 
justict to individuals, than for the eitniit of Government, I shall be under 
the nee shity of taking a proper notice of any failure oq your part m so material 
a point of your publiek duty. 

I am, etc., 

J. STABTJiS, 

P. R, 


No. 67. 

Tub HoN'BtB Jook McPiibboon, Esq., 

Governor General, and Supreme Council, 

C^cutta. Sylbet ; 

The lOM July 1786. 

Uon’bLE 3ia ANP GBNT1.XUBN, 

Ensign William Troop, who has re8idQ|.d for some years at Sylhet, being 
Kn«ifrn obliged to rctiie, with a view of going to Europe for the bouedt of his health, 

'ircwp I to request that another junior officer may be appointed to reside 

with me as Colltotor ; although Sylhet ib not a military station, its vicinity to 
the mountaun and uecasiuual incursious o£ the hill people sometimes render 
the assistance and advice of military gentlemen necessary. The former 
only drew his pay and batta without any extra allowance. It^is, thaislore, 
attended with no additional expeuce to Government. 

1 am, etc., 

B. Livdsat. 

• So u) tbe ongmal The word proporlp is Khadisah. Iths axoheqaer. John Stahlet. who 
orlfitisUp to tttAio oppoinloia to snooeed Fiiaois on tbs ConnoiL and took 

ha* seat uo Koveabnr U, 1782. 


PfUtioM 

asflsctsd 



MiMm smimm 


Ka68. 


To lofot SviBUiy Xaq., 

President, end Membere of the 

Boerd of BeYenne^ Celontte. Snm : 

/«fy 17da, 

QmttvMVf 

In reply to the letter of the late Committee under date tin; 8rd April, Wiuits bnds . 
I take the liberty of informing yon that there are very extensive traote of 
ground in the Sylhet district unoaltivatod, bat I do not think that they can 
ever be appropriated to the eervioe intended by the Government. The lands 
in the low oonntry which oome under the above description are under water 
at least nine months of the year, and the higher grounds at the bottom of 
the hills are (so) infested with elephants, buffalows, and tygers as to render 
every exertion eaconragement held forth to the industrious farmer 
ineffectual. 

At a former period I obtained permission from the Board to bestow these 
lands to whomsoever would engage to cultivate them, but notwithstand- 
ing many pablioations have been issued, few or no applioations have been 
made, as the expence of cleaning would be far more than the value of the 
above. 

I take the liberty of informing you that the above is merely a duplicate 
of what 1 before wrote to the Committee in ^ reply to their letter of the 8rd 
April,* but am sorry to find my letter has miscarried. 

I have, etc., 

B. Lindsat, 


No. 69. 

To Jom Stabiis, Bsq., 

Presidenl^ and Members of the Committee 

of Bevenue, Calcutta. Stlbit i 

The imJuly 1788. 


OagfLiim, . 

Some months ago the Beejoorah Zemindars under Sylhet comj^ained BmJoMsA 
agaidst the proprietors (of) talook Hurrytulla in the saxM Mgunnah fear 
witbokLing their tents for several years. In consoquenoe oomplamt, 

1 summoned Akeel Mohammoied, the Talookdar, who refused to attend, aUedg- 
ing tiiililis lands were not under Sylhet but Moorshedabad* Boon after* 
wa«d^^ of AlrVif l Mobamed’s partners prodnood copies of all the deeds by 
Yirtne of which he holds these lands under Beejoorah. From these it u 
It^eyond a doubt that the lands were purchased tom the miimdM 
upon iupiesa candid of paying their rents agteeable to the established 
ittoofftoykggandb* 


siro.in 
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After the perusal of these papers and of the records of the Canongoes’ Duter 
which corroborated the proof, I did not hessitato in giving orders to a shickdar 
to collect the rents of the talook on behalf of the zemindars. In attending 
which, Akeel Muhammeti, th§ Hurrytullah Talookdar, attacked him with a 
number of burgondossies and disbanded seapoys, and killed four of his 
attendants, besides wounding many men. 

1 take the earliest opportunity of informing you of the circumstance, as 
the case will no doubt be represented in a different point of view. 

I am, etc., 

B. LlKDflAT. 


No. 60, 


JOHK Stablcs, Esq., 

President, and Members, Board of Revenue, 
Fort William. 


Stlhet: 

20^^ 1786. 

Gentliuin, 

I take the liberty of enclosing you a Bill of Exchange drawn by me on 
Messrs. Burrell and Gould for twenty thousand Sicca rupees and payable 
thirty days after sight. As the amount is received, I request you will pass 
the amount to my credit on account of the Sylhet Revenue. 

1 have, etc., 

B. L. 


No. 61. 


ClBCULAB. 

The Hon’ble Robert Lindsat, Esq., 
Collector of Sylhet. 


Revenue Board, 
Calcutta : 

Tht \m July 1786. 


Sir, 

The President and Members of tbe Board of Revenue considering the 
present mode of making sales of zemindarry lands for balances of Re^nuie 
m tl^ districts where the Itfids at® situated to bo liable to many objeotions, 
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which will ho temoved by making tho sales under their immediate inspootion 
at the Khalsa^ 1 have their directions to inform you that they have determined 
in future all sales of zemindarry^ etc.> lands, whether Account balances 
due to Government or otherwise, shall be made at the Khalsa in Calcutta 
by the Preparer of Reports to the ^Revenue Department : which Resolution 
you are desired to publish in the country languages throughout the districts 
under your charge. 


1 am, etc., 
B. Apllk, 
Secretary. 


No. 62. 

CiBOULAB. 


To THB Hon^bub Robert Ltndsay, Esq., 
Collector of Sylhet. 


RBvB>rrid Doird, 
Calcutta. 
18M July 1786« 


Sir, 

The Hon*b1e Governor General and Consoil having been pleased to order Acoonnts. 
that ^e several Chiefs and Collectors within tho provinces do make it an 
invariable practice on the day in which they • pay a bill for military 
services to send information to the Military Paymaster General of their 
having done so. It is the direction of the Board of Revenue,^ whenever dis- 
bursements of this kind are made by you, that you pay implicit obedience to 
the order of the Governor Genend aod CoonoiL 


I am, etc., 
B. Apub, 
8$eretary» 
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No. 68. 

CoOTtAm, 


To THi Hon’blb Bobbkt liiKDSATp Biq., 
Colleotor of Sylhet. 


Bbvikub Boabd» 
Galotttia. 


im July 1786. 

SiBf 

I am direciied by tbe Board of Be^enne to denie 3 roa will ioTariably 
transmit invoioes in Eofrlish and Persian with every remittance of xerenue to 
Khalsa Treasury, specifying on what account and for what period a remittance 
is made. 


1 am, etc., 

B. Aplin, 
Secretary, 


To Mb. Iixndsat, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


No. 61 . 


Khalsa, 


The %m July 1786. 

Sib, 

Enclosed is an Arzee, which has been presented to me. No 67. The 
bearer will more fully explain to you the ciroumstanoes. 1 r^r this case to 
your attention, and desire yon wUl inquire into the ciroumstanoes, and report 
the result to me. 

I am^ etc., 

J. Stabxbs, 


P. Rev. 


No. 65 . 

To THB Hon’ BIB Robbbt Likdsat, 
Collector of Sylhet, 


PoBT William. 


July 1786. 

SlB, 

I have been &voai6d with your letter of the 18th instant, enclosing your 
Traasniy Accounts for January and Pebmaxy last. Aa the balance brought 



sxAinv mmmop bbcosm. 
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f<Mrwar4 in the mimth of Maroli does not oorespond with that of the latt(«r. 

I be^ leave to xotom yoat accounts for March, April, May aad June to be 
reetified, which, when done, you will be pleased to return as early as possi* 
ble« 

1 am, etc., 

J, E. Hakinqton, 

M.A.ff.n. 

No. 66. 

A MONAHEVR La CtlKVAIIlB LilfDSAT. CHANDEHNAOAa : 

Ze 20 Jmllei 1786. 

MoXBllUH, 

M. De Chamjjifljny ayant dc>ire quo je vmie rannoncaKsn moi-mt^m<* ifetBri. 
comme Ajrcnt di‘ ea Majoste a. SilloHc, J'ai hoim ur do voub demander pour Cliwnpifnj* 
lui la continuation des tscntimons (jne vous lui avis temoij^ner '^usquo li co jour 
et les services qui dopendrout do vous pour (ju-il puUho ctre utile n la ^«ation. 

Voub le coimoittsis, Monsieur, ct et» ptrauale quo son carraidoro li porlora, 
en xemplissant aveo honneur la misbioi, d rotonnoitro rainitie binecre, dont 
vous lui avis donoe des preuvos et ii la cultiver de piu^ on plus. £)a moi 
jM^iculier, Monsieur, jo serai tr^s sensible aux services que vous voudres bicn 
lui rend re 

3^'a V honneur d'etre aveo les sentimens losplus diBiingues. 

Monsikub, 

Votre tres humble et tres obelbsant Sciviteur, 

L. C, DAKOEiiblX. 

No. 67. 

(ClECrLABj. 

To THB Hom'blb Robbbt Lxkdsay, Ebq., 

Collector of Sylhet. E:vi,NH Boatid, Catxdita : 

25M July 1786. 

SlB, 

1 am directed by the Board of Revenue to tpan=»mit you hcrowith an extract Conron^on 
of a Provisional Convention cntcrcl into between the \ iKConnt Do-Souillao, 
on the part of His Most Christian Miijestvand the lloii'ble Colonel Catbeart 

on the past of the Governor Gi^neral and Council, b> which you are directs 1 

t*> i onform ; and, as it is the wish of the Governor Gcuer.iil and ■ Council to 
carry the purposcB of it into liberal execution, it is their positive ord< rs that 
you do aot occasion any impediment to the due accomplishment of it under 
Hie pain of their censore. 

1 am, etc., 

Bw Apun, 

Secretary. 
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Extract of a Provisional Convention entered Mo between the Viseomte de 
Soui/ac on the part of Hn Most Christian Majesty and the Hon^hle 
Lieutenani-Volontl Caihcai t on the pan t of the Governor Genera! and 
Council recorded on the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue^ the ^bth 
July 1786. 

19.— At L the inhabitants, whether European or natives of the 
French Establishments, Faciorios and Houses of Commerce as well as of the 
teifitory annexed to them, shall be under the protection of the French Flag^ 
and subject to the French jurisdiction. 

Article 2KI. — The Chiefs of Factories and other French Eifablishments shall 
enjoy the privilege of recovering the debt*? and balances due by the weavers 
or other manufacturers, as also by the delols employed by the French, although 
they may reside beyond the bounds of the said establishment, with the res- 
triction, nowover, that, if a delol should have contracts with more than one 
European native at the same time, ho must in that case only be proceeded 
sigainst before the ordinary juris liotion of the couatry. 

Article 21.— In whatever French Factories in Bengal the Dewans 
Chiefs may have exercised a jurisdiction over their ryots betwixt the year 
1769 and 1778, though the territory inhabited by the said ryots may be beyond 
the bounds of the said Factories, the said custom of jurisdiction shall be 
continued, that is to say, theie shall bo no innovation in this respect. 

Article — Natives who, being pursued by the Government of this 
country, for enmrs, misdemeanour, or debts, shall take refuse in the French 
Factories, should be delivered up by the Chiefs of these Factories, when claiixi*' 
ad by the said Government ; but the said Chiefs shall have a right to give 
protection to Europeans in similar circumstances. 

Article 23,— In oases when French subjecle shall be accused of outrages 
against natives of the country, they shall be delivered over by the officers of 
t he Goverament to the nearest French Chief, who shall examine the accusa- 
tion, and proceed according to the exigency of the case. If a French subject 
should have similar cause of the said nature, it shall be tried in the courts 
of justice of the said country, provided that these cases occur beyond the 
bounds of French territory. 

A riicle 24.— T^E other customs whether relating ^ to civil of criminal 
measures which have not been mentioned in the following articles shall bs 
continued in full force and as they were practice (ric) before the last war. 

A true extract. 

J. Lmisnxsr, 

Bul-B^cretarjf^ 

Revenue Board, 

A true extract. 

B. Apun, 

Beeretary^ 
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No. 68. 

To THB Hon^blb Mb. Robbbt Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet Rbvevcb Boaed, CAicriTA t 

aSM 178«. 

Sib, 

T7o enclose for youi information a copy of tho Governor General BtlaaoM 

and CounriFB answei to your letter of tho 2nd ot M v last, m txpl malion of 
the balanocB of the distnct*- under your charj^p, and aic persuaded }ou will not 
abuse the confidence reposed in you by Oovernmont. 

■Wo ar( , etc , 

J Stadils. 

W. COWPEE. 

Thos Geatcav. 

John Mackenzie. 

Enclosuep. 

Mxtfaet /romm letier from the Ifon'ble the Governor Gtfferal and Council 
'under date the \^th July 1786. 

We rely on the mte<yrity and zeal of tbo Collootor of S^lhot Ij realise as 
mach of the balances of that ProviDce as may be possible 

Board of Revenue, 

A true extract. 

B. Apliv, 

^Secretary- 


No. 69. 

ClBCULAE. 


To TBB Uon’bls Bobbet Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylbet. 


Bbvebub Boabb, 
Calcutta : 


m Iti Jugwi 1786. 

SlB, 

I dinoted by the Board of Bovenue to transmit you herewith copy of 
an advBHizemeiit prohibiting the alienation of revenue landsi accompanied 
with a FersiaBL Translate thereof, and to desire yon will make it pnblio in 
th ejg i^ languages intelligible to the inhabitants of the districts nnaer your 


I m, eto., 
B. ArxJWi 




STiiBvr mraaicv nvooMtB. 


AUtnftiiciii 


m 


ENOLOstnui 

Translation qf an Advoriizement prchik%ii$sff ike Mienatian of Eovenue 

lands. 

To tho ^q^mdars Choudrys, Talookdata and Moouddimfl* within the 
Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Oriasa, be it known. 

Whereas, notwithstanding the repeated orders of Government prohibit- 
ing the alienation ot Kevenue lands this illegal praotioe is stili nnderstood to be 
cariied on, the Boaid of Revenue have ihereiore instruct^ the gentlemen 
appointed to superintend the dlfTercnt districts to exert their utmost ddigenee to 
prevent the commission of this offenoe ; and they again strictly enjoin the 
zemindarH and other landholders of Ihe said provinces on no account whatso- 
evi'r to alienate or tiansfe** by sale, or othcrwi‘‘ 0 , a single particle of the 
revenue lands under lli n charge, nor to suher any alienatum or transfer 
thorool: by any native Goma^-tab, Mocuddim, Put wary or other pirsoD, with- 
out the express authority of (JoNoinmti t 

If after this repeated wirning any Zemindar, Cliowdry, Talookdar or other 
landholder is found to d Viate lioin tbo^o orders, his disobedience will most 
asMUie lly l)c a< tended wiili dispoo'^cssion faom hia lands, or with such other 
txetnplaiy punibliment as shall be judged adequate to the offence. 

Eevanuo Board. 

A true copy. 

B. Aplin, 
Stcrelar^. 


No. 70. 


To Hon BiA R. Lindsat, 

Collector of Sylhet, 


CllU?l7Z<Alb 


Rbvbnub Boabo, 
Caioutta: 


Sib, 


TkeSrd August 17S6. 

[Received the 20th Augost.] 


We you eommuntoote to tbo aemindm* of the dii|er«fi^ 
unider your buperintendenco they are henceforward required tp depntH^ 
a Vahcol to attend on paict at toe Presidency for the purpose of matfin^ 
Bueh representations to Government on their part, as their affairs may requb? 
or of affecting the Board with information as they may on particular oooa* 
inoQs be in want of In order to render it as little burdensome to them ae 
po«sib]e> we further desire you will acquaint them that such zemindars only 


* XnJoiddwi, a Till»ge hoadmtui 
for tie Mvenes* sMasBed the ehanoter 


laeomeplAOM, tie Xeiadte biliit MlAly MpaeiUeiS 
of a petty ssMiftdii*. 
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as pay above a lack of rupees annually are to depute sei)arate vakeek res- 
pectively, and those whose several jummahs amount to less than one lack to 
depute a joint vakeeK 

We aw, etc,, 

J. Stablbs. 

W M CoWPEE. 

ThOS. (illAflANf, 

John Mackmk^ik. 


No. 71. 

To John Stables, Esq., 

Prtsident, and Membere, 

Board of Revenue, 
Fort "William. 


].^)M Augifnt 1<80. 

Gbntlbman, 

Toi many yearglloorwlnnd, Sutarxliatid’e* hrolhpr.aotod as Khajaiu li>+ .it 
Svlhet, and held his Council. Upon this i-olh'i toi- I'owtio. 

sbipbein}^ separated from Dacca, 1 continued him in iliaty^c, hut tooh thecarhcit 
opportunity of exammiiif? the towru fpxlowuh, wli. n a doficii ni v of ili.COIt e.iuiis 
III about 5,0(10 rupees, appeared, foi which l{iioprli,ind was iinmi diati ly uspon- 
BiWc. On finding this deficiency, I immodLitcIy dismissed h in llw i inoc , . nd. 
tiom that time, I, after appointing a man ot my own, < onsi.li i iiiv.. I as n-poii- 
sible to Ooverument for any deficieiu y that may arise w bile ( he collcolions remain 
under my management. 1 have since the above period often applied to 
Snrupohand and Roopohand for payment of the balance, hut without sueesss : 

and, upon threatening them with a prosecution, their Gomastah at Bjdhet 

deposited in my hands as a security a decree of the 

favour of their &tber, Neetanund, tor 24,482 sicca rupees, against the Pitoarrah 

zemindarss 

Tha deorae is now in wy possrewon ; and, if you think ^ 

it, I wiU transmit it to the &>ard by the first opportunity. A 
to answee the debt oan be recovered by the Chief of ** 

has died insoleeat, I see no other mode hut t*”” **' “y ®t ' 

Whatevirordewyougivemeon the subject shall be 

the mMatime, 1 hsg leave to know if I may write tte debt ofEm Bc^- 
ebauilVnams. His Gomastah's obligations are all clear ^ vnll admit 
of no litigation. Eadlosed is eo,Ty ol the decree of the Dacca Cwmcxl » 
N.et«»uiid's favour. I have, etc., 

B. LnrDsAT. 

^ • VW MM fattiimi (M ct 0 ampo^d‘’B Mcas mpwt »e Mgj oelxvl of wy lotpodootwa 
i 0 SS&bciUf^t <V fSo (olioitit to w ptfiBlkOtod). 

t lOHMNtaohi mA k09p«r. 
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No. 72. 


To John Stablxs, Esq., 

President, and Members, 
Board of Bevenne, 

Fort William. 


Stuket j 


Expltnfttton 
of charges, 


2Sfd August 1786. 

Gintlemeh, 

Enclosed 1 take the liberty of transmitting yon an explanation*^ of several 
obarges inserted m the Sylhat Account from March to December 1785, as re- 
quired by the Auditor, and 1 flatter myself you will take into oonsideration 
tne representation therein contained. * 


1 have, etc., 
B. Lindsay. 


No. 73. 


To J. E* Harington, Esq., 

Deputy Accountant, Eevenue Department, 

Fort William. 


Stuixt : 


Augmt 1786. 
Bn, 

In the Treasury Aooount for tile month of January last transmitted yon 
Aooeniiti. Hyndman he has inserted no charges whatever, having misunderstood 

the construction of your let^ on the subjeot. In the accounts for the same 
month sent to the other offioes, the authorised monthly chargM are inserted as 
usual, by which means the baUmoe of the accounts transmitted to you and 
those of the Accountant General, Public Department, naturally disagree. ^ la 
order to make them ooxrespond as before, give me leave to transmit you rectified 
accounts from the month of January last to tiie month of July. I request you 
will destroy the other accounts sent yon as erroneous. 


laiii,etc.| 

B« LXUDIAT. 


• BseBo. 7*. 
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No. 74. 


Explanation of teoetal Ohargt* t« the Aeconnt from March to Deeomher 1786 
OM requited by the Anditora^t 

March. 


Dauk charges 
By order of the Com- 
mittee of Revenue 
cf ]0th March, the 
idlowanoe of oossids 
was struck off, and 
only such charges as 
were actually in- 
curred were subse- 
quently to be in- 
serted in Collector’s 
accounts. 

April as above 
May and June ditto «•« 

July ditto ... 

Mr. liindsay^s travel- 2,000 
ling charges to Cal- 
cutta and back. 


The town of Sylhes is 200 mile® 
distant fi-im any other Settle- 
ment, and the road to it only 
accessible for 9 uionths of the 
year by water. I am obliged to 
keep an establishment of 4 
dauk boats, which cost me 
Rs. 7B per month. If the 
Board allow what is actually 
disbursed, Rr. 75 per month 
will be inserted in the accounts 
in future. 

ditto, 
ditto, 
ditio. 

I was called down to take the 
oath as Collector. The sum 
allowed to the Chief of Dacca 
to Calcutta and back is As. 
],600. As Sylhet is double 
the distance, the charge, 1 
hope, will not appear un- 
reasonable. 


26-12-12-2 


2B-12-12-2 Ditto 

26-12-12-2 Ditto 

26-12-12-2 Ditto 


AugueU 
Allowance for Treasury 
godown ordered to 
be refunded. 


100 


At other small Collectm^hips a 
iMge treasure chest is suffi'* 
oient to contain the revenues 
of the whole year, but here it 
requires a very extensive build- 
ing built of bricks to bold the 
cowries. The godowns made 
use of for this purpose cost 
me upwards of Rs. 8,00U. 
The ohar^ of Rs. 100 per 
month is little more than the 
interest of money disbursed. 
The Board, 1 hope, wilt take 
this into consideration, and 
aUow the charge to he in- 
aerted aausoaL 


ehai ges eiplauied as above.] 

• flat above Ro.6i. 
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No* 75. 


ClEOUlMiB. 


To THE Hon^blb R. Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


[R^ceirod 28tli August.] 


Rbvbnuji Boaud^ 
The 10th Juffusi 1786. 


Sib, 

I am direoted by the Board of Revenue to desire the orijerinal cuboleats 
and kibtbundoes of the parties with whom the settlement of the re\enue of 
the districts under you may bo concluded for the current year may bo trans- 
mitted to them perfectly attested by the Ganongoee to l>o deposited in the 
Khalsa, and at the same time enjoin you to keep copies of these instruments, 
authenticated in the like manner, among the records of thu districts under 
your charge — which you are invariably to observe in the future. 


1 am, etc., 

B. Aplin, 

Secretary, 


No. 76. 

To THS Hon^ble Robebt Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Foaf William : 


SlE, 


28r^ AuguH 1786. 

[Received drd September.] 


In reply to your letter of the ISth instant,* I beg leave to inform you that 
lir. Hyndmau was perfectly right in omitting the clmrges of January in the 
accounts of that month, as by the Regulations of the Board, the ertablished 
allowances of each month are not oonsidored to have become duo till the 1st 
of the succeeding month. I, therefore, beg to retransmit you the accounts 
accompanying your letter of the I3th instant, and to repeat that the cause of 
my returning your accounts for March, etc., arose from the balance of 
February brought forward in March not corresponding with the amount of the 
balance of your February account. 

I have, etc,, 

J. E. HaBlNGTOMf 

Acting Accountant General^ Seuenue Department. 


• No. »». 
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No. 77. 

To THB FIon’ble Robbrt Lindsay^ 

Collootor of Sylhet. 

KeyB^CTE BOaBD; 

Caictjtta. 

Tht %*6rd August 1786. 

Sitt, 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to require oC you immediately to Aotonoto 
transmit to this year Toiijeo Actoiint for the month of Assai, and to expiess 
to you their burpuze at your inatt ntion to the BtaiuUnp: ordetH f(tr sending 
down the Towjeo Account of your district by the 2nth ot ih<* en uing month, 
and to desire that you will bo more punctual in youi obsci vance ot them 
in iuture. 


I im, etc , 

H. Aplin, 
Sicrelary, 


No. 78. 

To THB Hon’bu Robebt Likdbay, Esq, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Board or RevbituBi 
September 1786 . 

Sir, 

Aoeottatf. 

1 beg leave to inform yon that, instead of your English Towjw Account 
for Asaar, requested of you on tho 2Bth ultimo, it is the PersiaD copy of 
this acooiint which is wnuting, and the Persian copy of your Treasury Account 
for July, neither of which accompanied the English accounts enolosed in your 
letter of tU «nd August. I am directed by the Board of Revenue to desire 
yttu )^ill send these accounts withont delay. 


1 am, etc., 

J. Habib OTON, 





Tnndnlant 

MiuplftlnU. 




No. 79. 


To John StabldSj Esq., 

President, Board of Eevenue. 


SyLHET : 


4|{A September 1786. 

SlE, 

I had the honour ef addies^ing you on the SOth July, in r-^ply to a peti- 
tion prepared againfct me by Rajaram Slmu and othe>'s who assume the title of 
3ylhet Zemindars. In that letter 1 pointed out iheii* views for complaining and 
the extraordinary motle they made use of to acquiie a livelyhood. Not a 
serTant or dependent of mine or pubih* oflioer of the Oovernm ‘nt belongintr to 
this btation who Ips occasion to vjh t Calout'a hut is attacked the moment of 
his arrival by the«e miseieants. Xf they do nut immodiati ly comply with their 
demands of paying a sum of money, th‘^y ar^ maltreated in the stn^ts and 
pel ed with hrick-batt-, and there is no alternative, they must either leave the 
town or comply with their demands. 

I have myself seldom escaped being aooompanied by the same attendants, 
and, rather than have clamour raised auainst me in the streets, 1 adopted the 
same plan, hot to thiBth*Te was no onl, and experieiioS taught me that an 
additional number of peons properly armed with ratuns was the only means of 
securing one from insult. 

Some time ago, I gave permission to my peiskar,t Ghorhurry Sing, a man 
of family and character, to visit Calciitta. Rajaram Sein and bis iollowers 
attended him closely, an^ alter extorting sums to the amount of Rs. 2,0 >0> 
had him arretted for Rs. 40,000, and he was obliged to find security to double 
the amount. His claim rests for nnauthorised collection^ made b/ him as my 
lervaut, snd inerease of rcirenne supposed iiot corned to the account o£ Govern* 
ment. If the Court obliged him to give responsible security to stand suit, 
1 would rot trouble you upon this occasion, but this is not the case. Two of his 
attendants; dressed ip j^iptnas, act as securities, and the moment they are eallel 
on, neither Rajaram Sein or they are to be found, and there is no redress. As 
1 hold m>8el£imipedi#fiol^ responsible to the Bouid for the conduct of my ser* 
vaiitp, during the time I have performed the duty of Collector, now nine y ars^ 
1 bo) e you will not consider it unreasonable on me to request that this Rajaram 
Sv'in may be brought to a^^oount for ai'tiug in so unwarrantable » manner. 
About seventien years [ago] he was employed as vikeel by the l^ovioee, but 
has never bad any authority sine© that perio^^ and the peop © fot whom h© 
acted aie longtince dead. Uotil he is apprshended neither the members of 
Ihe Board or the Collector of tjliis trouble wQL ever have a mementos ease* 
1 have dcbi'ed Oh orhurry Sing to wait upop y©u niiih this^ Utter. 

I have, etc,, 

R. Linds \T. 

etlsle LindM-y wm ia I7M the proprietor of * 

t A saboTdlaate offiooT kept to keep eccoanta. It inll be oem that Lied ay’i ffwooes* 

•er sS Sjlhot kpd'HkwOoly a guod word to mj (or Qhorbarfy ©mg 
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Ko. 80. 

Ctuoulae. 

To THi Hoiit*BX.a B. LxtrT>9A.r, Eb 

Golloctor of Sjlhet. 


Ri vPAtJH Po 
Calcutta : 


1 he A,th September J78f). 
fKeceived 2.‘>th SeficmbeiJ. 

8 IE, 

I am dilute 1 by tbe PoaPtl (£ Revenue to desire you will immediately 
transmit to the Pieparor ot KeportB autbentio accounts of your Battlement and 
kibtbundy iuf Uie cuirent year. 

I am, etc,, 

B. Ajl n, 

Secret^arp. 


No. 81. 

To Bbnj!7. Apun, Esq., 

8eoreiaT/ to the Board of Beyenue, 

Calcutta. 


Syihit : 

1th September 1786. 


I aril layored with your letter of the Ii3rd u'timo/ and, a reeable to the 
direotious oL the Board now tntnamit you touj ‘e laoofiunt lor tlie month of 
Aitaar, but you h ill pleas * to observe that in the kiBthundee of the distriot 
there is no demand of revenue for the months of By ^aack, Jeyie, and Assaf. 
Tluriefore m torijee aO^^ouut can be of uo use. 

1 am, etc., 

B. Limdsat. 


Ar/Oanil 


No. 8:?. 


T<p tan KcMt^iLU BtHBEEr Lii^qsav, 
OolloLtor of Syluet* 


qBeoeived the SSth Scpletnber 1766.) 


Reve^tub Bqaeo, 
Caixutta* 
fith September 178^. 


We,4nlb rririaii^d your letter of th‘> 26th May last t ase^ibingf the non* naups 
Stt hmi Bii sii el- yont au<l6U’nts, within the time prescribe! by the Hon'ble Board, tc*a*«dt 


nueounta 


• STo. 77. 

t No. SE The dote oppewre to have been May SOlh. 
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to the want of regular communication being ettablisbed betwen Sylhet and Dacca. 
This wc admit as a sufficient excuse for the delay in the transmission of your 
towjee account foi Fhagun ; but a further delay of a very uncommon length 
having taken pi nee in respi^ct of your Assar towjee, we think it necessary to 
remind you of the orders of the Hon'ble the Governor General and Council 
upon the sul ject, and to recommend you in the strongest manner to exert 
youTFell in endiavouiinjj henceforth to furnish your towjee accounts within the 
limited time, as otherwise the Uon'ble Board must be kept in constant ignorance 
of the state of your collections. 


We are, etc., 

Wm. Cowper. 
T. OnAEAv. 

J. Mackenzie. 
John Evelyn, 


KffiiBal to 

exocate 

•Ufusemouti 


No. 83. , 

To Benjn. Aplin, Esq., 

Secretary to the Board of Revenue, 

Calcutta. 

Sylhet : 

\^th September 1786* 

8ir, 

I have received yotir letter of the 10th ultimo * desiring me to transmit to 
the Board ol Rcvciiu’ the original cabwliats and kistbunclees of the parties 
with whom the setilemciit of the districts undor my charge may be concluded 
for the current year. 

In reply 1 must acquaint yon that few or none of the land-holders have 
executed any engagements to Government either this or last season, nor have 
I insisted on their renewing^ their oabooliats upon the same terras as in the 
year ])re('eding the inundation, from a thorough conviction that it would be 
tot illy out of their power to fulfil such engagements. I proposed some months 
ago to the Hon'ble Board a dednotion of 1,50,000 oawns from the jumma^ 
whicli did not meet their approbation. Had this been granted, tahatsf would 
have boon executed as usual, and the land-holders encouraged by the lenity 
shown them by Government, would in this spirit struggle against the 
difficulties they labour under, but as the toujec stands against them, as usuah 
there is an end to their former emulation, and they are perfectly indifCerent 
about the payment of their rents as they become due ; and all that I can do 
is to bring to credit what is paid, which must fall greatly fc.hort of the Revenues 
collected in former years, for the district [can] but slowly recover from the 
late calamity. 

I am,eto.| 

R. Linosat. 


• No. 76 

t lohtid • an agToemont to pay iSTSimi. 
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No. 84 


To THB HoN^BLB RoBBBt LtNDSAY, 

Collector ot Syltet. 


RtvfcNUB Board 


Calcutta ; 
Scptembif I7h6. 


Sib, 

I am directed by t!ie Boar*l of Rtvcnuo to transmit you for your inforra.i- 
tiou and guidaiico the acoomi'anyin^y extract of a letter fiom the ITon'ble tlie oppi^wiou 
Ciovernor General and Council, on a reference made to them of a complaint 
iromihe Collector of Momcnaiiig of oppre^gsions com milted on (ho iiihahi- 
taiits of the districts under hU charge, and to desuv you will cause piihlica- 
tioii to be made Ihi onghout your Collect orship of such part as vogls u dis- 
cretionary ])ower of deciding on disputed boundaiics m the Board of Revenue. 


oi 


1 am, etc., 


B. Apliv, 
Stcretary. 


Extract of ike leiier from the Hon^Ole the Governor Generai and Council ^ 
dated 4M September 17SC. 

Although the Ta’ookdars of Pooherea who are charged with being the 
aggro'^bors in the affray with the inhabitants of Monieusiug, might not hi* 
regularly ainenahlo to the Fouzidar} Adawlat at Dac< a, it was btill m the 
powt'r of the parties aggrieved to have themselvo'. made the nece sbUiy a])ph- 
cdtion to the Magistrate of the eriminal juiisdiition of Mooisheitahud, to 
which they are subject, and there is btdl no Ka&onable doubt hut that they 
can readily procure the neeesbary prooesg to be issued on their tlms using the 
regular and prescribed means, without any extraordinary mterference on our 
pait in the administration of justice which we naturally wi^h to avoid in 
'ca^-es where it may not p^'ove essentially necessary. With respect to the 
disputed boundaries, which have oocasioned this affray, wc are not insensible 
that the provision contained in the judicial regulations which confines the 
cognizance of all such oase^ to the or Unary jurisdiction of the Adawlnts, may 
when the matter in litigation rests between two considerable zomin^ra, each 
subject (as we understand the present case to be} to the local jurisdiction of 
a separata Court, prove inadequate to the maintenance of a due course of 
justice ; and in such eases, therefore, wo authorise you, whenever you shall 
yDUTselvce be of opinion that your interference is necessary for the peace of 
the oonutry, tins due and effectual dispatch of justice, the eecurity of the 
Blivenmi| juider your charge, to cause the enquiry to be made and reported for 
ymt doiillon, which is to be final, unless appealed from to os within the 
peA:iMd luoaited by the dodioial Regulations. 

Revenue Board. 

A true eitraot. 
B. Anjjr, 
8eentttr$* 
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Tho Earl of 
Cornwallis 


No. 86. 

[Beoeived 29th September 1786.] 

To THB Hon'blb Robert Limosa^y, 

Collector of Sylbet. 

Beyeeub Board, 
Calcutta ; 

14/A Septembir 1786. 

Sir, 

In obedience to the oommiinds of the Right Hon^ble tbo Governor General 
and Council, we have to acquaint yon that the Bight Hon'ble Charles Bari 
Cornwallis arrived at Fort William on the 12th of this month, and on that 
day took upon him the OiGoe of Governor General of Bengal in conformity to 
tho appointment of the Hon'blc Court of Directors. 

Wc are, etc., 

/ 

Wir. CowPBR 
Thob. Graham. 

John Uackbnzib. 

J. Evelyn. 


No. 86. 

To TTTL Hon'blf Robert Lindsay, 

Judge of I he Mofu^il 

l)ew.inuy Adawlut at Sylhot. 

Revenue Departaient, 
Council Chambei* 

Jhe 17/// Sepfemoer 17 SO 
[Itcfcned 2511i September ] 

Sjr, 

It appearing by the rei>ort of the Registrar to the Suddar DowaUny 
Adawlut that you have not complied with the orders of the Governor Genertil 
and Council proscribed by their Regulations for tho Administration of Justice 
in the Courts of Mofussil Dewanny Adawlut and in the Suddar Dewanny 
Adawlut pa<^6ed in Council on the 6th of July 1781 in regard to the transmis- 
sion oi a monthly abstract Register of the causes under ^our jurisdiction 
and accounts of deposits and iiriog with the money, arising therefrom at 
the appointed period. 1 am directed by the Hon’ble Governor General and 
Council to desire you to pay more particular obedience to the Regulations in 
future, and to account for the past deviation from them. 

I am, etc., 

W. B&uerb, 

Becretafy* 
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On- a dip, 

D, lu [Dear Lindeay], 

What answer do you ohuso to send this letter to accompany the 
Abstract Begister ? One part must be that the money has been all expend- 
ed? 

Yours, 

W. H. 

Say nothing about the money till called for. — [R. L.] 


No. 87. 

To John Stiblis, Esq., 

President, and Members 

of the Board of Revenue, 

Fort William. 

Sylhbt • 

Und Oetobn 1786. 

Gektlbmbii, 

I have the pleasure to transmit you Ticasury Account of thic Province for ^co'rjot#. 
the month of September 1786. 

CliargeB Collections 
Charges Zemindary, 

Charges General lor the above month 

Toujee Account for the month of Bawdon 11113 with duplicates of the 
whole m Poreiaii .and Bengal languages. 

The balance you will perceive by'^ the Toujei* accounts an*! arcomi .inyiDf^ 
eiplauation amounts to 61,81 1 cawiii, which, for well-known rtiisons, mu^t 
continue to accumulate to the end of the year. 

From the attention paid to cultivation at the beginning of the season, 

I had every reason to suppose that the fatal effeots of the late inundation woiJd 
soon have been efbeed, and the revenues paid as formerly. But it is the 
particular misfortune of this dibtrict that the lands prodace no other grain or 
crops whatever but rice, and that of a coarse kind. When there is a ^nMnd 
in other parte so as to inducTWroeFcHaHno^^ here, our oollectlous 
aw made without difficulty, but at present, so exceeding plentiful and w cheap 
is this article, that it will hardly pay the expenoe of coolie hire to thehioar, 
where mil offered at 4} pucka maunds for the rupee, and even at this rate 
thmi are no purchasers, from this circumstance never did 1 expenence such 
a soawiiy of money and found it a much less severe task to oofl^t any part 
of tha^Mevenuci in the year of the inundation than at prewnt ; and, although 
•ome part appears reatod in the accounts, 1 declare it »» ^th the utmost diffi- 
onlty I ^ raise two hundred rupees for the monthly pay ^ the public 
If nierohants come from the other parts to purchase the nee upon 
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hand^ in the course of two months, this will remedy of itself, but one misfor- 
tune must still exist, as the ryotts, for some time to oome, will neglect the 
cultivation of their land, from not being able to afford to pay the rents agree- 
able to the established rates. 


I have, etc., 

Bobbbt Lindsay. 


Ko. 88. 


CiBCULAE. 

To THE Hom*blb Bodbbt Lindsay, 

Judge of the Adawlut of Syibet: 


Ehadsa, 

The ^rd October 1786, 


Sib, 

The Hon'b’c Board having been pleased to make it one of the duties of my 
office to report the contingent oharges of the Adawlut, 1 request you wiU, 
to enable me to proceed with s^reat accuracy, transmit to me an account of all 
the charges which have been made under this bead in your Adawlut aince its 
irstitution, the present establishment, distinp’Uishing the variations that have 
taken place in lospect to each separate article oi charge and the causes of 
them 

1 beg you to provide roe with the dates and substance of any letters 
(i the Boaid allowing you to draw any particular oi fixed burns for any pait 
ol youi contingencies. 


I am, etc., 
JoNN. Duncan, 
P, R. A. J>. 


No. 69. 

To THE II on' BUS Robert Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


KfiALRA, 

The m October 1760. 


[Beceixed the 25th October ] 

6ib, 

The Jumma Wassil Baky and Jumma Kheroh Aooonuts of your diyisioOf 
for the whole of 1191, being wanting to complete the Khalsa BecordsJIOiV tUo 
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year^ I request you will transmit me the same as speedily aa possible. 

I am, eto., 
Dunca.v, 

P. It. IL D. 


No. 90. 

To MB Hok’blb Bobbut Lindsay, Esq., 

Collector of Sylhet. 

K II ALB A : 

The Qih October 1780. 
SlB, 

The Hon'ble Board having on tho 8tb ultimo directed me to make out 
Sunnnd for signature in favor of Gore Huriy fcing, for too small portions of 
land, purchased by him at Sylhet, I beg you to acquaint him (jih 1 bupposo he 
rosides within your jurisdiction) that 1 am ready to comply with tho 
Board's order, as soon as ho himself or his duly authonsi^ Agei.t shall 
attend at the Khalsa to sign the neceusary papers. 

I am, etc., 

John. Duntiv, 

P. J\ R. D, 


No. 91. 

To Bbnjn. AtiiN, Eaq.) 

Account to the Board of Reveuas, 

Port William. 

Sylbbt : 

lOM Ooioher 1786. 

Bib, 

Afileable to the directions contained in your letter of the 8th 
I have now the pleasuie to enclose you the Account Settlement m 
dee of Sylhet Province, such as has formed three jroara a^, vie., itt the 
of the Bengal year 1198, and continued in the Revenue Books 
doUm to the present period : but you will please to observe that no Settlement 
or KisthuAdee whatever has been formed with the flfylhet zemindam the present 
■diioa for reaaone well known to Government, tor it was totally out of 
tMr powar to execute eugagements upon the original t^s with any hopes 
w totettoat folflUng themi nor oould I with propriety insist upon renewal 


1 Jkistbnn- 
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of their obligatione. The Board, without allowinfp of! any certain deduotkm, 
have left me latitude in this resp^, which will not be abused. I refer to a 
letter 1 addressed to you on this subject under date the 10th September. 

I am, etc., 

B. Liin)BAT, 


No. »2. 

To Bioet Hon’blb Eabl Coenwaujb, 

Governor General of India, and Supreme Council, 

Port William. 
Sylhbt : 


Mt Loud and Gebtlemek, 


\9,th Ocioher 17 86* 


I take the liberty of inclosing for your perusal copy of a letter addressed 
to me by Mr. Wilton, Ereuch Commissary, and delivered me by Monsieur 
Cbampigny 

^5 PubUo^®* Permit me to inform you that the French never had public Agents in this 
part of Bengal, nor will 1 acknowledge him as suoli without your ||artioa1ar 
^ ^ orders. It is unnecessary to make any remarks upon the iutiqpiliOg disposi- 
tion of the nation, nor to observe to you that Sylhet u a frontier province, 
inhabited by a turbulent and disaffectcMl set of people;, which [spirit] they have 
manifested upon many oooasions. The inhabitants of the adjoining mountains, 
BO far from being averse to, are fond of war ; aud, though not dangerous, have 
often proved themselves troublesome neighbours. A* a private inhabitant, 
Mr. Champiguy will meet with no interruption. 


1 have, etc., 


B, Libdsat. 


No. 98. 

To John STABtni, Ebc}., 

Prosideut, and Mtfnbors of Board of Bevenae, 

Fort William. 

SYXiUltl 

i| lea OmtoUr. 

GENTIflUBK, ^ 

1 have been duly honoured with 3 rouT letter of the ISllst Sep^mber, rtijulr* 
ing me to transmit such plans of the district under my charge as 1 mt# 
tiave in my ]>o^6Btou. In reply, 1 beg leave to inform you that 1 hive no 
pbme of this district in my poseessioni either officialty or otherwise obtaittdi. 

I hive,ete.^ 
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No. 94« 


ClHCtJtiAE. 


To THE Hoir^BLB HOBEto LxtODBAT, 

Judge of the Dewany Adawlut 
at Sylhet. 


Revknub Departicbnt, 


Council Ciukbee^ 
aSr^ October 1786. 

Sir, 

The Bight Hon^ble the Governor General and Council, being dewiroufl of 
putting the bufiineeB ot the Sudder Dewanuy Adawlut into a regular train, 
desire yon will cause all the appellants and respondents within your 3 uri 8 - 
dictioD to be served with notices that the Board will sit as a Court of 
Appeals on the 4th day of Pecombei next, and will henceforward continue 
to sit one day in every succeeding week , previous to which dale, tlie respective 
parties or their vakools are required to aitend the Examiner and Register 
in order that the reforts on their ap])oal8 may bo prepared to be laid before 
the Court, you will signify to the parties that, in iiilure of such attendance, 
the Court wiH j'roceed to consider aiid determine on the reports made from 
the proceeding^ contained in transmissaU of the several mofuesil judges. 

Yon are further to return to the Sadder Adawlut a particular acconnt 

of t,he and manner in which the prescribed notice has been aerved, 

verified by the affidavit of the persons serving the same, and you will also 
send ipamediately to the Sudder Court the translaiions of idl proceedings in 
appealed oases not hitherto transmitted, and rectify any omiHsions that have 
taken place with respect to the di*ections oontained in the fifth article of the 
Jndioial Begulations for the transmission of the proceedings, as a regular 
and exact obedience to this article in future will be ae3tned indispensable. 

1 am, etc., 

'Wm. BnuEiin, 


Secretary. 


Nd. 98. 


Calcutta. 

SAth October 17864 


DiMklicJtxirraAT, 


[Beceired 2nd November.] 


On teoeiviug your Treasury account for the month of September I observe 
» mktiklte eomnltted in briii«ing *on^ the Tf*' 

Angtttt eWns 71.879-8-0-0 or S*. B«. 1M46-1-18 t® 

3^«S9»By pAtwnni ft» September et Cewne 78,846-14-8 or Sa. _ Be. 1«,820- 
ttObd Me CO inform me if it ie oUjr n mietoko itt taking • 
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wrong sam in the proper balance, or whether the balance brought to the credit 
of the September accounts is nevertheless right, owing to some addition or 
all oration which has taken place, in August and omittea to be stated, in which 
case it will be necessary for you to point out the same to me, that the Sep« 
tember account may be allowed to continue in its present state. 

Yours truly, 

Wm. Larkins. 


No. 96. 


•Sottlement 


To TUB IIon'blb Robert Lindsay, Esq., 

Collector of Bylbet. 

Rbveeub Board, Calcutta : 

The Zish October 1786. 

[ReeeiTed 7th Noremhep]. 

Sir, 

We have considered your letter of 'the 26th June and 10th October, and 
having before us the repeated representations of the calamities sustained by 
the district under your charge made by vou to uh and tolthe late Committee, 
we have no alternative in oousidering the Account Settlement you have for- 
warded for the Revenue of the present Bengal year 1198, but must necessarily 
confirm the same with the deductions p*'opoB^ by you, repeating our confi- 
dence in your exertions to I'cstore the usual Revenue so soon as possible as well 
as the good condition of the countiy. 

We are, etc., 

W. COWFER. 

Thos. Grahaji. 

B. Johnson. 

J. Evelyn, 


No. 97. 

To THE IIon’ble Robert Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Ehals A ; 


The October 1786. 

[Received 4th November]. 

Sir, 

Having had lately occasion to refer to an order of the late 
of Revenue of the 89th September 1788^ ooncerning eoma 
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preferred by Raja Ram Seme in the name of the rhawduee of Sylhct 
appears that the Committee (although fiom the piecedinq; enquiry they 
Ifieatly doubted of Raja Kam^H powers) there *1 (hue cd you to send dov n ti> 
the PrpBidenoy Siocnaut Ha^uke, or, in enee of that 'perhon'e inability, oit I k r 
Racihakishen or Sroe Ja^win Ki hon, ih per eojiy ( f the mJ on3er, whn h 
I find I then tianemittul }ou m a letter tirward'd under dati the 2tfh 
September, but to tliia I Cciiinot find that you ever tiansnuttod iny anauir 
I, therefoie, think it my duty to ca.ll on you i^nii on thi bubjeit, and am, 
etc, 

Jo\y rnNC^.v, 

r II 7? JK 


No 98. 

ClKCLIAK. 

To THB HoN^BLB RoBHUT LlNDBAr, 

Collector of Sylhet 


Rev^'vtie Roait) 

CaI Cl T'ta, 

24/A OJober T7^0 


[■Received 251 h Novtinl er ] 

SlE, 

I am diiected by the Board of Ron cone to desire yoi ^\lU J nnird it(h 
transmit them translations of the oihoo’cits (iiterLl into hy tli a MiuidB’’<i of 
tic districts an lei your Bupeiintcuduiut for tho levenue of the curient year 

1 am, etc, 


B. Amin, 


BetrHary, 


No. 99 

[Received 2nd November ] 

To TBi Hon’blb Robbut Lindsay, 

J udge of the Dtwany Adawlat at Sylhet. 

Bevbnci DKPABTiriirT ; 

Council Chamber . 

The %hth October 1786 

Bx», 

n* Bieht Hon’ble the Oorernor General end Council, heing deewm* Sodto 
^JNKttillcaahUnMM of the Sadder Dewany Adawlut into regular tram 



66 


SYLHET DISTBICT RECORDS. 


desire you will cause all the appellants and respondents within your jurisdio* 
tion to be served with notices that the Board will sit as a Court of appeal on the 
14tlj day of Docembcr next and will henceforward continue to sit one day 
in every succeeding week ; previous to which date the respective parties, or 
their vakeels, are required to attend the Examiner and Register, in order that 
the reports or their appeals may be prepared to lay before the Court ; yon 
will signify to the parties that, on failure of such attendance, the Court will 
proceed to consider and delcrmine on the reports to be made from the proceed- 
ings and proofs contained in the tninsmissals of the several moffussil Judges. 

You ar ^ further to return to the Sadder Adawlut a particular account of 
the time and manner in which the prescribed notices havj been served, verified 
by affidavits from the persons serving the same, and you will also send immedi- 
ately to the Sudder Courts the translation of all prooeodings in appealed causes 
not hitherto transmitted, and roetiiy any omissions that have taken place in 
respeet to the directions contained in the fifth article of tho J udieial Regula- 
tion, for ilia trausinussion of the pioceediugs, as a regular and exact obedience 
to this article in future will be deemed indispensable . 


I am, etc , 
'Wic. Brcirb, 
Secretary. 


No. lOU. 

CiRCULAU. 

To THE IIoN'niR Robert Ltndsav, 

Judge of the Mofusfeil Dowanny Adawlut 
lb Sylhet. 

Revenue DsFARTiifENT, 
Council Chamber, 
October 1786. 

[Received November 7th ] 


Sir, 

1 reque‘'1 you will correct two mistakes which I observe in my letter to 
you of the instant have been made, in the first part Examiner 
and Register are written instead of Examiner and Reporter*^: in the 
second part you are directed to attend to ** Fifth^"* instead of the ‘^Fifty-fourth” 
article of the 3 udicial Regulations. 

1 am, etc,, 

W. Bbuebis, 
SecfttArp* 
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No. 101. 


To THi Hon'blb Robiut Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Rkvenl'k Department, 


Council Chambek, 
27 1/' October 17S6. 


[Received Docomber Igt.J 

SlE, 

I am directed by the Ripfht ITon^blo the Governor General and C«Mincil to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the i9th July, and to inform you 
that they have been pleased to appoint Lieutenant Thomas Davidson Junior 
to your Station. 


I am, etc., 
W, Brueiil, 
Secretary 


No. 102. 


Circular. 


To THE Hon’dre Robert Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylbet. 


Revenue Board, 

The 2lth I^ooemhcr 1786. 


[Received 14th November,] 

SlE, 

We transmit for your information and guidance the cncloscl extract of a French, 
letter from the Right Hon'ble the Governor General and Council relative to 
the privilege of the French to hoist flags at any places where they have 
inay settle, for the purpose of trade. 


We are, etc., 
Wm. Cowpbe, 
Tbo8 Qeabav» 
Bd. JorbsoNi 
1. EmYK. 



Famdoare 

EatabUihmoDt. 
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Enolobube. 

Extrart of a Letter from the Eight H$n*hU the Governor General and Council 
in their Secret and t'oeeign Department^ dated the V^th of October 
]7S(;, and recorded in the Proceedings of the Board of Bevenue of the 
27th of the same months 

A question hnving come before up in re. poet to the privilejfp of the French 
to Iioist at Maulda and Chittagong?, wu have evidence before us which we 
deem inoonti'gt iblo that the French had no rii?ht to hoist flags at those places 
before the last war ; and, as we have found ourselves requiiol to pronounce 
whether this privilege should be allowed to them at any places where they 
have settle 1, or may settle, lor the purix)ses of trade, we have re'.olved that 
the flag of flis Most Christian Majody be hoisted only at the five oriijijial 
factories belonging to the French at Chandernagoro, Dacca, Patna, Cossim- 
bazar and Ballasore^ and at that factory which t.hey have hcen permitted 
to Cbtahlish in lieu of Jugdoa; that their houses of trade and other agencies, 
fiuch as tho'^e at Soopore, Kerpoy, Canicola, JVlohunporo, Senmpore, Chitta- 
gong and Maulda bo considorod as subi»rdinale to tho said original factories, and 
tliat a flag be not pcrmittei to bebosited at any of them. \Vo have, therefore, 
re<juc*sto 1 the French Agent to discontinue the use of hoisting the flag of 
Ills Most Christian MajcHty at any plac'S excepting those at which they are 
permitted to be hoisted by this Resolution. The Revenue Chi(*fs and C'dlectors 
under immediate authority are to be acquainted with this ordtr, but im'ructed 
a^' tho same time, m event of the French not acceding to tho spirit of it, not 
to proccci to tlic last estrcraity by taking down flags where fligs have been 
improperly hoisted ; but, after formally remonstrating against this practice 
wherevi r necessary, to report to ns through you the instances in which remon- 
strances are found ineffectual, and wait our orders for thoir further guidance. 

Bevonuo Board. 

A true extract 
B. Apmn. 

Secretary. 


No. 103. 

To JONMTTAIf DrNOAN, EsQ., 

Preparer of Reports to the Revenue Department, 

Fort William. 

Stlhit : 

Z\st October 1783. 

SiE, 

I am favored with your letter of the 3rd instant requiring me to transmit 
you an account of the contingencies of the Adawluts. The established allowances 
granted by the Hon^ble Board for the Dewany Adawlut amounts to 8a* 
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Rs. 272 per month and for the Phojedarj Establishment Rs 2i2 No 
contingencies have eyer been allowed, nor luui provision betn made by tW 
Hon^ble Board for the Dewany charges inourred m apprehendmg and 
sending dekoits to Dacca. Since the estahlishmeut of that othco, T have, 
therefore, defrayed these chargee, as also that of keeping up the armed boatn 
for the protection of the province, from the oommission received, which by m 
account of receipts for the^e three years past tiansmitted to the Secretary to 
the General Department amounts only to about Ks 1,500 , so that, at prchcnt, 
1 am considerably out of pocket by the chargee loLuned tor the above sci viced* 

1 an , eto , 

B Lindsiy. 


No 101. 


To Colonel Bobs, 

Military Secretary to 

the Righu llon'ble the Governor General, 
Calcutta. 


511. 


Syluet 

29//^ Oetoher 


Ensign William Troop, who was some years ago appointel bv the rd to 
reside with the Collector of Sylhet, being unable from the unwliojoH>nio < hmnto 
to continue any longer, has with permission relurn^l tf> the Picbid *' 7 c ^ 
me to intorm you that there is no legular Military ( omn ini at r»jlnet , 
which is a u strict upwards of 200 miles from any othei s ttleincnt i lom its 

vicinity to the mountainb, we are sunouuded on three Sides b\ tn Mdtbonu neig 
hours Acting offensively against them wt have found from >ong otpenen o 

ineffectual, and the only mode of ensuring their good behninour and o prevtu - 
ing their inoursions is by supporting armed boats upon the lakt b an sevtra 
small forts and passes kading upwards the hills. 

The force made use of for the 

reduced as occasion requires, and the whole . 

defraredfrom the sum of Bs. 1.200 pe. month allowed W Covornmen 
for the protection of the Proyince Ihe P of 

nuR. and it [was] not attended with on -th.rf of the “I®"®* 

% IS addresiU to you with a v.ew the Biffht M a ble Goiornor 

Oenerid'Bay he acquainted with mv situation m point o “" J 

.» the same time, te apologue for the liberty I tokem oiw!®, 

nant James Davidson Junior may he appointed to leside with the Collect r 
«f B^lhht in the room of Ensign Troop This young man has for “ 0 “o tune 
mt bin with me upon a y. 4 sn’d [is] at this 

Ml chec kin g the incursions of a petty Kajah, who is unusual y , , , 

It mar perhaps appear to His Lordship that a station of 
dunis |H> npdMOOM^d, would be more fit for an miahd officer, but 
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A rrMri of 
Boron ae 


neither the country nor the olimate of Sylhet is adapted to a man of an in- 
firm (^nstitution, and activity is frequently requirecU Of this I have had 
experience upon many occasions. 

1 am, etc., 

&. Lindsay. 


No. 105. 


John Stables, Esq., 

President, and Members of the Beard of Revenue, 

Calcutta. 


Sylhit : 


Tht Ini K§vember 1786. 


Gentlemen, 

Herewith I have the honor to enclose you—* 

Treasury account ; 

Charges General ; 

Charges Zemindary ; 

Toujee account of the Sylhet 'District for the month of October 1786 
with the duplicates ot the same m Persian and Bengal languages. 

It is a disagreeable task to be constantly under the necessity of troubling: 
the Board with explanations of heavy balances, but such is my situation and 
the wretched poverty of the distriot 1 superiuteud that [it] is unavoidable ; for 
Urge baUnoes will appear, notwithstanding every exertion on my part, and 
reasons must be assigned. The original cause, which is well known to the Board, 
still exists. In addition to this I must repeat, what 1 mentioned in my It iter 
of the 2nd ultimo,* that rioe of the coarsest kind is the only produce of the 
Sylhet lands. When this crop fails, or when there are no sales, it is equally 
detrimental to the Revenues. The small sums hitherto collected, since the 
beginning of the current year, have been paid by the securities from whom no 
more can be expeoteJ. But scaroe a single cowrie has arnved from^ the per* 
gunnahs for many mouths, as there is no sale whatever for the^ rice, which is now 
offered at all the bazars for five maunds per rupee, and no purob^rs. Under 
those circumstances, 1 flatter myself 1 will oot labour under the imputation of 
neglecting my duty. 

I have, etc., 

B. LtNDSATi 


•No. 67,p^«C9. 
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No. 106. 


To Wir.LUJi BtmBftB, Esq., 

Seorotary to the Right Hon'ble 

the Oovernor Genenl and Connoil, 


Fort William. 


Sylsst : 

The trd Kovembtr l?8fl 


Stt. 

I have been favored with your letter of the 25rd ultimo. Upon examina- Appaait to 
tion of the register of the caust^e brought before this Adawlut sinou ita inatitu- 
tion, 1 do not perceive any appeal has been made to the Sadder Df»wany Court 
Court Whenei^er any is madsi I shall pay strict obedience to the orders of 
the Right Hon’ble Board. 

I am, etc , 

B. llXVDSAf. 


No. 107. 

To IiiMUT* Jaicias Davidsom. 

Sylhpt » 

trd November 1780 . 

SiEi 

Ensign William Troop, wh'> has been stationed with me for some time Military 
past, having found it nec^-ssaiy to return lo the Presidency at a season when 
the hill people are most trouhlcbomo, viz,, the beginning of harvest, I am now 
under the necessity of roquestin f your assistance upon the following occasion, 
Radaram of Pertaubgur, joined with a large party of mountaineers, having 
attacked the Khellah^ or small fort which pTotoc1> the pirgunnahs bordering 
upon the Cutchar country, and having done considerable mischief in its n< ighbonr- 
hood by burning the villageb, putting to death many of the inhabitants, 1 heg you 
will take the command of 180 seapoys and a gun, and pro^^ thither by water 
without deluy. You will find upon your arrival at the Khellah that it will 
be only in your power to act upon the defensive, nor would I by any means 
recommend you to do otherwise, the whole country being impenetrable forest 
interspersed with hills, so much so that, had you ten thousand men under your 
command, instead of 200, they would be of no seivice. All that you ow 
th.refc» do is thie-^to defend the Khellah while you are there, to throw in 
sW jionthB* provisions for the seapoys who are to remain there, and to prevent 
thehiU people from cutting the crop and carrying nee to the mountains. 

To this last service I request your particular attention, for the^ ten 7^* 
experience I have had of these people has taught me that there w no other 
mode of preeenring their peaceable behaviour and of forcing t^ ^ our 
eooommodation than by stopping their usual supplies of grain. This I have 
alwaye fomid to have the deeired effect in the course of two or three months. 
ir«i Infam jHde tliat ym hate leoeived orders to join yoor corps now in 
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Military 


Fort William^, and therefore you heaitate to eomplv with my reqoeat, for 
fear of incurrinfil' the displeasure of your Commanding Officer, and of being 
brought to a Court Martial for disobedience of ordern I am sorry you should 
labour under this disagreable predicamMOt, but in time of profound peace, a 
delay of two months can make but little difference. As a justifioation for 
your complying with my r* quest, T take the whole responsibility upon mytelf, 
for the honour of Gorernment must be supported by their servants upon an 
urgent occasion of this kind. 

lam, etc., 

R. Linosay. 


No. 108. 

To Liiut JAiiif Davidson. 


StLHlt . 

Nq date 1786. 

SlE, 

The Jemindar, who now defends the Forts at Chur Oholah, near Portaubgur, 
being much straightened for provisions, 1 request you will proceed there with* 
out delay with au escort of 20 sepoys and 20 bergondosses, and after having 
supplied it with 200 maunds of rice for prebcnt use, and with ammunition, 
you will leave as many seapoys as yon think sufficient to defend the place 
againat serious attacks. You will then return to Egarasiittee, where you 
will iind a gun with a further supply of rice, which yon will be pleased to 
conduct back to the Kullah The force you will take with you for this 
pur{) 08 e from the Khellah 1 suppobc you will [find to] be about 80 sepoys 
and ^0 bergondostcs. 

1 send Mahomed Caun to Egarasuttee with directions to reside there, in 
order to prepare what provisions you may require and forward letter j to ani 
frim Sylhet 

You luvo perwannaUs to the Fertaubgur, 2ufPorgur, Egarasuttee zemin- 
daib to furnish what people vou may require anl such assistance as you deem 
nc essary It they aie backward in supplying you, send two or three seapoys 
and compel them Make Egarasuttee your general rendezvous, and do not 
allow a hingle mm to go from the fort without sufficient escort, ezeeptiog it 

IS 1 with a letter, in which cas’ he can make his way good by 

niglit without any danger of being lutercapt'd. It is unnecessary for you to 
send one of his sons hostage for his future good behaviour. You will out 
a« much of the gram as you possibly can to supply the Khellah, and prevent 
Radaram, if possible, from carrying away the crop I recommend your 
diBtre«)Bing him and his ryotts as much as you possibly can by burning the 
villages and driving away their cattle. In order to prevent wastage in a 
place where provisions are not to be had, it will be proper to appoint a man to 
serve ont a duly allowance of rioe, salt, etc. Keep all the small dingiees at 
the Kellahi and trawl them on shore to prevent their carrying away. 



SYLHET DtSTBICT RECORDS. 


t3 


It may perhaps be necessary to send the larger boats back to Egarasutte 
for want of water in the small rivers. 


1 amj etc., 

R Likdsat. 


No. 109. 


To THB CoUMANOnrO OlFICEB, 

of the Srd Battalion of Enropeans, 

Port W illiam 

SviHKT • 

yoiemht} J786. 

Sit, 

I take the liberty of troubling you with copy of a letter T ha\e found Military 
necessary to tho address Lieutenant James DaviiUon iind*»r jour (omMund 
He rccpivtd oiders a few days ago to join hia corps and ha I aduallv imliatUed 
for Calcutta, when a considerable body of mountaineei s sppe iTcd i>» arms 
against ns^ and, m fho absence of the oificer stationed here, 1 requested Jim 
assistance Being well acquainted with the consequence of disobtdi nee ot 
orders, T was sorry to he obliged to request Mr. Davidson^R presence at a 
time when he had positive orders to pioceed to the Presidency, but 1 hope 
both he and I will be justified in your opinion for deviating from the ndos o'* 
military discipline when the honour of our Enijdoyers, and my own imincdi.dc* 
authority as their representative was immediately at stake If you sJil) 
blame Lieutenant Davidson, for complying with rnv request, 1 b’g you will 
consider mo in fault, not him, and I will esteem it [a favour] if you will rcpoit 
him absent with leave until he joins his corps, whuh will be in the couibe oi 
two months, unless he meets moreserioub rosjstaoce than what I have leatou 

to apprehend. 

I lla^e, etc , 

K Limjbvy 


No. 110. 


Jonathan Duncan, Esq., 

Preparer of Reports, Revenue De]»aitmcnt, 

Tort William. 


B^Ln>T : 

Aih No^<mher 17 ^ 6 . 


Sib, 

I have duly received your favour of the 24th ultimo and your letter of tl e Fxand 
2'4th September 1783, concerning some complaints preferred against me by 
E^jartam Sei*)i. IV* now before me. 
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Ordnance. 


In reply I must report that Shreenaut Roy has been dead upward! of eix 
years. Rada Kiecn and Jiwcn KiuBen, being still alivei 1 have ordered them 
to attend you at the Presideiify. 

Your motive for calling them down is to prove the authenticity of the 
ekternamab, which 1 can vontiue to affirm will appear to be forged by the 
testimony of a thou '•and ^v it iietasOH^ nor is there the handwriting of a single 
Z'lnindar to the whole ]>jpcj. 

Enclosed I trouble you with the declaration of the five Head Canongoes of 
Sylhet, attested by the Ciwzcc,* among thcbc Jeewen Kigen are included. Upon 
comparing Rij^iram’s ochunamAlit with their eignaturo it will appear if they 
cot respond or not. 

It is now almost ten yeirs since I have resided here ; during which time, 
Rajaram Seiii hv an unparalleled ])crsevcrancc has persecuted me with oontinual 
coinpIaintB [against] me and my servants. To upwards of fifty I have given 
regular answi and cannot help considering it a matter of peculiar hardship 
that h^ is not been obliged to prove his alh^gations. Rajai'am now instituted 
a complaint against nly l^eshkar in the Supreme Court of Judicature for 
25/)0u rupees — a ciroumslance that gives me infinite satisfaction, as it brings 
the matter to a crisis sooner than I expected, and 1 presume it will likewise 
save you some trouble. 


I am, etc., 

R. Lindbat. 


No. 111. 


To Lieutikawt Humthreyb, 

Seoretaiy to the Board of Ordnance, 

Fort William. 


Sylhet : 

Novemher 1786. 


Sir, 

I am sorry to inform you that the boit witli the supply of arms and 
ammunition, which the Hon'’b1e Board were pleased to order me, was unfortn- 
nat(>ly sunk in a gale of wind between this and Dacca. The arm<t are alt 
saved but the powder rendered useless. I have therefore to request the favour 
that the Board will be pleased to order me an immediate BUpPlj of six ot dight 
barrels of powder, as the hill people are veiy troublesome, and I have very little 
ammunitioii loft in the magazine at this place. 

I am, etc«, 

R. IjIKBiAl^. 

• KaiiHBdgs, """ " ' 

t Akd^nama ▲ wMim seatraot. 



SYLfiET DISTRICT RECORDS. 


76 


No. 112. 

To WiLLTAiC Larkins, Eiq. 

Symh-t 

Atih Kovrnibcr 1786. 

Dear Larkins, 

I am favoured wiili yonr IstLor of the uH tho, imd 1 r>ow yon Acoountti. 

our Treasuiy Aooount for August wbLcli will how i;ilyc ' alutico was 

carried forward to September. 

The treasury Accounts transmitted to y» .is* and the Uc’''o))uo Offioo now 
oorreBpond — vvlilch they have not done befo*o for liie'^o last mouths. The 
accounts during this period wore returnod for corroctious ; yours wore not. 

The circumstance was this. The Estabh'-hmenl was ordered to l»e paid 
one month in arrearn by which means we bad to refund (),Si»7 rawns, for 
which your accounts had not credit. I hope to see you a^ CalcutU in 
Deoember. 

1 am, dear Larkins, 


Your sio corely, 
[R. Lindsay.] 

P.S'.— The account for September will remain in its present state. 


No. 113. 

To THB Hon’blb Robert Linbiay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Khalsa : 


November 1786. 

[Beoeived 26th November 1786.] 

Sir, 

To^ enable me to prepare the sunnud in favour of Glaur Hurry Singh, I beg 
you will transmit me the signature of the Canongoes, the’ hakerkat jamma’*^ 
•*^d tuxe^t papers of the lands purchased by him, as speedily as possible. 


I am, etB , 

\ Jonathan Duncan. 

Prepater e/ EeporU, Revenue Department, 


|bUmM«Jaiaa. Aooorai of zeroDne to ilw psclod of isaigiimani to the Conpasy. 
alUiie of awosMaetit. 
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No, 114. 


To TBS Ho 2 ?^blb Bobbbt Likbsat, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Calcutta ; 


November 1786. 


[BeoeiTed 25th Norraiber 1786.] 

SiB; 

I Am directed by the Board of Revenue to inform you that the Right 
Hon'ble the Governor General and Council have thought proper to btation 
Lieutenant Thomas Davidson at your Colleotorihip in the room of Ensign 
Troop. 

I am^ etc.» 

B. Aplin^ 
Seereiarjf* 


No. 116. 

William Bruerb, Esq., 

Secretary to the Bight Hon'ble 

the Governor-General and Council, 

Fort William. 

Btlset : 

0/A November 1786. 
SlE, 

I have been favoured with your letter of the 7th of September and have 
now the pleasure to transmit you the Abstract Register therein required. 

I am, etc., 

R. Liin^SAT. 


No. 116. 

[BeceiTsd 26th Rovexober 1786.] 
To Robert Limdsat, Esq. 


Fort William. 


ISM November 1786. 


Bib, 

1 am this day lavored with your letter respeoting the absolute necessity of 
Lieutenant Davidson's presence in the district under you, but as it is not in my 
powers to grant him leave, I shall inform Lord Oornwallis of the purport oi 
what you Uve represented, and have not the least doubt but his oountena&ca 
will immediately be met with« of which 1 shall inform you. 

I have, etc , 

Augustus Kbppbl Dicksob, 
Captain Commandinff, 

Brd Matialion of 
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No. Ill 


JiiM 

Pnoiide&t, ttxid MaiiiilM d the Board of ReTonua, 

Port William. 


Stlmby ; 


16M November 1786. 


QnvfiMumt, 

I waa duly laTored with your letter of tho 24th October, authorising of BemiHionsof 
1,50,000 from the Jumma of 1193. As the year is now far advanced and 
bat very little collected, it would bo attended with bad consequences to doclnre 
any intentions at this moment, for it would not only draw all the numerous 
Imd holders from the mufussil, bat pat a stop to the collections and cultivations 
for at least two months more. I, therefore, beg leave to propose that tho 
same demands as formerly should rest against the zemindars, and you may roly 
upon my exerting myself to the utmost in realising as [much as] can be done 
with propriety. I nave already mentioned to the Board that the side produc • of 
the district is of the coarsest kind of rice, for which there is not the smallobt 
demand at present j and, unless the price rises, there must be a viry groat deti- 
oiency in coUecitidns— at least two lacks of cawns. It gives me much jiain to 
be under the necessity of troubling so often with these representations from 
the apprehension that it may appear to you exaggerated, but as 1 am eon- 
sdaos of having done no mart tbaa mf duty, an appology, I flatter myself, is 
nnneeessary. 

I some time ago informed yea of my having been obliged to send Lieute- 
nant Ijbviason with a oonsiderable force against a refrwtory zemmdar aictoa 
by the bill people* Ite has ikiet with more serious opposition than I expeoteu, 
or eren eaqperlefieed before, but, I latter myself, they anil soon be reduced to 
obedience or obliged to tetiie to the mountains. 

As the opesations ars chiefly carried on in boats, the ^pence for two or 
tklis Bontbe VriU eoasiderably eiessd tbs establishment. This, at a future 
9«ito4 will be sabiMtted to /oar eonsideration^ 

1 have, etc., 

B. LiMPiat, 


No. 118 . 

l!(iia«a >o< MmImM «f tiwBoiid rf E*mM, 

Fort William. 

STLsni 

thik Nm>§mh0r 1786. 


. I km w iu. v UxwA yoy ^ 
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of the district. In reply, I beg leave to refer you to a letter addieeted to 
your Secretary by the Collector under date of the 10th October. 

Prom the calamity which thie Jietrict euitainod laet year, the z 'tnlndan 
could not bo prevailed upon to ren^w their ^engagements with Government 
upon the original terms ; and, for the reasons now well known to Government, 
it could not ^ith propriety be insisted upon. No oabooleits have, therefore, 
been executed. 

1 have, etc., 

William Htnomait, 
Acting ColleeioT^ 


Tippera 


No. 119. 

To TBE Hon’blii! Robibt Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


TirFBRAH : 


Deecmher 1786. 

pEtoceived 19tb Docemher 1766r] 

SlE, 

The farmer of the Savr Noomagur, having represent to me thet the 
zemindars and ajarahdars^ of thejpergunnah Bijoorah aependent on Syl|sA fam 
detained and oondned certain beopars and others, who were about to e&ter the 
Tipperah Hills for the purpose of bringing down ootfcon, wbioh they had either 
ma& advances for, or which they were aiboot to parchaie, and ae sneh 
obstructions, if permitted to be continued, will be attended with a very ooa'^ 
siderable loss to the Said Sayr mahl, whose very existence consisted in the duties 
from the cotton, etc., brought down from the Hills, and as the Jnmma of tfait 
forms no veiy inconsiderable part of the revenues of the Tipperah proidhee, 
1 beg leave to refer the petition of the farmer to your serious attention^ mditet 
that you will adopt such salutary measures as may effectually pnt % Stop to any 
interruption of the like kind in future ; and, at the same tin^e permit me to 
solicit that you will now issue your perwannah to the ^ttersoiu oomplaiaed 
against, requiring the immediate enlargement of tiioee wfiont they have thus 
unwarrantably detained, and that henoetorth they Mbeav to interrupt thtff 
free ingress and egress to and from the Hills mi uny pretext whatever. 


I have, etc., 
JoHV BuLLXm, 


• Ifimdtar, a wfenas fsiiMt. 



BYL&Ef DISTRICT RECORDS. 




No. 120. 


To THE Hon’bUI BoBBET L1NO6AT, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


EetIsncb Boabd, 
Calcutta : 


The t!0M 178d, 

[Beoeiired 19th Btfoomber ] 

SIR, 

We tranemit you herewith extract of a letter addresaed to ua by the Ki^ht 
Hon'ble the Oovenior-Oeueral and Council, and deaire you will make a 
provision for the widow of J oTon agreeable to the orders therein contained. 


We are, etc., 
Wa^, CowPER. 
Tbos. Grauw. 
JoKN Mackenzie 
Bn. JoHHsoir. 


Enolosurb. 

Extract of *9 Itiierffom tio Bi^ki Hon*6ie the Gooernor General and Counetl 
in iheir (^erei and Foreign Department^ under date ik^ %^th Fovemher 
1786. 

Having been informed by M. Dangereux, that the widow of the dandy,* whc 
was killed in Deoembor last by a cannon shot from the garrison of Dudg< 

Budge, while attending on the French V Eeperance^ and to whom a 

compensation was stipulated to be made by separate article of the Convention 
resides in the pargunnah of Loquia^ tour days of from Silhet, and that she 
cannot come to Caliutta to receive it, we desire that you will give instruetioni 
to Mr. Lindsay, the Collector of Eevenue, to make such provision for hei 
as he may se ex*^ adequate!, observing to him, at the same tune, it is our wist 
and intention that the recompense which she is entitled to for her loas shoulc 
he liberal. 

We are informed that she ie the widow of a irorson of the name of Jorot 
whoee Isilher and mother were called Cubil and Boktare. 

Iteveime Board. 

A true extract. 

Arxok, 

Seereiarg* 


e Baadh s bostiSMi. 
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No. 181. 

To Jobs Stablbs, Esq., 

«nd ^#mberf of Board 

of Rerentiei Port William. 

Btlbct : 

Dietmhif 1786. 

OiWTLBHair, 

ISirewitli 1 hare the honof Mrinail yov TMaury Aoeoimt^ 

Charges Colleotions ; 

Chirks General ; 

Charges Zemindaiy ; and 

ToaJ^ aoeouat of the Sylhet provinces lor the n^nth of Noveihber 
178H, with duplicates of tke whole in the J^efsian and Bengal 
languages. 

The balance at the end of this month, though apparently large^ is much less 
than 1 had reason to expect, as a very la^ part of it has been occasioned by 
the depredations of Radaram, a zemindtf of Pertaubg^r, who being joined by 
a considerable number of Cosseas or mountaineers has attacked the KUlah 
which protects the pergunnahs bordering on the Catohar country, and has 
done oonndetable itnsohief in its neighbourhood by burning the villages 
and putting to death many of the inhabitants. 

Lieutenant Davidson is now out against him with a strong military^foroe 
and two guns, but, till he is apprehend^, I have but little prospect of oolleot- 
ing anything from these pergunnahs. 

In this month's account, 1 have also ^hhrgdd Cawhi 8l9761-18'}),4 
or 8a. Rs. 6,825, lt-9-2, being a ddfioienoy due Irom BoOsdiik D«ki» tto leAo 
ChaJianeby* of Sjlhctt. For particulars of the deficiency I must bog teafo 
to refer you to the Collector ^o letter to yonr Boltrd Mier aatd the 15tk JMigtiit 

»m.t . 

1 have, etc., 

[W. Hibdsob.] 


^ALOum : 

The 515 } 788 . 


No. 188 . 

GziimAit. 

To TBi Hon'bi^b B. Ij|ir 90 Ay» 

Cifiicotor 6f fiy&et. 

Sn, 

We transmit for your information a^d obedience the onplosed copy of a 
Resolution passed by the B^ht Hon'ble the Qofmot OoiMl fihd Council <m 
the ft2nd ultimo. 

We are, etc., 

Wic. OowriB. 
T^Qi.OBiEUIC» 

Jm MAoximi* 

I. Emm 


0 gh i t a n shj* a oMh-hstpsf . 


I t astshm8^71iPi|s5^ 
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Enclosubb. 

Extract of a letter from iJte Uigfit Hon* He (jovernor General and Connaf 
dated the ^tnd November j78G and recorded ew the Seereiarf^ offiit of 
the Board 0 / Revenue under date the Becemhtr 1736. 
RESOLVED in future that all Servants of tlio Company employod in tbe 
Revenue and Commercial De^iartments do resign their oHHoes prsvious to thoir 
application to return to Europe, and that it be published that all applicatiotm 
or this nature will be rejected unless attended by a certificate Irom the 
Department under wbicli they acted that they have bottled a'‘counl-<. 

Revenue Board. 

A true extract. 

B. Apun, 

Secretary, 


No. 123. 

To JoNAiHAN Duncan, Esq., 

Preparer of Reports to the Revenue Department, 

Fort William. 

SiLiiBr : 

^th December I7S3. 


Sib, 

I have the pleasure to transmit you the hukikut jumma of Chytunnagur 
which you required to enable you to prepare a sunnad for Gaur H irry Sing * 

I am, etc., 

[W. 11 DAI AN.] 


No. 124. 


To the Hon’ble R. Linds at, 

Collector of Sylbet. 


Reveni e Boabd, 
Calcutta, 

Wth Deeemoer 1786. 


[Eeceired 29th December 1786 ] 


Sib. 

Houraddrew to the Prejident of the 16th ultimo beeing been eubmitted 
by him to tho Board of Revenue, I have their direetione to ioform yon that 
ha^ been pleased to grant yon their yermiasion to repair to the Pre- 
ndency. 

I am, etc. 

B. Atun. 


• No. 113, S« Abort W 75. 
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No. 185. 


Aoooants. 


To THE H0 N'bI.B RobBBT LiriDBAT, 

Colleotor of Sylhet. 


Rbvbkitb Boabd^ 


Calcutta . 

The 19M December 1786. 

[Eeceived 4th January 1787.] 

We have received your letter of the 16th ultimo covering your Toujee 
acoount for the month of Cartick. 

In the present state of the district under your charge we can only say 
that we rely on your exerting yourself to realize ae large a balaneo as possible 
without adding to the distress which the inhabitauts have already suffered 
from the inundation. We need hardly observe that at the present season 
of the year your utmost vigilance will bo required for that purpose. 

Wc remark with concern that though the rains have now subsided, your 
(vartick Towjee aooount did not roach us in time to be included in our General 
Report to the Hon^ble Board u}K>n the oollections of that month. We must 
once more recommend to you to furnish us with your Towjee accounts within 
the limited period, while the season of the year ^mits of it. 


We arc, etc., 

Wm. CowpER. 
Thos. Grahait. 
John Maokei^zie. 
J, Evelyn. 


Feos. 


No. 126. 

Circular. 

To THE Hon^ble Robebt Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Revenue Boaud, 
Calcutta : 


The bth December 1786. 


[Received 2$th March 1787.] 

Sir, 

Accompanying we transmit you the amilnamahs for the gettlement 
districts under your Superintendence for the present year, which we 
you will forthwith deliver to the proprietors and collect from them at tw 
same time the customary and established fee of % por cent, on the 3 UlU*tta w 
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the ym, observing that the amoant xs ouno account to ho deluded fiom or 
bleided with Govammeat^s , and that to le^ntt it scpar^telj 

Wm Cowpee 
TiJos Geaham 
J Mackbn/ib. 

R Johnson. 

T Evelyn 


No. 127. 

Ctrculae. 

To T3B HoN’Bpt Eobsui Linosay^ 

Collector of {3ylhet 


Re\enue no\rn, 

C ilClTTA 

The IM DeHinbti J7Sd 


[Bec«ived 14tli Januaiy 1787 ] 

SlE, 

We desire that yon will «••• ascertain and report to us for the mforma Frtneu 
tion of the Govomor General and Council at what places in the districts 
under your snperuiteiideiice [French] flags are now hoi&tod 

Wc arc, cto», 

Wm, Coupkr 
Thos GeaHiiV 
John Macken/ie 
Bn Johnson, 

J Evelyn 


No 128. 

To TEB Hon^bLb Robert Lindsay, 

CoHiOtor of Sylhet. 

Kbybndb Dbb aetufnt, 
Fort Willum 
17ik January 1787. 


Sib, 

I MB by th. Hon'ble the Oowmor General and Cennjal to .ckiww. 

ledge a. .t yenr letter to them of the 11th Octohet Iwt with its 
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enclosuros, and to transmit you the foliowinjjr pablioation^'^ which yon are 
desired to make ; when, if no objections should be received, the Board will 
order a sunnud to be despatched in favour of Gour Hurry Sing 

I am, etc., 

W. Wbbbbk, 

Secretary, 


No. 129. 

To THE Hon'blb Robbbt Linds ai. 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Revbnijb Boabd, 
Calcutta t 


The 16M January 1787. 

[AooelTod 29tb January 1787 ] 

Sir, 

By the desire of the Right Hon^ble the Governor General in Council, we 
direct you to cause strict enquiry to be made in your jurisdiction for a man 

named Emat DaniLl Leslie, who was the first cooper of the Dutch 

ship Stiaahr and has been charged before the Director and Council at 

Chinaura as a party in the* of one John Reed a punch-house 

keeper We arc also to direct t^t his person may when found 

and that you will immediately report the circumstance to us for the information 
and further orders of the Hon'ble Board 

We are, etc., 

Wm. Cowpsa. 

Thos Graham. 

John Maokbnzieu 
Rd. Johnson. 

J« Evelyn. 


No. 130. 
Circular. 


To THE Hon'ble Robert Lxnosat, 
Collector of Sylhet. 


Revenub Board^ 
CALOtTTTA : 


The IBth January 1787* 
[Beceired S9th January 17B7.|3 

Sir, 

1 am directed by the Board of Revenue to desire you will no lon^^ satiA 
your Public Accounts and bills of exchange immediately to the Board, bat 4a 


* NtipmoitPd 
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future at the appointed periods transmit your Treasury Accounts (with Persiai^ aeocanta 
ooanterparts)| EetimatM and Bills of Exchange to the Acoountaat-Oeneral to 
the Revenue Department and your monthly Towjtioaoooauts with Persian 
copies and explanations to the Preparer of Reports, when they will he reported 
on by those officers to the Board. 


1 am, etc., 
B. Aplin, 
Seeretarff, 


No. 181. 

John Bullxb, Esq., 

Resident at Tipperah. 

Stlhst : 

SOM January 1787. 

S»» 

1 beg leave to refer the enclosed petition of the former of Beejoorali to your 
eensideration, and have to request you will depute a person [oul the pak of 
Noomagar SSemmdars* as an Ameen, and I will depute one on the part ot the 
Beejoora Zemindars to ascertain their respeotive boundaries. 


* 


I am, >tc., 
R. Lindsay. 


No. 132. 

ClROULAB. 

To THi Hov^bli Robert Lindsat, 

CoUeotor of Sylhet. 

Rbvbnub Board, 
Calcutta : 


The %%nd January 1787* 


[Rsoeived 6th Pehmary.] 

Sib, 

I hersiVliHi transmit you two copies— one in the Persian, the other in the 
Asto^al language— of the Regulations respecting tbs Compan/s Weavers. 


I am, etc., 

B. Aplih, 

Secreiary* 


a Bee abcfs. No. 119, pass 
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John Shore 


No. 188. 

Circular 

To THE IIon’blb Mr. R, Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Retenue Boaeu, 
Caujutta : 

Ihe 50^A January 1787. 

[Received 12th February ] 

Sir, 

We transmit you for your information and pruidanoo the enclosed copy of 
a letter received from the Right Hon'ble tlie Governor General in Council, 
and beg leave to acquaint you that Mr. Shore has this day in consequence 
taken his seat at our Board as President 

Wo are, e^c., 

Wm. Cowpbr. 

Tiios. Orahabi. 

John Mackenzie. 

J. Evelyn. 

Enclosure, 

To William Cowper, Esq., 

Acting President, and Members of the 
Board of Revenue. 

Ritbkue Department, 

Fort William : 

The January 1^87* 

CrENTI BjfEN, 

Mr Stables^ having resigned his station of a Member of this Govern- 
ment, and thereby vacated the ofDoe which he held of President to yOur 
Beard, we have now to acquaint you that the vacancy theieby occisioUM in 
the Governor General and Council has this day boon filled up by the 
f-uccession of John Shore, Esq., according to the provision contained to that 
effect in the last Commission of Government from the the Hon'ble the Court 
of Dircciorb. 

Ml . Shoret having upon his promotion been requested by us to accept of the 
vacant station of your iVesident, has agreed to take that charge upon him, in 

* John Stablos onffwallj came to Beuffal from Madras as aa Snsiga in 1759. OonuufiUdsd 
at Monghyr 1 > fought at Buxar, Ootohsr 23, 1764. Eetued 1769 Member of the SnpreSie 

Coauml Nov. Ii82— Jan 1787 _ 

t John Shore, bom Oot 8, 1761. Writer 1769. Member of the Calontta Committeej^ 
enne 1775—1780 Member of ^ CommittM of Bevenne. Went home. Beftninad 1787 hi 
of the Sapreme Oounoil Betumed 1790. Oreikted Boronet 1792. Govemor^eii^xeA, OdLlw- 
Maroh 1798 Created Baron Temmonth. IT^&ed Feb. K 1824. 
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oonseqiii^nce of whioli we have thle day appoiufccd him Pre^idout of the Boar i 
of Revenue accordingly. 


We are, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient Ser\dnt8, 
(Signed) CoimwAi t is, 

Cha^ SrUABT. 


Revenue Board. 
A true copy. 

B. A I’Ll if, 
Secretary. 


No. 134. 

To William Hyndman, Esq., 

Acting Collector, Sylhet. 


TirPEEAH ' 


February ]iitf 1787. 

[Received 8th February 1787.] 

SlE, 

1 have been favoured with the receipt of your Iclt r under date the JSth 
ultimo enclosing a petition which had leen prceented by you by the bJJSSumB 

of Bijoorah and desiring that I would depute a person ou the part of the 
NorriAghur sscoiindars as an Amecn to co-ojjer,ite with one to Imj sent by 
you on the part, of the Bijoorah zemindars iu aseurtaiumg and adjusting the 
boundaries of the two distnoti which appears to be a subject ot contention 
between them. 

I inu»t leg leave to decline complying with your request for {the following 
reeaon. 

Because it appears to me that we are not \estod with that aulhoxity 
which can empower us to investigate or docLlc unou the pteeent matter ; that 
our interfere in it at all would be our unwarraVtAlile usurpationiof the jwwers 
to the Counts of Mofussil pewaune Adawdut by the J4th Artwde of the 
lUgiUation of Justice which directs that disputes of boundaries sbalt be deemed 
as eogniaable by those Courts. 

1 am, etc., 

John Bulue, 


Resident, 
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No. 135, 

To William Cow?sr, Bsq.^ 

Profiident> and Members of the 
Board oE Revenuei Fort William. 


ponaionor 


Stlbiv ; 


m Mruaff 1787. 

OElffTLEIiaNj 

I have the honour to aoknowled^ the receipt of yoar letter under date the 
30th November 1786, enclosing an extract of the Proceedings of the Right 
Hon’ble the Governor General and Council respecting the wido^ of Javoo, 
vrho was killed on board a French ship at Budge Budge. I have deferred 
replying to your letter till this period, as 1 have not been able to discover 
the place of residence of the said widow till within these few days as now at 
Sylhet. 

As the Right Hon’ble the Governor General and Council have not been 
pleased to fix the sum to be allowed as a pension to the said widow, but have 
ordered a liberal provision to be made, I beg leave to submit to your oon- 
sideration a monthly stipend of thirty rupees to be allowed her. I shall 
await your orders on the subject and have the honour to be, with respect, etc. 


No. 136. 


CiRODLAa. 


Tp TER Hok’^lb Bobbitt Linbsat, 
Collector of Sylhet. 


Rbvbeub Board, 


C 4 L 017 TTA : 


PrMidont of 
thoKhalM. 


Btk February 1787. 


fBsoeivsd 17th February 1787.] 

Sib, 

Having been informed by the President that it will not be in his ppwer 
to attend to the business of &e Kbalsa^ we have appointed Mr. Gowper to 
take charge of this Departmpnt in the same manner as has heretofore been 

done by the President, and deeire yon will all snob references 1^4 

orders as you may from him as Acting President of the Ehalsa. 


We are, etc., 


J. Shore. 

Wx. COWPIR. 

Tbob. Gbaeak, 
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Ekolosubx. 

Extract from the Troceedin^tt of the Board of Bovenne, dated ike ^ih 

Fthruary 1787. 

The Board having considered the above letters and the ri j)ort o tlio D'^puty 
Accomptant, dated 17th February, recorded on tlio Into Comimttce^s l*ro(o<*d- 
ings ot 6th March last, are af^reed to the following rcsolutionb. 

That Kirtnarain, tho Farmer of the Bigirah porgnnnab, b tng now dead, 
the amount of his protested bill, Rs. l,&58-2-10-5i, must bo deemed an 
irrecoverable balance. 

That as the allowance of the Surgeon at Sylhit, an<l Ensign Troop's pay 
and batta, were granted by the Hon'ble Board, the digburst-mont of 8,i. 
Rb. 12,849 be passed as a charge on the Revenue Establishment, provided 
Ensign Troop has rank, which the Accomptant General to this Department 
win ascertain. 

That IU 3 the Bfftablishment of the Dowaony Adswlnt was approved by the 
Hon^la Board, the charge of Sa. Rs 3,808 be of course passed. 

Thai %• the Board's letter of 5th Augnsi 3784, alluded to by tho 
Collector of Sylhet, does not authorize the Phowjdarry Establishment 
oharaed by him of Rs. 240 per month, the Collector bo again called on f*^r 
his aUtMity for this charge from the 1st August 1784 to the dOih September 

ms. 

^ t>tlit the yfastage, theft and deficiency of cowries amounting to S 

stated to be anavoidablo be written off to the head o^ Profit and 
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That the contract price of the SylBet cowries paid by the Collector be in 
future consulereil the standard of exchange for the Sylhet cowrieSi in calculating 
the Itevenues of disbursements of that district. 

Rercnno Board. 

A true extract 
B Apli\, 

Secntary^ 


No 138. 


To THi IIov'blb Robert Limdsay^ 
Collectoi of Sylhet. 


Khaijlsob : 


February the 8ih, 1787. 
Siu, 

Enolo'^eJ it an Arzoe, which has be^n p»‘eseni*d to me, No. 450 The 
bcaroi Will more fully explain to ^on the circumstances. I beg leave to refer 
thib case to your attention, and desire to roply» and am 


Wm. Cowpeb, 
J. P. A'. 


Enclospbe. 

To iHB Right Hon'ble Chadles Ea.bl CornwaUis, 

Governor General, etc., etc. 

Humble petition of Kessoreram 
Do<>s of Purgunnah Huotratn 
in Chuobla Shelloet. 

That one Sotaram Does and Oorul Dass of the said Fergonnah wei« used 
to make trade of paddy and rice whereof this petitioner’s late father named 
l^bui^ T)oh 4 deceased who in his lifetime was employed to do all such business 
for th( m upon the bargain to have 4 annas share of aU the profits that msy 
arise thereon but some time after when this petitioner’s late father Was 
returned homo he being sick told all this particulars to this petitioner adding 
to beg of them the said ^larties sum of 64 rupees and 6 anpas, the dSceaeed^ 
4 aunan delusion [division] as abovesaid and some silber [rilver] ioys esUed 
tarr IS sicou rupees that was left with them as a responsible pawn for die sum 
of 10 rnjiees ahich was borrowed by the deceased but on demanding the saa# 
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they wer© without paying auch ijortion hathpoaaibly beeadeliveied to the bond 
of the said 10 rnpeee to your petitioner and took the tarr wluob waea great loss 
to your petitioner, therefore your iK>or petitioner most humbly craves tho 
favour to grant an order upon Mr* Heemand of the same place to provirle b»B 
property. 

And your petition shall ever pray. 

To the Judge of the Adaulut of the district. 

J. COCKESELL^ 

J. D. C. 


No. 139. 

To THE Hon'dlb Bobvbt Lindsay^ 

Collector of Sylhot. 


Re\bn(ji JIoaed, 
Calcutta : 


Tke dik Ftbruary 1787 


Sia, 


[Reooived 23pd February 1787,3 


The monthly charge of 100 rupees for Treasury Oodown«» which wc adviBed 

S ou on the 2Hth of December had be(‘n recummonded by us t* the 
^igbt Ilon^ble the Governor General in Counoih wo are to inform you has 
been accordingly allowed. 


We are, etc., 
Wm. CowrEii 
Thos GEAnAH. 
John Mackin/ie. 
Rd. Johnson. 

J. Evelyn. 


No. 140. 

To THE Hon'blb Robekt Lxndbat^ 

Collector of Bylhet. 


SXE« 


Revenue Boabd, 
Calcutta : 

The Uih February 1787. 


[Bessived Sad March] 


"I 

As jtMor Touj^ accounts for Poos did not reach the Piu^ency m 
tune to 1»p iMuded in the General Report upon the balances of the Isfo 
‘ tuenth wt must once again strox^y recommend to you to endeavouri at least 
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the dry Reason^ to furnish us with your monthly account? within tho 
time prestribed by the Public Regulations. 

With le-tpcct to the balance of 8 1^362 oawns which your Toujee 
exhibits, we can only repeat our directions of the 14th December last to realize 
ns rnucli ol the revenue of Govei ament as can bo accomplish 3d without distress- 
ing the luhabitauts. 


Wc are, etc., 

Wm. Cowpee. 
Thos. Graham . 
John Mackenzie. 
R. Johnson, j 


No, 141. 


Petition 


To THE Hon'blb Robert Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Khalsa, 

The 16/A Fehfuary 1787. 


Sir, 

Herewith I transimt you a ropy of a letter from Sautoso Ram and other 
talookdars of tho nergutmah Roydum in your Division, complaining of the 
orpresBions of Mouinarain, tho Cliowdry of the porguunah, and request you will 
afford them the rodrebs as upu enquiry they may appear entitled. 


I am, etc., 
JoNN Duncan, 


P. B. B. D. 


Enct^surc. 

To THE Right Hon'ble Charles Earl Cornwallis, 

Governor General, etc. 

The bumble petition of Busa^ioT and Sunt-ose, inhabitants of Seelate, 

Showeth — 

Th'it } our petitioner most humldv l)eg leave to represent this to yoar Lord- 
ship that Modenara in Chowdry and Gopall Mongall Dut, tho zemindar of the 
p*'rguniiah of Ray Dum in tlio province of Seelhate, have foreeahly beat your 
jietit ioners and robbed every thing out of their houses and tciok all their chartty 
grounds in the above porgunnab. Y our petitioners therefore most humbly biir 
your Lordship will bo graciously pleased to refer it to Mr. R. linditiy 
take their grievances into his consideration and render them jnstioe. 

And your petit ioners^ as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 
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No. 142. 


Tothb Hun'bli Robert Lindbiy, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Rj- VENUE ROAEn, 

Calcutta- 


Sftt, 


[Received 7ih Maroli,] 


The ZOfh February 1787. 


In conformity to the orders of the Right Hon’blo the Crovernor G(»noral in 
Council and as preparatory to the ensuing year's settl*ment we direct Uiat 
you communleat j to Uh without loss of tuno such information as you may have 
obtained on the following points. 

Whether any new tixes have bean irnpo'ied by th‘ zemindars or farmer^* 
unler their authority during the last three years. 


Whether the zimindar*!, farmers and renters un’er your authority exercise 
auy oppressions which reqiiro the iut rference ol Goveinment to corruit 
and punish. 

You will communicate to us such observations as mny have occurred to 
you fro n experience of any imperfections in the system ot collections as 
exercised by the renters under your authority together with such regula^ims 
as may have been suggested to you for the correction of existing abuses as 
lor the prevention, between the head renters and others of inferior denominations 
ol oppressions on tho one side and frauds and collusions on the other. 

We ])artioa1arly enjoin you to gi?e constant attention to those direction « 
in order to the future establishment of general and permanent ni’es for the 
management of the collootions in tho mofussil, but the information above 
reejuirod must not bo delayed on this account as far as you arc enabled 
to furnish it, but be trinsmitied to us, if possible, so as to arrive by the lirst jf 
Chytvi or the I2th March next. 

This performed you will forthwith prepare anl transmit to us forms of 
kistbuniloes for the districts under your superintendence adapted t) the periods 
of realizing the collections in the mofussili so thit ncuther tho period of p-iyment 
be unnecessarily protraoted nor tho renters put to inconvenience by premature 
or unseasonable demands. 

You will next give your attention to the preparation of an account of all 
zemindars, tallukdars, jaghirdars, or native landholder! of any other title 
or description, who, since the C unpaiiy’s accession to the Dewaniiy, may 
have been absolutely deprived, or shall for any temporary purpose stand 
dispossessed of their lands, with the quantity of tho laud, or the amount of its 
juRimah, the date and reason of the dispossession, and such other explsnations 
as may seem iieodssary for aftording us the clearest mformatiou on this 
■abject. 

IrtMitly, we desire you will obtain and furnish us tdtb an histo^ of the 
several set^ndare la your diotriots, commencing at the first e^tabluhment of 
the zemiudarry, am tracing it through all its sucoissious, defhlcations, and 
IsnnexatipnBi to thf present time, partioulsrizing those instAnees where any 



94 


SYLHET DISTRICT RECORDS. 


(leviatum may havp taken place from the eetabliBhed rules of succession, the 
causes of buoh deviations as far as you may be enabled to assign them, and 
the inodeb and reasons of the soreral ann#iations and defalcations. Should 
there bo any Canon^Tocs in your district independent of the Sudder Canongo 
at the Presidency, we desire you will procure and transmit a similar narrative 
from them 

We are, etc., 

Wm. CowpBa. 

Tbos. Qbahab. 

Rd. Johnson. 


No. 143. 

Ths Right Hon’blb Robert Lindsay, 

Judge of the Dewanny Adawlut, 
at Sylhet. 


Retbnub Dbfabtuent, 
Council Chambbk : 


The ^Ist Febfuary 1787 

[Reoerred 3 rd March.] 

Sir, 

It appearing from the half-yearly reports of the Register to the Sudder 
Dewanny Adawlut this day last before the Right Hon'ble the Governor 
General in Council that you have omitted to transmit your Abstract Registers 
BiDce Soptoraber last, I am directed to desire that you will aspign your reasons 
foi such neglect, and to enjoin your strict obsc-rvauce to the article of 
the Judicial Regulations in this mspect. 

I am, etc., 

W. Bbvbbs, 
Seereiaty. 


No. 144. 


Circular 

lo ms Hon'blf Robert Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


^btbnub Boarit, 
CALCimA : 


Sib, 


IBeosivtd 9 th Much.] 


The 2Srd Februtvry 17S7. 


We enoloce yoa ra extreot from a Utter eddnmd to na Ity the 
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Board for your particular attention and gui<ianco. The '•itfvtf^Tnent required 
in the last paragraph we desire you to transmit to us \vith<mi delay 


Wb arc, etc., 

Wm. Cowpbe. 
Tho^. On ah ah. 
John Mackenzie. 


Enclosdbe. 

lUxfract of a letter from the Right Jlon*hle the Governor General tn 
Council, dated the 215/ February, and recorded in the Proceedings of the 
Board of Revenue under date the 23rd February 1787. 

As the current Bencfal year draws to a conclusion, we desire that you will 
communicate to all the Chiefs and Collectors the strictest injunctions to complete 
the realization of the Revenues without loss of time ,that as we are 
sensible that their success in this respect must in a great* moasuro depend 
upon their honesty, abilities and application, wo sholl ndmit this criterion 
have its due weight with us for forming nur judgmjnt u[>on their conduct 
respectively. It will give us pleasure on nil occasions to record our sentiment’s 
in favour of the merics of any of the Ser\ ants craplosed in this Departraont 
of Government, but we think it noiebsary to declaie it at tl o c?amc iirao tint 
we shall not hesitate to take paiticular notice of unsiiccosstul nnnagement ana 
that, whenever this may happen to bo the case, we sball expect e 
clearest and most satisfactory explanation of the causes which have opera a 
to prevent the sucoebs of the Collector as a justification of hU conduct. 

The proportion of the Revenues outstanding in the mofussil is now vciy 
small, and the Collectois who arc in charge of districU the rents of w ic * 
paid according to the Bengal year must be enabled to form a gmen 

thb probability of any balances account of the engagcmciitR o ^ rcii erb w 
Government and of the amount of these balances. 

you will call upon each of them to furnish you immediately wi ® ® - 

statement of the receipts and balances of the Hevenues lor the year 
charge, irtiating hie opinion as to the 

the ^iods when he expects they will be peid which we trnet wiU m ell 
inetaoeei be shortest possible. 

Revenue Board. 

A true extract. 

Be AriWy 
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I^ronch. 


No. 14S. 

To TUB Bight Hou’blb Bobhit Likdbat, 
ColliBctor of Sylhet. 


Bbv|invb BoabDi 
Calcutta. : 


Sib, 


Th§ February 1787 , 

[BaoeiTsd I4th March.] 


Wti are sorry to be oader the necessity of you that the report 

of the number of French fisgB in the district under your ohar^ required on 
the 18th December last has not yet been furnished. We &sire you will 
immediately transmit this report} and future pay particular attention to our 
references. 

Wo are, etc., 


Wm. Cowpbb. 
Thdb. Gbaham. 
JpBN MaOKBNZIB. 


Grocks 


No. 146. 


To TBX HON^BLB BoBBBT LnffDSAYt 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Bbtbbub Boabd, 
Calcutta: 

The itM February mi 

[BeooiTdd 14tb Marcdi.] 

Sir, 

Enclosed we transmit you copy cl a letter addressed to the Bight Hou'ble 
the Governor General by Mr. Partbenio and of the several papers referred to 
tbeiein. To this representation we desire you will furnish ns with a full and 
circuiubtantial answer without delay. 


We are, eto., 

Wm. CowPiB, 
Tbob. Q&abam. 
JouM MaoKuntif 
|tp4 JQHX0QV, 
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SVCLOSOEBB. 

No. 1. 


To THB BtORT Honour A.BLV Crablvs Ea&l Cornwallis, 

Oovernor-Oensral of Bengal, etc., eto., etc. 


Caltltta ; 

My Lord, 

To one of your Lordship's known oliaraoler for jastico and relief of the 
oppressed^ 1 dare hope no farther apology will be thought re..i|ui8ite for intruding 
on your leieare than by a simple relation of facts to pro\e that we are eo 
oppresiped ; the complaint (intbo name of the (ireelcs of the ApoKtolick Chur<*b 
in Bengal over which I have the honor to preside) which I have to make is 
against Mr. Lindsay, Chief of Sylhite. To relate to your Lordship an accoant 
of every thing that has passed between us wouUl be presuming too mut*b on 
your Lordship's time pvtienoe, aud on that principle I shall decline it, be 'ging 
leave at the same time to refer your Lord<*hip to the accompany iug papers on 
the subject for your Lordship's further information aud which are endorsed for 
that purpose ; and 1 flatter myself that the oppression I complaint of will 
plainly appear from the following plain state ox facts. The Greeks residing 
in Bengsd under proteotim of the English Govornmeuf, having been for a long 
time in the practice of manafauturing ebunam in the dintriot of Sj^lhitc 
unmolested, found themselves at last hindered from continuing their operation h^'^ 
Mr, Lindsay, the pro'^eut Collector. In the month of March, 178ii, upon rny 
representing the matter to Mr. Hastings [letter A], h(» was so kind as to 
promise us redress and protection ; and, on hts hrm^mg mv complaint befon* 
Council, they were graoiously pleaded to orler the Board of Kevenue to write 
to Mr. Lindaay, directing him to allow the Greeks to go on with their nusm**'’ 
as formerly unmoleste !• On receipt of this letter, Mr. Lindsay imrae hately 
wrote me as per letter B and Letter C is my reply thereto. ^ To this h« 
returned in answer Letter D. In consequence of Ihu recommt*ndation oontameu 
tW rein, the Greeks began their op jration again, and obtain^ from him a 
written permission for that purpose (Exhibit Letter B;, and said he «r*v8 
them that in oonsoquence of the Board's order, but added that they might 
depend upon it it would be of no use to them. The truth of thia s^ be^mo 
too evident, as the Tanadar and Mr. Lindsay's peop’e. not tnly clande^itiely 
prevsttted the Greeks from going on with tbair works, but made use of every 
lusult and indignity, both in words aud aols, towards them. 

Mr. Hastings, on being informed of this, desired Mr. Dunc^ to 
Hr. Liudaay, expressing bis surprise of hir bfhj-v*ow, 
desist from oontinuing suoh vexatious proosedings. Hr. replied that 

ao far from h\% having been guilty of any eech actions, he h^ order^ h^is 
people not toMiinder the Greeks from making chuuam. After this, on 
M#, Raatings masmring me that no more interruption should be given. 1 
fiMOndedi&in to go on, but they experienced the same opp^itiou, Mr. 
Lindsay having desired the Tannadar to pay no attention to 
^ givaliim to the eontrary, as hhey were only ^ 

and seise the 3aiata*ayi of the Greeks and a 
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bo)t with bambood and tu pvobiblt an j ol the iababitantis fr^m selling stones or 
wood to them. Mr. Hustings being at that time at Benares, 1 spoke to 
Mr. Wheeler, who advi'>od me to endiaTour to aooommodate matters with Mr, 
Lindbay, who (ho said) was detorncined not to give up the point, even should 
ho loEO the Collector Jiip. Mr. Wheler, h-tving then brouiybt Mr. Lindsay and 
me together at his own house, and desired us to walk into a room together and 
converge on the subject, when we were alone, Mr. Lindsay upbraided me for 
havir g preferred the complaint against him, mod said that he would never 
])ernnt the Greeks to make ohunarn, but would sell them annually 510,000 
maunds at prime cost. To oblige Mr. Wheeler, 1 consented to this proposal. 
Having then agreed that the first supply should be in October next ensuing, 
the Greeks hired boats, etc., to fiend for it, but oar difficulties were not yet 
at an end. The expence of the expedition was entirely lost, as Mr. Lindsay 
then said he had not agreed to give the chunam in Ottober, but when [hej 
should please. At la>^t, however, with much difficulty and exertion, they 
obtained 15,000 maunds of bal block cbuniitn. Mr. Lindsay also seizel all 
tnalcriuls and converted them to bis own use^ so that the Ciieeks, instead c£ 
benctiiting by the bounty and endeavours of Mr, Hastings (who ever shewed 
inmself ready to nsbisi this poor and industrious sot ot men) sustained a loss of 

ru|eeH a lo^s which many of them who are in ciroumstances 

may never be able lo ioco\er. Although the above facts are so intimately 
iQiiiiected with the iulcieot of my poor parishioners, 1 cannot concluding 

without apologi/.mg to your Lo^d^hip for this intru&ion, and joining with it a 
hope that thebe poor but industrious people may be permitted to manufac- 
ture chunam at hyihito aa formerly, anl that they may not be any longer liablo 
to vexatious and wanton acts of oppression, diieutly or indirectly, &om the 
'lauadar, or other servants of the Collector there. 

1 sincerely pray God to have your Lordship in His holy keeping, and to 
repay your Lordship’s manifold ads of jaslice and benevoleooe with health, 
long liio, and prosperity. 

1 have, etc., 

Constantino Pahthknio. 

Revenue Board. 


A true copy. 
B. Apliv, 
Secretary, 


Ekcloburbb. 

A. 

[Printed in Volume I, page 146.] 


B. 

Stlbxt r 
Jun* 1783. 

Sm, 

A copy of a com plaint presented by yon to the Governor Oftwal WM ooniO 
days ago transmitted mo by the Gentlemen of the ComoiMitoe ietiiiig out tbit 
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I liad prevented your oountrymen resiiiniif in this province from manalaotur- 

ing chunap as formerly, an indulgence they never before prived of 

and likotriee that 1 put a stop to their carrying on all kind of trade in the 
di'itrict. 

A complaint of this nature ••...from a man of your Church, without 
previous enquiry into facts from disioteresicd person®, aurpii/od me much. 

During the sovon years I have resided in these parts 1 have never yet 

Grt'cks in the province but people • f the very lowest class, who, so lar from 
meeting with any interruption, have been < ounteiia need on evi ry oeoasion 
from my finding them a quiet and unoffensive lot of hm, as ti> manu- 

facturing ehunam, none of them ever attempted it. I hbould, tUorefor*, 
think that you had used me very ill, was I not well n''^urpd that it was not 
till after many applicilione tlmt you was obliged to appc.i* uh an Aj^cul upon 
thi® occasion. Air. Parnalt of iJacca is the ])orson wlio complains. None cIbo 
I am certain could ]ia\e troubled you with sollicitalions *m tho Bubiert Ab 
1 am convinced that you will not make an improper use of my letter, I will 
I'retdy own to 3 ’’ou that tho manufacture of ehunam iii thn f rovineo ha^' almost 
entirely entered in ray bauds, nor have I hitherto met with any competitors 
even fiom my own countrymen, who in general are far more tenacious of their 
rights and privileges than 3 ours. 

It has always been considered as the perquisite of tho Resident, and I hope 
will be tound to be so by my Buccessors. Under an English Government tho 
engrossing of any one branch of trade cannot ho juHtifiod, nor do I attempt 
doing it. If, then fore, the Greek Agents insist upon, cbteblishing manufac- 
tures in prejudice to me, I cannot prevent them, but I am afraid tlioy wdl flud 
many dilficulties to encounter from the situation of the country, tho dispi^sitinn 
of the people, and on account of my having in my employ most of thoop 
couverfiant in this business. The small quantity which thcbo Greeks manu- 
facture thcmsolvos could 'be no to consider them in a dieagreahh* ligh 

• •• .... .sanction of their name all the natives would likewise become chmiam 

ms.kers and by [unde^] selling the Europeans min ,.••• . — 

hopes that the matter may be settled to our mutual satirtfaotion. Inform me 
what quantity of ehunam your friends have occasion for, and I will attend to 
your recommendations by supply them with it at prime cost. 

Accompanying you will receive a letter transmitted yon by Mr, Dneas 
acquainting j*ou with the conversations we had together. 

I am, etc., 

Bobbet Lind3at. 


Revenue Board. 
A troe copy. 

B. Aflik, 
Secretary^ 



100 


8YLHBT DISTAIOT BBCOADS. 


C. 


CaLOVTTA : 
June 1783. 


Sir, 

I was favoured with your letter of the 15th iBitant, and am extremely 
Borry to find that by it my application to the Governor General on the part 
the Greek inhabitants of Bengal has given oftenee. 1 hope, however, yon 

will justify me from any intention of hnrtingyoa..* my reasons for taking 

this step. 

Being depute d to superintend the establishment of the Greek Apostolick 
Church in Asia, 1 look upon myself as under an obligacion to assist, as much 
as lies in my power, the few members of that Churoh in general, as the support 
of the establishment depends entirely upon oontribations from them, which 

oan rise from no other source but in snob humble means of merchandise 

as their several abilities and situations admit. 

I have hitherto en joyod the President's Protection and oountenanee of the 
Government, by whose favor 1 have been enabled to erect a Greek Church 
in Calcutta. 

When X applied to obtain leave for the Greeks to manufacture chunam at 
Sylhet, 1 moan only to get a renewid of an indulgence which had indeed been 
unexeroibod by them for eight or more years. 

I am well aware of the....... ..your objection, vizf., that a doer would b® 

opened for the encroachment of the natives in setting up the same works { 
and, therefore, in the name of all the Greeks, and with ooncurrenoe of Mr. 
Hamilton, who is also concoroed, agree to accept of your offer of selling to 
uS chunam from your works and to transport it at prime cost (which we 
supnose is not above 9 or 10 rupees for 100 maunds), and that you will let 
us have this quantity of one lack of maunds yearly, beginning with this 
l>reBent year. 

As we also bad in view of setting up the works, purchased a quantity ol 
wood, lime stone, stores, etc., we request that you will receive these at what 
they cost. 


I have, etc., 

ConSTAVTIVO PAlLTHBSriO* 

A true copy, 

B. Afui7. 

Seefetary. 
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D. 

aitestntion in SnglUi 

upon ti. (St^nod) Bobort L%nd5ay^ Sylhet^ 13^^ Jimo 17ifa, 

»nd Signature rf Ae Oentleatei 
daM the Sad of Aesar 1190 B. S. oorreapondiDg with the Pergunnah yea 

To the rero^ble^m........ Thanadar of Pundoah. greeting 

W^ae Mr. Lmnkul Dokane u about to eetabtUh lime kilne in a iwtioula 
spot in Sylhot, it is, therefore, written th«tt the aforesaid reapeotable wTsoa d. 
under no pietenoe obetract or impede the collecting of Umo ston.-, iron, pto., Ic 
bun eonsideir this ae moet positive. Dated above. 


KevoDue Boi|rda 
A tru0 oopy. 
Be APLlKy 

Seof etary^ 


A true traxxslale {with an exception o 
names perhaps). 

Signed. A. Caldicott, 

Deputy Persian Translator. 


£. 


[No date.] 

SlE, 

I am daly favored with yoar letter of the 20th June which will be ol 
TOme use to me to confute the complaint you preferred against me to tht 
Governor am^al. 

Jt Jtiaye gjiven me much pleasure to have adjusted the matter 

question to our mutual satufaction, but I find you so highly unreasonable ic 
your expectations that there an Cjnd to all nego^^^tions between us * on thi 
subject. 

The annual consumption of Calcutta for Sylhot chunaro has never cxceedec. 
1^0,000 maunds of which you expect one lack lor your share including 
Vr« Hamilton’s. 


Jm qrdar to aooommodate you, 1 have offered to supply you with 20,00C 

maxmdp pe 1 first proposed, but no more, 

I now recommend your establishing a manufacturing, in which I wish yoi 
every eocoess. 

t I am, etc., 

Bobbut Linds at. 

Bevenue Boar A 
A 

B. Aflx5^ 
lltmtary. 
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No. 147. 

To Mr. William Hyndman, 

Acting Collector of Sylhet. 

Revenub Board, 
Calcutta : 

TAe nth February 1787 

[Received 14th March.] 

Stu, 

Wo have received yoar letter of the 4th iostanfc, and authorise your paying 
t)ho widow of Joron the monthly stipend of proposed by you. 

We are, etc., 

Wm. Cowpbr. 

Thos. Graham. 

John Mackenzie. 


No. 148. 

ClltCULAR. 

To the Right Hon’blb Robert Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Revenue Board, 
Calcutta : 

The Znd March 1787. 

[Received I6ih December.] 

Sir, 

Orders having been issued by the Right Hon'ble the Commander-in - 
Chief to prevent the improper sale of spirituous liquors to the troops. It is 
theiommaud of the Ilon’ble Board that you co-operate iu the due and 
effectual execution of this Regulation by removing and preventing the 

re-e«tab1ishment of all shops where are sold or retailed in the vicinity of 

any of the Mditary Stations. 


Wc are, etc., 

Wm. Cowpbr. 
Thos. Graham. 
jfoHN Macebnzib. 
|ip. J<noisop. 
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No. 149. 

ClRCt7l.4K. 

To THi Hon'bli Robsbt Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylbet. 

Revenue Bo aid, 

CaLluita : 

The na March 1787. 

Sir, 

We transmit you the accompanying furm of an advorfiscinent wbinb we 
desirrt you will publish throughout the districts under your sujxjrinijndouc© in 
the Persian and Bengal languages. 

We arc, etc., 

J SllOUB. 

Wm. Cowpbe. 

Tnos. Graham. 

John Mackenzie. 

Rd. Johnson. 

Whereas sundry zemindars have withheld the payment of their revenue MnwiahM* 
on the ground of pretensions of Mosliairay^which allowance was rebuiiied on the 
4th May last by the orders of Government, Notice is hereby given that if 
auy zemindar or any other landholder, whoso Moshaira has been resumed shall 
hereafter withhold nls routs under this pretence, his lands will posituely be sold 
to make good the balance, such please being wholly inadmissible. 


No. 150. 

To THE Hon’bdb Robbb: Lindsay, 

Colleotor of Sylhet. 


Revenue Board, 
Calcutta ; 

The \m March 17S7. 


[Rsooived 13th April] 

Si», 

In a report which has been made to the Board by the Roy Royan upon 
the Accounts Settlement and Kistbuudy of the different zillahs,^ it appears 
that the Persian Dufurdy Accounts have not beeu received by him. 1 am, 
therefore, desired by the Board to request you will forward the same as soon 
as possible. 

I am, etc., 


B. Aplzn, 
Secretary, 


Mnihshiia— AUpwaiiM grsated to »i ni n de » dspiivsA of t]is 


It ol thdr 
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No. 161. 

Oxecvlab. 

To THB Hon'ble Eobbbt Lindbat, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

RBTBNtrE Board, 
Calouita ; 

TAe leth March 1787 

SiB, 

TbB Roy Rojran having expressed to us the eonfusion oooastoned by the 
unauthorisM ohange of names of zemindars atd talookdars in the Persian Ac- 
counts Settlement transmitted to be deposited in the Khalssi we request you 
will furnish us with a list in English and Persian of the holders of zemindariee 
and talookdanes in jiosseBSion withm your division together with the names of 
the former jamma. 

We are, etc., 

Wm. Cowpbb. 

Thos. Qeahar. 

John Maokbvzib. 

Rd. JTdhkbon. 


No. 162. 


To THE Right Hoh'ble Bib Chablib, Eabl Cobnwallib, 

Governor Geheral^ etc , etc. 
[Beoeired 19tli March 1787.] 


Most hijmblv shbwwtb— 


The humble petition of Shreemutty 
Bhorbon, widow of Shilhert, 


That your Petitioner most Irembly begs leave to present unto your Lord^ 
ship that your Petitioner's husband named Jo 3 marBin Mozumdar before his 
life who was ground property possession afterwards he the said Joynarain 
Mozunidar departed his life of death (in the Bengal year 1187) That 
Baum Hoy and Babeyporsaud Roy Mozumdar without lawful or reasonishle 
pobsession all the ground and without auy objection. But your Fetitiouer dhe 
was two daughters and have not marriage. But the said Baum^ Boy and 
Babeypersaud Roy greatmen in the Senlement. But your Petitioner she 
doee not maintain proper. 

Therefore ^ur Petitioner moethnmhiy prays yonr Lordship will be ae 
giaoKKiB as to take your Petitionar'a In your most serioua eouiiderajtiim 
and an examine usage and oustomai^ to tms oonntl^ and your 
lofther diewath uoko your Lorda^p vk> gmAm q^toaoed m ^ fnftr 
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this matter to Mr. William Hyndmjin to make separate your Petitioner's 
ground or share from the said Shaum Roy Dabeypersaud Boy as your Peti- 
t ioner and her two maid daughters. 

And your Petitioner, as in duty 
bound, bhall ever pray. 


No. 153. 

To THE Hon'dlk Robert Lindsay. 


RkVI NUK DliTAllTMENT, 
Council CiiAMUt r : 

March 17S7. 

Si£, 

Upon a now regulation and liinitaHou of the munb»*r of CollcctorshipH 
made, in consequence of the Orders of the Court, of Dironiors, the Right 
Hon'lde the Governor General in Council has been pleaded to continue in 
your present appointment of Collector of Sylhot. 

I am, etc*., 

W. JiUl’ERB, 

Secretary, 


No. 154. 


John Shore, Esq., 

President, and Members of the Board of Revenue, 
* Calcutta. 


Sylhlt ' 


80^// March I?"'?. 

Gentlemen, 

In Novonabor last you wore infonned that one Radcram, in conjuurtiou Budaram 
with the Cookies of the Tipperah mountains, had bid live or six of tiu! ^«-Pturud 
gunnahs to the North-East of Jytncr under contribution, and put to death a 
number o£ the inhabitants. This man became so formidable that I was 
obliged to send all the foreo I could collect to oppose him under the command 
of Lieutenant Davidson. After pursuing him from hill to hill for two ra^'nlhs, 
he was liurpriscd at his last retruat, and Lieutenant Davidson took him 
prisoner wimtwo small guns and 2U0 stand of match locks and jinjaul pieces. 
Radaram is^iow in Jail, and 1 request to be informed how ho is to be disposed 
of. 

Enclosed is an account of the exponoe of the expedition, and 1 flatter 
myself 1 need not any mmark upon the smallness of the charges. 
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During the absence of the sepoys from Sylhet, a tribe of the hiU people 
on the western part of the district surprised the Tannah of Ijaoar and put to 
death the Tannadar and 20 men. 

My Assistant despatched Lieutenant Davidson immediately upon his 
arrival from tbo Eastern Hills, but he writes roe that it will not be in his 
power to obtain any satisfaction, as the people be went against liave retreated 
to the high mountains. 

I have, etc,, 
Bobs&t Lindsay. 


Enclosukx. 


Particulars of the JEttpenees aiiemhng an Expedition to the Pertaubgarh 
Hills under lAeutenant Davidson. 


16 Boats for 140 seapoys, two months... 

70 Additional Bergondosses stationed at the passes, 
two months* pay 

80 Bildars for two months, including expeuces of 
making a mud fort at the bottom of the hill . . . 

Rico and provisions for three months thrown in- 
to the Fort 

Petty charges incurred by Lieutenant Davidson 

28 Boats carrying up rice and provisions 

Boats for Lieutenant Davidson and the guns 
with Europeans for two months ... 


Bs. a, p. 
195 7 0 

431 4 0 

331 3 0 

844 6 0 

142 13 0 

251 0 0 

186 4 0 


1,888 5 0 


Allowed the Egarasutty zemindars for various 
charges incurred affording assistance by with 
money and provisions to £ieutenant Davidson 

XI A* 1 • •!! 


during the time he was in the hills 

400 

Ditto 

the Zuffergnr 

zemindars 

... 500 

Ditto 

the Duwaddeo 

ditto 

... 200 

Ditto 

the Coosseoaroool 

ditto 

... 200 

Ditto 

the Rufimagur 

ditto 

600 


>1,800 0 0 
6 0 


Sglket, SOih March 1787. 


Errors eiusepted. 
Robbbt Lxkdbay. 
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No, 156. 

loHK Sbobb, Esq., 

Fresidfi&ti and Members of the Board of Revenue, 

Fort William. 

Syl^et : 

Isf Jlpril 17S 

Gbnti*bmin, 

In obedienee to your commands of the Ifitb March, 1 will prepare a list iigt of lund 
of the zemindars and talookdars throughout the district under wy suporintend- proprietom 
ence and transmit you the same in English and PerRisn as soon j)osBib)o ; 
they are between 2 or 8 000 in number and the proprioinrs of the lands in 
many places not clearly ascertained. 1 am afraid it will bt^ a work of niuob 
delay. 

I have, etc., 

R Lindsay. 


No. 166. 

Gibculjle. 

To THE Hon^blb Robebt Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Revenue Board, Calcetta • 

TAe did April 1787. 

Sim, 

The Right Hon’ble the Governor General in Council having thought it Salo of Sali. 
expedient that the sales of salt should henceforth be made by public auction 
at Calcutta, we transmit you, by His Lordsbip^s directions, two copies of an 

advertizement which has been by him, notifying the same, Pnd 

desire you will make it publio throughout the districts under your charge 

We arc, etc, 

Wm. Cowpbr, 


Thob. Orahaic. 

John Maoaenzie. 

Rd. Johnson. 

Enclosure.* 

Notice Is hereby given that the Right Hon^hle the Governor General in 
Council has resolved that the Honorable Company's salt shall hencefoiward be 
spld in Calcutta at Publio Auction to the best bidder ; tho periods of sale will 
time to time be noti6ed to the publio, ^ Comptroller of the Salt 


Rmrmni^ , Department, 

^H Kmt M§ro h %\sit 1787. 

Pcfaitsd ahset in SagUib, Peniao sad Asncili. 


W. Bmusma, 
Secretafjf, 


Sn]M>ni)tond 
onc^) of tho 
Diwttrn 
AdalatM 
ronUirod to 

Colloctoro 


PilfWi*. 
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No. 157. 

To the Hoh’blf Bobebt Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Revenue Boaeo, 

CaIiOUTTA, 

Iht 10/A April 1787. 


Sill, 

The Right Hon'hle the Governor General in Counoil, having thought 

proper to a new arrangement of the country into CoUectorships, 

has continued you in charge of ^ylhot as heretofore. Wo have an establieh- 
ment for your Golleotorship under consideration and shall transmit as soon as 
prepared. 

W c enclose for your information and guidance extract of a letter from the 
Right Hon'hle the Governor General in Council, and, in consequence of his 
permission to recommend a Dewan to be stitioned with you, subject to our 
conrirmatiou, we roque^t that you will immediately nominate a person for this 
ofBoe for our approbation and conQrmation, 

We are, etc,, 

J. Shobe. 

Thos. Gbarak. 

John Maokenzib. 

Enclosure* 

Extract of a letUr from the BigJU HorChle the Governor General in Council, 
dated the bth Febru%rp 1787. 

The Court of Directors having determined that it will tend more to 
simplicity, energy, justice and economy to re-invost the principal chiefs or. 
collectors with the suporintendency of the Courts of Dewanny Adawlut, it is 
our Resolution that this determination shall take effect from the oommenoe- 
mont of the ensuing Bengal year 119 1. 

The collectors are to continue at present to act under your immediate 
rtrders in all revenue matters and to correspond with us on any subjects relating 
to the administration of justice or the general government of the country. 

In order to prevent the interference of private banyans or agents of any 
description who have no official employ or responsibilitv, as well as for 
other considerations, the Court of Directors have ordered that official dewauB 
shiill be stationed with each collector upon tho principles of the Regulations 
of 1773. We deem it advisable to |)ermit the collectors to recommend the 
perst)iiB stationed with them as Dolans, subject however to your oonfirination» 
under this special Resolution that the person so recommended by them shaR 
not serve them as their private banyan or in any private capacity. 

It is not our meaning that the Dewans are to hold or exefciie any 
authority independent of the collectors, but in all rcsfiects act tfcw 

immediate orders and ooctroul* 
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The power of apprehending in oriminal cases, whioh by the Regu ations 
of jusui^e 18 mvebtod m the Judges of the Adawlut. in the (apa ity of magm- 
trate^i, will of cour<ie bo transferred to the collectois in his judirial capacity 

Revonue Board. 

A true extiaot. 

B. Aviin, 

Secretart^ 


No. 158 

To iHi lIoN BLP RoBBiir Lindsay^ 

Collcitor and Judge of S^lhet 

Rbvevub Depaetmbat, 

Council ChasIbeb 
2hi\%th April 

Sir, 

1 The Right Tlon'blp the Goiemor General in Council having doter- 

mine I, in conformity to iPBtru(tions tram the Court of Directors, to adont as ^ranoos 
general pan the union of the Uevonut au I Judicial aiilhont^ throughout tht 
Provino 8 with the e\ception on y ot the thr c ciliea of Me orBlicdubad, Ihc < a, 

.md Patna, iti which the power eepaiatc civil and oiiminal ]urifl lictioii of th 
Judgee IS to remun, I am directed to inioim you that on th* giouiids of this 
Regulation it has this diy been further resolved lint youi allowinces, heth 
as Collector and Judge, be hcncelorth oonsohlatel ancl 1 xed at the rate of 
fifteen liundred sicca ripees p( i month which you aie, howovei, to driw wholly 
under the first deuomi nation, and tUii amount is inUndod to he e\clupive ot 
such coramihhim a*< Go vein meiit hive now in contenipUtion to allow you as a 
further eneouragement to, and rewarl foi, the dobgout faithful execution of the 
impoitant duties entrusted to your chirge 

2 The present allowance for house lont to the collectors winch docs not 
exceed in ao} taso Rs 120 jei month, having been rcpiesonted in some (a^ea 
inadequate to that uniToidable expeme, it has this d<v be u augm^itcd and 
fixed at sa 1^)0, which allowance is to be in lieu ol House and Onice Rent 
in either of your public capacities, and is also to exclude all ohaigcs for repairs 
to the Company's houses at the different stations. 

24 It has been detcrniintd that one assistant shall be allowed to ^our AsiUitmt 
Station^ who of ooursef to be also Register to tho Adawlut, and his allowance 
has been fiWat 500 sa. Bs. which is to include, and be m lieu of, all 
allowances whateoever that might be claimed or drawn for hie rank in the 
eervio or otherwise, those for moon shy and travelling charge only expect'd, 
which are to remain liable to the existing Regulations. Mr. Wuliam Byad- 
ittan has been continued your assistant. 
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4. Enclosed you will receive a copy of the Establishment which has been 
allowed you as Judge of the Adawlnt at Sylhet, according to which you are 
to nominate the several offices of that Court, so as to be prepared to conduct 
the duties of this department with the allotted number of officers from the 1st 
of June next. 

5 In your officially distinct but now personally united capacities of 
Judge and Magistrate, you are to be guided by the exi'>tiug Regulations for 
those departments. 


I am, etc., 

JONN. DuncaNi 

Jsttitant Secretary. 


No. 169. 


To THE Hon'ble Robrbt Lindsay, 
Colleotor of Sylbet. 


SlE, 


Revenue Boaed, Calcutta : 

Tki mh April 1787. 


1 am di^'oetod by the Board of Revenue to return you your address to them 
of the 8rd instant, and to request you will be pleased to add your signature 
thereto. 


I am, etc., 
B. Apun, 
Secretary. 


No. 160. 

To THE Hon'ble Robert Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylbet. 


Omkt. 


Sir, 


Eevekub Board, CAtcurtA s 

The im April 1787, 


On the 23rd Eebruary last we transmitted vou the copy of a 
addressed the Right Hon'ble the Governor General by Mr. Parthsnb ifltll 
several enclosures, desiring your answer to his protestation without dskjT* 
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Tlus not having been yet received] we repeat our formor dirocMons and exi>eot 
your immediate oompliance^ 

Wt’ arcs 
'V^ 3f. ( owriSR. 

Tjio«. Geahw. 

John M\( kkn/xe. 

Rd. Johnson, 


No. 161* 


To B. A.PLIN, Ebq., 

Secretary to the Board of Revenue, 
Fort William. 


STLHEr . 


ICjiA Af>rt7 17S7. 

SiE, 

I am duly favoured with your letter of the l6th Ma'oli informing mf that 
upon a report made to the Board hy the Uoy R^yau upon the Account Set lie* 
mont and Kistbundya of the different Zilluhn, it appearb that the Persian 
Durfurdy accounts have not been received by him. I never yet hive cofei^ 
ponded with the Roy Rovan. 1, therefore, beg to know hib ad dregs. May 1 
likewise be informecl of the moaiiing ot Durfurdy atconuts, it being a tciin 
unknown in this ilistrict ? 


I am, etc., 
RoaJitiT Lindsay, 


No. 162 . 

John Shoes, Esq,, 

President, and Members of the Board of Revenue. 


Sylhet: 


rjie WA 

Gbntlemeij, * 

In addition to the calamities this district bae labored under for three vioisot ndni, 
yeuB past, 1 am sorry to bo under the neoessity of informing you that the 
tains commenced here with great violence on the £2Qd of February last and 
Jnive continued without intermission ever since. The river, from beinc very 
low, has risen 82 feet perpendicular, and the only crop produced upon toe low 
lands, the Barrow fnssil, is totally lost. 

The dolAiitstion has likewise been at a stand upon the higher lands during 
the a^ve period, and, nnless the weather changes, soon the opnsequence will 
be eeneuB. 


I have, etc., 
Roebet Linomt. 
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To Mk. William Hyndman. 


Sill, 


No. 103. 


Bevknue Depaktmbnt, 
Council Chambeb : 
The im April 1787. 


Hyiidm'in'B 

HlipoiTttiiumt 

Cutifirmud. 


As a new umn^mcni that has this day tah&n place fop uniting in 
gcncial the < harjn ‘ ol ihc colloctionK witli the administration of justice ihroogh- 
cut the ]>iov lines, the Riglit Hon'hle the Governor General in Council has 
hern jileased to ttjijiuint you sole Assistant ti Collector and Judge of Sylhet^ in 
stition you are to4<‘t as Rt^u^ister to the Dewanny Adawlut. Your 
low. nccH i I these united capaeitits have been fixed at sa. Rs. 500 per mensem, 
uhich voii are to draw as Assisi ant to the Collector, and this amount is to be 
ei>iiKidci‘ed to include a‘id stand in lieu of all other allowances antieiced to 
> our lank in the service or othoivvibe, those for a moonshee and travelling 
chav'i^cs only (Xivpted, the admission or rejection of whofc depends, of course, 
on the Regulations now in force regarding these branches of the General 
Establishment. 


I am, etc., 
JoNN. Duncan, 
Assiitanl Secretary, 


No. IGl. 


Floods. 


J UN A I HAN Duncan, Esq., 

Ih'epiirer of Report t. to the Revenue SvLH£T : 

Department, Calcutta. 

2ke mh AiMl 17P7. 

Sia, 


On the 18th ultimo I had the ]>leM8ure of transmitting you Toujee 
n' count fi r the month of Chaylc; accompanying you will receive the Jamma 
WjiMbil Ihiiiko fur the year 1193, the balance of which being lowriea 203,188 
corro^p(mdB with the said Toujee account. 

The only reason 1 can urge for so great a balance being outstanding 
is total inability ou the part of the landholders to pay more, and whoever aur* 

\t ystlje appeuPance of the country with an impartial eye will 

BUI prihOil that feo much has been oolleoted. The only crop produced on the 
low lands, the Burra Vassil, which promised to be a plentiful o e, is onee 
nioTf totally dost nyed by innundation, not a single of grain of it is aavedt 
and tin inliahitauts have again the dismal prospect of famine before their 
e\ei> unles' supplied from other quarters. 

X am, etc.. 


R. LtNOUT 
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No. 166. 

To THX Hom’blb Robbet Libdsat, 

Collector of Sylhrf 

Rktbkuk Boaut), 
Caicutta : 

The mh April 1787. 

Sir, 

Your letter of the Gth instant having been laid before the Board, T have 
their directions to inform you that they are surprised to lir d that, nf'er bo 
many years' expeneiioo in the Kevenue Imc, you are i;>norant of the term 
" Durfurdoo " sn well known to express the accounts of the soUloment in detail, 
tVhougb it should not ho in ueo m your peiticnlar district ; and that, with respect 
to if he address of the Koy Hayan, I am directed to Iho inforindtion is 

unneeeb'.'iry as yon ought to have known that any arrounis trmsmitfced to me 
would have j't^^aobed him, 

1 am, etc., 

B, Aplin, 
Seereiary, 

Exd. W. W. 


No. 166. 

To THB HoN'BLB BoBB&T lilNBSAY, 

CoUeotor of Sylhet. 

Rbveitvb Board, 
Calcutta : 

Th§ Usl April 1787. 

rendered illegible by dMDp etains It fn 

tlie BitBblieliinpiit provided for the Colie^r.] ^ ^ 



114 


9T[JMWf 


No. 167. 


JoBii Sbou, Bsq., 

Frotident, and Membtn of the 

Board of Bevenuo, Calcutta. Snim : 


Famine «nti- 
oipated. 


TJie 2m April 1787. ‘ 

GurruHiFf 

I ha^d thiB da/ tranfmitted to the Preparer of Reports the Jimuna 
Wassil Baky of the &triot for the year 1198. 

On the commeooement of the year, the Board was pleaaedi in oonseqnenoe 
of my representation, to authorise a deduction of i|60|000 oawpii but the 
balance, notwith^taoding my utmost endeavors to the contrary, has aoeu* 
muiated to 8|03|188, beings Rs« 9,881 more than was authorised, not 
of whieh wHl be recovered. 

It grieves me to inform you that all the lower parti of tb^ii district is 
^teoed with famiae. aod, unlasB the the produce fctiuer year is 

drtam^ audeold atareai^le prioeVc tbe ryotte that pert of thiedietriot 
must be depoHoted. The crop, ^ only one whidbthe lande ptodnoe^ and 
which some weeks ago bore a mo^ favourable appeazanoe, is totally swept 
away, and not one gram of corn ^^yed. 

I flatter myself , when yojp/ jggQg directions respecting the settlement of the 
ensuing year, you will take t^jg oireumstanoe into ooosideration, and give that 
latitute to the Resident oiyig requires. 


I have, etc., 

B. LlM)Bi.T. 


No. 168. 

To THE Bobuei Lisnsav, 

Collector of Sylhet, 


Salt Omoa : 
Tke Zm April 1787. 


JS^...«r«ioe Having received information from my Guidwary Gomastahs stationed at 
officiiJ?* thechokeyj in the vicinity of Dacca, that three boats laden with two 
thousand maunds of Guinea Salt and an European Conductor were ^oiie to 
Sylhet, the European not allowing the Oomastah at the several ohohi^j^to 
aramine the boats which it is their peeuliar du^ to do, but having 
passed the chokeys without a proper vowannahi * irieli tO teiat’ the wetl 
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M Mb 9 ^bAlr fwogglad wdt, at any taie liable to ooafiaca- 

tion fram tba paaaing of the ohokeya and the nnjuatiflable and outraKeone ntoda 
adopted to oi^ away the boata when eeized by my ^mastabe. I therefore, 
r^nert the laTonx of yonr iesiMe ordna to aeize boate if found within your 
dietriot, and inform n»e of the reenlt of yonr ordere, Ukewi^e to endeavour to 
learn the Eniopean'e name, and acquaint me with it. 


I am, etc., 

Th 06 . CALYSaT, 
Comptroller 


Vo. 169. 


CfiABOBfi ZaMlKOABT 

Kbymat of charity to Priests who 
watch the Tomb of Shaw 
Jellol, to be distributed by 
them to Priests sf the 
Muhammadan faith a*» 


TAe April 1787. 


I,e47-10.1-f 


Ditto to Priests of the 

Gsntoo religion ••• 9S&7-7-8-1 9,576-l-8-8 

Dufter Bimjamee Canougoes ••• 99-ld«4r8 

Charge of the Tannah of liahore 

and JBangong ••• 828<9*6*0 


Per Mo. 


Cawns of cowries 
or Sicca Bupees 


d,508-7<14-9 

969-13-6 


No. 170. 

To TBl Bok^li Bobbbv Lihdsat, 
OeUeetor q( Sylhet. 


SiUp 


BBYjBNirB Boaio, 
CaLCFOTta : 

TA$ ft9tA April 1787. 


H»Tin* ta^n into ooneidwration yonr letto tX the 8»th March wot 

^ yrmoiro plan oli Settimnent and Kietbundm for the jw 1194, w. now 
«nni8»up8t9 myin faurtraetioiu thoteon. 
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Saiitloin«nt 
of im B 6 


We are Borry to o^rve tbat, notwithstanding the veiy liberal relief 
afforded your district in the remiseion granted in the last year’s settlement of 
the sum of 1,50,000 cawnst you should entertain apprehensioDs o£ balances 
which we are willing to hope will prove groundless j and| as the year iseiLpired, 
we desire that you will transmit to us without delay your Jumma Wasseel 
Bunkeo for 1198. 

We conclude that the deductions yon have proposed for the settlement of 
the current year, you have been guided by the capacity of the respective 
porguunahs. However the propoitions of deductions allotted to some greatly 
ev< ced those generally proposed for the rest, as for instanoe in Dinarpore 
and Hojeorah, the proposed deductions amount to nearly half their jumma 
It IS our desire that in tHese, as well as in every other similar ease where it 
appears on the faro of the proposed Account Settlement, you state to us the 
necessity that ovisls for such extraordinary laxity. 

You Will also be pleased to explain to us the nature of the six last 
articles of It even ue inserted after the head of Saer, and the grounds for the 
piopts (1 deductions therein. 

In resptct to the ultirrate jumma you have proposed of cawns 7,16,168 
as the full amount the Dibtrict can afford to pay m the present year, it seems 
to us that, as the increase of the .lumnm to eight lacks of cawns, is fixed by 
Mr. Holluud to be an equitable annual Revenue, was the result of resumptionj 
of Ghackeran lands, and not created by any additional asBOBsment upon the 
inhabitants, that tho same amount might now bo obtained. We are further 
encouraged in this expectation fiom the general benefit which we conceive the 
country must have experienced from the ample remission from the demands of 
Revenue in these two last years. 

In this communication of our sentiments we wish you to understand 
that it is 0 >ly in cases of tho most evident necessity that we can give our 
approbation to any reductions in the jumma. We rely, however, on 
your local knowledge and experience. We leave it to your discretion to settle 
on an equitable Revenue f>r the present year, only requiring that in ell 
instance', when remissions upon the lumma appear indispensible, the reasons 
for them be partioularisod for our information, and that no settlement with such 
retuisbions he deemed confiimed until it has been reported and received the 
sanotKin of the Right Hon'bb the Governor General in Council oommnnioated 
to 3 ou through the Board. 

We approve of the form of Eitsbundee you have sent us, wishing, 
however, that you would endeavour to effect one variationi by bringing into 
the three months of the year, in which you state no demand two-thirds, 
or at least one hall of the kist for Choite, and thereby lessen the risk of balances, 
which often arise by kavin.? large sums to be realized at the close of the year, 
as well as lend to preclude that baneful practice of anticipating the reifOttroei 
of the now year to pay off the arr^rs of the last. 

Wc appiove much what appears to be the object oE tout proposition for 

f ronting to the zemindars and talookdars their naucar lands rent-free for ever^ 
ut being a measure which, at the same time we have our doubts of its effioicy 
tve cannot adopt, we should hope that some other means might be^tnel «{ 
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giving cnvrency to yottr plan of dividing tlie District into HowdaliSf and 
placing them under some of the most ancient zemindars. 

We are fully gensible of the advantages which both Government and tbo 
individual would derive by uniting, in one intcretst and under one principal, as 
many of the petty renters as possible, and therefore wish you, independent of the 
aforesaid condition^ to give the subject a further consideiation, and apprize us 
of any other mode that may suggest itself to you whereby such a plan could 
be promoted and ultimately accomplished ; but, irom what you describe to he 
the prevailing disposition of tbo landholders, one thing appears to us certain, 
thaty unless the choice of the principals he their own voluntary election, they 
never will be brought to conform to the i)lan. 

Having completed the Settlement and Kisthundee of the several Mehals 
under your charge, you will transmit the whole to ns, with particular explana- 
tions regarding the settlement, distinguishing in your account thereof in 
throe columns the names of the zemindars, farmers and sezawals, and in a 
fourth the jumma of 119.3. 

In regulating the exchange at which the cowries should bo rated lu the 
puhlick acoouQt'4, and for the purpose of obtaining for the Company their full 
value, we have directed the Collector of Dacca to advertise for proposals to bo 
submitted to us for approbation. We shall dotomnino upon them with iho 
least possible delay, and send you the necessary instructions in consequeDce. 

We are, etc., 

Wm. Cowpbe. 

Thos. Geaham. 

John. Mackenzib« 

Rd. Johnson. 


The Hon^ble Eobbbt Lindsay, 
Collector of Sylhet. 


No. 171. 


Revenue DBrAETaiENT, 

Council Chaebee: 
The 30^k April 1787. 
(Received 16 th May.) 





in Mb itetioo. 


pleausedt 
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Surgeon's pay . 

The allowances for the medioal Gentlemen employed in the Revenue line 


has been from this date fixed as follows > 

To a Surgeon ... ••• ... 30(I> 

House rent ... ... 100 

S. Rs. ... 400 

To an Assistant Surgeon ..; ... 200 

House rent ... ... ... 100 


S. Rs. ... 300 


which is to be in lieu of all charges whatever ; and every monthly 
pecuniary expenditure beyond the Rules now fixed on is, therefore, to cease 
from the present date, as tbe^ are allowed to indent to the Ho.'ipital Board for 
the requisite supply of medicines. 

I am, etc., 

JoNN. Duncan, 

AmHani Secretary. 


No. 172. 

To THB HoN'bLB RoBEBT LlNDSAIf, 

Collector of Sylhot. 


Revenue Boaeb, 


Calcutta : 


Ihe let May 1787. 

Sir, 

We have to inform you that the orders of the Hon'ble Board of the 
23rd of March 1785 are revoked, and the clause relative to bonds for balances 
enjoiued by them to be inserted in the cabooleats of the zemindars, farmei^, 
and under-renters, directed by the Right Hon’blo the Governor General in 
Council, to bo discontinued in the cabooleats of the present Bengal year 
1194. 

We are, eta, 


Wm. Cowfbr. 
Thos. Gba^uk. 
John MACxmii* 
R* Johnson. 


No. 173. 

To THE Hok’blb Robext Lindsay, 


Collector of Sylhel. 


Rbvinub Boaxd, 
Calcutta ; 


the 4»jra}'l!r0t 

Sis, * 

1 am direoted by tbe Board of Bereniie to inform yon that (be 
Hon’ble tbe Oorernor General in Council has been pleaiM to tSo# m tp* 
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ohargd made by you o£ 240 rupees for keeping up a fowjed-iry establishmenli, 
sud to authorise the oontinuanco of it titl the uew fowjedary establishments 
to be prepared and issued, 

I am, etc., 


Benjamin Aplin, £s(^., 


No. 174. 


JB. Api.in, 
Secretary* 


Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Sylust t 

Caloutto. 

The lOt/i May 1787. 

SiK, 

I have received your letter of the 20th April, and am extremely sorry 
to find that the Board have thought it necessary to reprehend mo in so sevoro 
a manner for asking of you an explanation of a technical term totally 
unknown in this district. 


Give me leave to inform you that there was no Settlement whatever 
formed for the year 1193. 1 had no authority to make any deduction from 

the jumma, and as the aemindars declined receiving the tauhuts upon the 
original terms the collections that year were Ilub£-al-assaly. 

I enclose for the use of the Ray Rayon the Purfurdec accounts or nb- 
straots o£ the settlement in detail for 1193 such as ought to have taken 
place had not the district experienced the losses it has done. 

In reply to the Board's letter Jof the 10th of March, 1 beg vou will 
inform them that 1 am preparing an accurate list of the zemindars and 
lalookdars to be deposited in the Khalsa agreeable to their orders^ but as there 
are upwards of 8^000 individuals under this description and many ^ of their 
titles disputed^ the aooountsj I am afraid, will not be comply* for some 
months. 

I am, etc., 


R. Lindbat. 


No. 175. 

John SaoiiB, Esq , 

President, and Members, Board of Revcnue> 

Calcutta. 


SvtHET : 

WA May 1787. 


OBNtXBMBN, 

I b,ve MoeWed your letter of the 34th of April enclosing an eetabh.h- OjitajW. 
meat for my CoDectorehip to commence from the Ist of May. 

My fieracmml salary is liberal, and as such I receive it with gratitude. As 
the allotvanoelibt a writer is struck off, permit me to repre^nt that, althoug y 
oolUotione are small, the accounts are more ^ 

more trouble than six other oolleotomhips if united. For 
cherry] an^ 4^«wlot I solicit the indulgence of one writer. The gwo 
pmservicig the oowries from fire were built at my own expenoe a d 
Seat flatter myself you will take this into consideration and 

ooiktinua the tfowajioe m before. 
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I Lope you will likewise take into consideration that this station is 
distant near 200 miles from any other settlement and the country 
infested with thieves and robbers. A small establishment may therefore appear 
to you reqaisito for preserving the peace of the district ; there are many small 
contingent expenoes unavoidably incurred by the Magistrate for which there 
is no iJlowancc or could be defrayed from this establishment. 

I have, eto.^ 

R. Lindsay, 


No, 176. 


To THE Hon^ble Robeet Lindsay, 
Collector of Sylhet. 


Rbybnub Boaed, 
CaICUTIA : 


I he nth May 1787. 

[Keceired 26 th May ] * • 

Sir, 

We have received your letter of the 26th i^pril aocompanying the 
jumma-wassul bauky of your distriot for 1193, which we are exceedingly 
sorry to observe exhibits a heavy balance over and above the Iftfge remission 
we granted from the demands in forming that year’s settle ouent. 

Having furnished you with instructions for the tion of the results, 

we for the present suspeud giving any further orders on the subject. 

We are, etc., 

Wm. Cowpbe. 


Thos. Geaham. 


John Mackbnzu. 


To THE Hon’blb R. Lindsay. 
Collector of Sylhet. 


No. 177, 


RBVBNUa Boaeu. 
Calcutta : 


lliA May 1787* 


[Received the 26th May.] 

SlE, 

We have received your letter of the 26tb ultimo, and confirm Ealiaent 
Jowan Holder as your Dewan, o^ ooadition that be be employed solely in 
pubhok business. 


We are, etc., 
Wm. Cowrn. 
Tbob. Geabavi 
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No, 178 . 

To TQ« Hom’blb Bobubt Lindbay, 

Collector of Sylhei. 


Rfivr.KTTB Board, 
(''Ai.riTi PA : 


lU 1787 . 

Ste, 

“We enclose the copy of a letter from the Right Iloo^ble tho Governor 
General in Council for your information and guidance. 

Wo aro, etc., 


Wm. Cowper. 
Thos. Grvham. 

JOHV KEN/IB. 

K. Johnson. 


Ekclosdrb. 


To John Seobb, Esq., 

President, and Members of 
the Board of Revenue. 


Secret and Foreign 
Department, 

Fort William • 


m MayMWl- 

Obntlbmen, 

Having reason to believe from some advices which we have lately received Fre&oh Fiagii 
from Mr. Dangereux that it is bis intention to assert tho privilege claimed 
by the French of hoisting their flag at all their factories and houses of com- 
meroe, we desire that you will instruct the different chiefs and collectors 
under your authority not to permit the assumption of this privilege at any 
other plaoes than those specified to you on this snbject under date the 
ISth October last ; they are, however, to execute those instructions with all 
possible moderation and with as little appearance or exertion of violence as 
possihld. 


We are, etc., 


Revenue BiLrd. 
A true eopy. 

B. 

hmiwty. 


Cobkwallib. 
ChAS. SrtTABI!. 
JoRN Shoes. 
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No. 179. 


JoBW Seorb, Esq.i 

President, and Members of 
the Board of Bevenne^ 

Caleutta. 


Stlbbt I 
litJk May 1787. 

OlNTIBMBB^ 

1 am bononred with your letter of the 2 drd ultimo informing me that 
orders have been transmitted to the Chief of Dacca to issue a publioation 
Respecting the sale of cowries for the ensuing year. 

It is incumbent upon every servant of Government to assist in reinstating 
the finances of our Hon^ble Employers by every means in our power, and to 
ascertain what the cowries of iSylhct can actually produce is highly praiseworthy; 
but permit me to represent that a degree of caution is necessaiy in the 
mode of oontractmg for fear of subjecting Government to the payment pf 
a penalty, for it is morally impossible for me or my suooessor to deliver the 
cowries, either here or at Dacca, at a fixed period or credited in the montbi* 
accounts. The difficulty attending the colleictiaas is inconoeiVablei and I de* 
dare upon my honor that, daring the ten years I have resided at Sylhet, 
1 never in the period of collections have been in advance 1 »^bs than 80, or 40,000 
rupees — that is 1 give credit to this amount more than was collected, and 
taae the chance of reimbursing myself in the months of Bysaok, Jeyte and 
Assar, when there was no demand in the kistbnndee. This, of course, most 
appear highly irregular, but I was obliged to do it in order to save my credit 
at the Presidenpy and held myself ... ...... nor did I feel much anxiety on 

these oocasioos as I complied with the standard orders in giving ample 
security for the payment of such balances as may stand against my name. 
Even at the moment I am 40,000 Bs. in advance, wd the recovery of the who'e 
daily becomes more doubtful. I do not hesitate in mentioning these mream* 
stances, as the interest of my Hon'ble Employers and my own credit as an 
active officer were the only objects in view. For these four or five yeuf 
past I have mysdf oontraoted with Government at a standard prioe, but upon 
such favourable terms as tC yield me a clear profit of 6 or 8,000 rupees per 
annum. Nor can this be considered a loss to Government, for, if you teour 
to the period when the cowries were disposed of by publio sale at DacoSf yon 
will find that they did not then, or even before, yield more than at the Mseut 
period, and the amounts were never clear. 1 believe it is universally Lmoog* 
nised] that the colled ions of this small district are far more troubleioinc 
than any other collectorship under the Company's dominions. I huve not 
only been obliged to attend assiduously to the desk for a term of 
vestigating the most complicated accounts in the world, but upon a hnUOiw 
occasions have been obliged to drop the quil in order to gresp iwurdt 
The narrow escapes I have had, if committed toipaper, would fill 4 vi^lUP#* 
Only a few days ago 1 was listening to the grievances of a man cotityuWtf 
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and virhOf not rooeiviai^ the redraea be immediatoly expected, attempted mf 
life with a poinard. Eniaged at my misting the blow, be buried the d^ger m 
his own breast. Four or five instances of the same kind have happened to 
mo which seldozn occur in other parts of the country. 1 beg pardon for 
mentioning this trivial circumstance, which is only meant to infer that it 
would hard to confine the CoUeotor of this troublesome district to hit bare 
salary, which after so many drawbacks attending a station so distant will 
scarcely defray his expenses. If he is not allowed some indulgence, I am, 
from the experience of ten years , entitled to declare that it will be a misfortune 
to any man to accept of it. 

If you even allow him commission upon his collections, it will amount 
to nothing. ITpon these considerations, permit me therefore to request that 
you will not deprive him of the only advantage he at present enjoys, but 
allow him the cowries at such a rate as you may deem reasonable, and will 
receive the favour with gratitude. In a very few months I mean to solicit 
your indulgence to deliver up my charge, but upon the present occasion, 
although I profess a due sense of duty to my Hon’ule Employers, I cannot 
avoid expressing an anxious deaire of seeing my succeBsor established upon 
the same respectable footing I have held the station myself. The enclosed 
statement will evince that the indulgence I ask for can be of very small oon- 
sideration to Government. 


I have, etc., 

Bobiet Likbsat. 


No. 180. 


JoBV Shobi, Esq., 

President, and Members of 

the Board of Revenue, Calcutta. 


STLBXf t 

The 18M May 1787 


OlNTLXMBir, 

I have duly received yonr letter of the 27th ultimo acknowledging the tela, 
reoeipi of mine dated the 29th March, which enclosed a proposM settle- 
ment for 1194. 

After the liberal relief you afforded the district last year in giving a 
remission of 1,50,000 cawns, I fslt no small oonoem at being obliged to trans- 
mit Von the Jnmma Wassil Baukee with a balance of 3,08,000 oawns out- 
standing and at a time when many other Collectors were receiving the thanks 
of the Board lor their punctuality, but I venture to assure you that the 
WBme do^s not rest with me or any of your servants hers. 

Aftsf yilkmiqinff the abilitiaa of the lendholders to m with the utmost 
mroumspeCtioD^ 1 found the real balance at the ^ eondnsion of the year 
4^76,64$ oawne with very little proepeot of reducing it. Ae an encouragement 
topsy astebb ml by in tbeir power, I foxmd it absolutely necessary to 
•H ow a mdiiioncl », 08, 188, and instead of money I received tups for their 
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balance still in demand, and to saTe my credit at the Presidenor brought 
to necoant 2,89,2U9 oawns more than was actually rooovered, and 1 nave taken 
the responsibility upon, myself of recovering the amount in the three ensuing 
months when there is no demand upon the toujee. 

To convince you, Gentlemen, that I am candid in my declaration, 
I trouble you here with the rough sketch of ihe collections to the end of 
Cheyte, which will in some measure prove that attention to my duty wi§ not 
wanting in my jiart, [and] at the same time point out my impudence in taking 
BO great a risque upon myself. 

It will also give you an idea of the intricacy of the alienations and how 
impracticable it would be for me to pay the cawns at any fixed period. The 
name of security is merely nominal, for they are little or nothing more 
responsible than their constitueits. 

Had the seison coutinued favorable, 1 would without any doubt have 
realisod Mr. Ilolland^s settlements of 8 lacks. You are well acquainted that 
the produce of this district consist lu nothing but coarse rice. A luxu*^ 
riant crop and groat scarcity is equally prejudicial to the collections at the begin- 
ning of the season. The rice of last yeir would hardly pay the ex pence of 
carrying it to market, and groat quantifies were transported at the rate of 4 
maunds per rupee. On this account the landholders would not pay their early 
kistb, but depended uiion the sale of Bara fassil or great crop upon the lower 
grounds cut in April, but heie asain they were disappointed. The rains set w 
with unusual violence in the middle of February totally overflowed the ooitnlry, 
and not one grain of... was saved, nor have they since any opportunity of «ul* 
tivatiDg the higher lands for next yc ar, as the rain has oontinuea without 
intermission till the present period. We may in oonsequence this expeot 
dry weather when the rains ought to fall, and at present there is every 
appearance of distres-i* With these unfavorable prospects have 1 to begrin 
the new year. In short, all my endeavours to recover the country from its 
late calamities have proved abortive, and many of the rayotts that were en- 
tith d to remain i>vill fly to a more gr«iteful climate. You ask me the expla** 
nation of 6 articles under the head of Sami ^ 

First, the M on j ray 2 is an intricate and perplexed collection of Baseeaft 
Chakaran^ lands. these there is a separate Cuicheiry and the assamies 

amount to seveTal thousand. 

Second, the Chokooke consist of infinite small portion of Kharidge latids 
scpaiated from the pergunnabs and for whieh the proprietors hold sunuds^ 
many under the seal of tho ancient Subahs. These lands pay a certmn 
small but fixed revenue, their outcherry likewise separate, and the parties 
consist of 8 or 9 hundred. In forming the new settlement 1 propose 
throwing as many oE these petty collections as I possibly can under the 
per^unnah in which the lands are situated. The confusion and clamour attend- 
ing the fc-malkst inovation or infringement upon an ancient practice t» so 
great that [it] has often detained mo from adopting many salutary measure ^ 
the impr^tvement of the district. 1 must even add in the place it creates miuAi 
personal resentment and becomes dangerous to Ibhe persons who atten^i it* 
Should you wish to he acqu linted with the minute particulars of the qjylhei 
settlement, 1 beg you will call upon the Preparer of the Khalta 

1. Ssr^iee f 

a. Mu)m grants or rsmissions of TSvsnua as psas&ODS. 

S. CtekSTMl SSTTOats. 
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the ftcoount I lodged in hie office. It is much too lon&i; for me to tmnsoribe 
,et present and win convince you of the troubles annexed to this collector 
ship. 

Beejoorah| ^ Ban^aohun^ and Dinarpore are the lar^st pergunnahs iu the 
district ; and, being situated in the low country, lhave euffored the most, not 
only in the present, but former inundation. They have lost near two -thirds 
of their inhabitants^ and it is matter of much surprise to me, after the cala- 
mities sustained, that they do not become totally depopuUted. At present they 
are all three under charges of Sezawals. Ths latitude you ha?c allowed me 
in forming the settlement of 1194) evinoes the great confidence you put m 
my local experience^ and you may rely that no undue favor shall be showm 
to any individual, but that I will study the abilities of the Undhulders as 
much as in mj power, and make the jiimma approach as near to the nsscsb- 
ment formed by Mr. Hollorid as possible. The plan ])ropcscd m my loiter of 
the 23rd ultimo of dividing the district into 10 llaudahs would, 1 am convinc- 
ed, be attended with the most salutary effects, but it could never take place 
without much clamour and that degree of compulsion which you do not seem 
inclined to follow ; and as to choosing thoir own principals by voluntary election 
the present zemindars would never consent to it All the pergununbs that hsve 
become the property of one person by public sale aro highly cultivated, while 
the others managed by a multiplicity of zemindars are almost a desert. 
This shows that son^e measure similar to that 1 proposed ought to be adopted. 

1 am, etc., 

E. Livdbxy. 


No. 181. 

To THi Hon’blb Bobext Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


BevBnvb Boabd, 


Calcutta : 

The 2l8t May 1787. 

[Writing now illerible owing to damp. Belates to returns of marriages and 
deaths of Europeans*] 


No^ 182, 

To XBB Hon'blb Bobebt Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Bbvbnui Boabd, 
Calcutta : 


244A May 1787, 

CShMt Mtd torn. Iiettar mfon to Collector'o establubment.] 
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No. 1£8. 

To THIS Hon^bli Robert Lirdsat, 

Collector of Bylhet. 


Reverui Board, 


Calcutta : 

fhi ^Ind May 1787. 

Str, 

We bave received your lector of the 10th instant.^ 

Deeming your presence at your station particularly necessary darinn^ 
the forming of the Settlement of your district for the current year, we are 
sorry we oannot comply with your applioation to leave it till the settlement 
shall have be.n concluded and transmitted to us. 


We are, etc., 

Wm. Cowpbr. 
Thos. Obabau. 
John Maokbnzib. 
Ed. Johnson. 


No. 184. 

Circular. 


To the Hon'blb Robert Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Revenue Boards 


Calcutta : 
The 2Ud May 1787 ^ 


Sir, 

We tratisET it you herewith copy of a letter from the Right Hon'ble th® 
Governor General in Council, aud desire you will speedily 'furnish us with 
the informatiou therein required. 


We are, etc., 
Wm. Cowpbr. 


Thos. Grabak. 
John Maok|Nbxr 
Rd. Jobnbon. 


* Liadeay had applied lot thrift laoatli* IftftVft. 



StLBET DISTftlCt RECORDS. 


127 


To John Sho«b, E»q.^ 


EvOLOfVBl. 


PreBideatf and Membars 

of tho Board of Rerenoe. 


Bevenub Bevaetmsnt. 

Fob'*’ William i 
The 21^^ May 1787, 

GBMTtBUEK, 

We desire that yon will call upon the several Collecio''B for information if 
any inconveniences have arisen in consequence of the printed regnlations for the 
weavers^ to report to you such as may have faDon under their observa' ion 
with the meaus that occur to thorn for correcting them. 

We are, etc , 
Cornwallis. 

Charles Stuart. 

John Shore. 


IIevenub Board. 
A true copy. 
B. Aflin, 
Seereiary, 


No. 186. 

To THB Hon^BLE RoBSET LXNDSATf 

Colleotor of Sylhet 


Revehub Board : 


The 26^A May 1787 

Sib, 

We have received your letter of the 16th instant. 

Your letter of the 28lh ultimo, announoing tbc transmisBion of your Jumma 
Wassul &ukee for 1198 exhibiting a balance of 2,23,188 cawns, being an 
excess of 5.0U88 oawns upon the remission authorized by the Board, was al^ 
duly received, but we forbore at the time of its receipt entering upon the consi- 
deration of the difference, trusting that your reply to letter of the 27 tn 
nltzino would convey to ns particular and satisfactory information ot the 
cniMa which had rendered so large an additional remission of revenue 
psoeawy^ 
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Giving due weight to your repeated representations of the casual calami- 
ties that have befallen the district under your superintendence, we were 
prepared to meet the disappointment to thi* public resources in the further 
proof which we doubted not your communications would have adduced of the 
necessity of the aforesaid additional remission you had granted for 1193* 
Rut we must confess wc wore in no respect in the expectation of receiving 
from you the disclosure in your letter now before us of a further enormous 
arrear of 2,89,297 cawns from the country on account of the balances of 
that year. Still less did we entertain even the most distant idea that, in the 

face of the in the 7th paragraph of our letter .•of April, 

in regard to that ari’angeiiient of the kietbundy for the present year, iutended 
expressly to lesson the risk of arrearB and to chock anticipati'^n of the new 

years’ that you should have become yourself, not only the principal 

agent in adopting a measure so directly contrary to these sentiments, but 
as the representative of Government that you should, by giving it the sanction 
of your countenance, have fixed a precedent for perpetuating a practice, of all 
others in the revenue system, tho most destructive that can possibly be encour- 
aged to the real interest of the Company — in tho present instance obviously 
involving a certain proportion of the Government’s assetB for tho current yew 
to indemnify yourself for an unauthorised and unreasonable grant of credit 
to the landholders for their past years’ revenue. We are much at a loss to 
oonoelvo how such an encroachment on the current resources, and so heavy 

on the last yearns collections, added to tho declared distress of 

the district, you could foster any degree of hope of settling [the jumma] for 
1194 approaching nearly to that fixed by Mr. Holland, and, consequently, about 
double the amount you have stated as colloctod. 

As a necessary consequence of the foregoing sentiments we peremptorily 
require of you to bring to the credit of your Treasury Account whatever 
you may have collected since the commencement of ssac to the day when 
this letter may arrive with you, and to transmit to us without loss of time 
the particulars of your daily receipts during that period that the respeclave 
landholders by whom the payments have been made may be credited for tho 
same on account of the present yearns revenue. 

We are extromely sorry that, uponSpspection of the accounts you transmitted 
us of your collections, we cannot subsoribo to your idea of its bearing ^^ti** 
mony of [much?] attention to your duty, seeing that by N.B. at 

the bottom of your General Abstract you have acknowledged it defective 

candidly own that, for the sake of explanations, it is to us 

uniutelligible.* 


We are, etc., 

Wm. Conran. 

Thogu Ges^hah. 

Rj>« JoB^aoa. 

• Thia letter is Aaoh defaced by damp and In one place the writing haa bsaa obUt»ted 

by paper pasted on the sheet to mead a tom place. 
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No. 186. 


Jonathan Dttnoan, Esq^, 

Preparer of Kepoits to the 

Beveniie Department, Calf'utta. 


Syluft : 

"Ihe Ut Jitnt 1787. 


SXB^ 

The Bettlement of the district for the curretit BciiLral year 1101 being 
not yet formed, and as there is no demauil of revenue for th(‘ mo'jth of Bysak 
and Jeyt, it is not in my poWs^r to furnish you with uny loujee account for 
thid or the ensuing month. 

I am, 

[K. Lindsay.] 


No. 187. 


John Suobb, Esq., 

President, and Members of the 

Board of Revenue, Calcutta. 


Sylhet : 

6M June 1787. 

Gentlemen, 

1 am favoured with your letter of the 22nd ultimo, and am sorry to Hnd 
that my address to the President, dated the 10th May, has conveyed the 
idea of my inclination to leave Sylhet without previously effecting the scttle- 
ment of the district for the current year. Permit to assure you that I |K)8^e&B 
too strict a sense of my duty to have entertained a thought of the kind. 
The settlement, 1 flatter myself, will be completed in fifteen days more, when 
I hope there will be no objeotion to my delivering over temporary charge to 
my assistant. 

I have, etc., 

R. L1NDSA.Y. 


No. 188. 

To THE Hon’blb R. Lindsat, 

Collector at Sylhet. 

FoET WllXIAlt, 

Sboebt and Foebiqn Depaetment. 
The tth June 1787. 

Sii» 

^ la » Iflttar, dated the 9th of Iwt month, ordere wre 

3oe)[d <tf SeiraaiM to instnut the diSeient Chiefs and CoUoctom unde* their 
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aufciiority not to permit the assamption of a privilege claimed by the French of 
hoieting their flag at all their Factories and Honse of Commer/L'e. but to 
confine the allowance of it to the places specified in orders to that iBoftrd 
the 1 3th October, vizLt Chandern^ore, Dacca, Fatna, OosBimbazar, Balasorc, 
and the factory which the French have been parmitM to establish in lien of 
Jugdea. 

It anpears that the orders of the Supreme Board to the Board of Beventte 
of the 9th of May were despatched to the several Collectors on the 24th of 
that month, before which period wo have reason to believe that the French 
flag has been actually hofsted at other places than those moirtioned in the 
list. The Right Hon^ble the Governor-General in Council deeming it very 
possible that the Oolleotors to whom these orders were sent would not 
think themselves aothoris6d by the terms of them to remove the Fren<^h 
if hoisted before the receipt of them, has dir^'oted me to explain hie Lordships 
line by acquainting you that, if the French flag has been actually hoisted 
at any peaces in your Collectorships which I have not enumerated as plsoes at 
which it is allon!^, you are to cause it to be ftaken down], ana, if any^ 

attempt should be made to hoist it again, you are to prevent it, but' 

you are to execute these orders with all possible moderation and with as little 
appearance of violence as in the nature of the duty will permit. 

1 am, etc., 

E. Hat, 


Exd. 

0. ROBXKT0. 


Seerehry* 


Na 189. 


JORB Bhobi% 

Preiidenti and Members, 

Beard of Bero^ne, GaloaMa. 


fiLliirp : 
The nth Jkme 


BolUnd'i 

SsliUBMiit. 


Gxntlsicim, 

1 have new the pleasure to transmit you proposed Mttlement and kiet« 
bnudee for 1194, such as 1 hope wiB meet* your approbation. 

When Mr. Holland fixed the jnnxma of the district in 1184 at 8,00,101 
oawns, the oollection Was left to me, and I found a deficieno^ ia tbs #>0 
of 16,000 oawns which never be oolle<4ed. 

The greatest part o| tbeinmase proposed by fbe farnier m 1189 liae 
ever since been wrote off as ao irrecoverable balanee, the addition^ 
meat being far mom than tlip piovhioe could possibly bev . Mr. H ou a h d e 
settlement with a few idleiations must therefore be considered as tha most 
equitable that can be formed, and it would have given me great pwiMWW 
to have transmitted yon one agreable to this, if tmih could bava ulM 
realised, bat as this » hupossible in tbe preheat aafortaijAte itate 
dislnat, I baae been to alW a deduction {rota tko H 
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50^00 OftWnt chiefly to the pergfnnnahs in the low country which have ScttimiAftt 
■uttered the moet— Buoh u Bajoorah, Bannyachang, Dinarpore j and the lumma 
of the preecut year will iteAd at 7,50,101 oawne, and at loon aa I can aantni^ 
bk itie xeKnindari I propoae taking from them a obligation to make good 
Mr. Holland's settlement when they do not labor under (he same diflloiiitiei 
aa at present, and you may with much propriety at a future period ineiat upon 
this bemg effected. 

My repreaexttations^ which have always met the most libeial indulgence 
from the Bwd, have been so frequent that I am sorry to trouble you wXh a 
repetition. It grieves me still more to inform you that the settlement, low aa it 
ap^ars to be, will not be realised without infinite difficulties, nor will there 
be the stxlalleiit regularity preserved in payment of the Lists aa wrote m 
the kistbundee, for the country from the late unseasonable torrents of rains 
which hare fallen without intermission from the 2Uth February has suffered 
more material damage than from the inundations in 1784. 

For these last two months not a landholder has attended my Cuteherry 
without compulsion ; most of them have retired to their habitations and give 
one general answer— >that as their crops are lost they have nothing left to 
pay the demands of (iovernment $ and this is the truth in the most literal 
sense. 


Yon will observe from the settlement that there are but a small proper* 
tion of securities, for no person of ^the smallest jH^it will have any concern 
with tho zemindars. 

On this aooouut at least one-half of the pergannahs are under charge of 
sezawal 

I have, etc., 

B. Lindsay. 


No. 190. 

To thb Hoh'blu B. Lindsay, 

Cotlootor of Sylhet. 


Kzvbnujs Boaud, 
Calcutta : 


IM June 1787. 

SXb, 

Hdrawitb wa tfunsmit you copy of the tf nd paragraph of the Gdn^l 
Ifttsr from the Kon'blo the Court of Diiect’ fs, dated the SJfnd Uh^mber 
1*^6^ end diairi you will traneoiit ^ us to infbwnation and santples tiherein 
required. 

We arei ete., 

Wm, Cowpue. 
Thos. Oeabav. 
JOBV Maozenbib. 
Bd. Johnson. 
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Enolosurb* 

Extract of a General Letter from the HorChle the Court of Direetore to 
the Right Honfhle Governor General in Council, dated the 22n^ 
Decemher 1786. 

Paragraph 22.— Wc direct tHat there be transmitted to us (in triplicate 
at the leaBt) specimens of every species of silver and copper coinage current 
m Bengal, with a concise history of each, particularly specifying where coined, 
by whom, the hneness, real and nominal value, what quantity are supposed to 
be coined annually, and, as far as you may be able to ascertain, what quantitieB 
of each are supposed to be in circulation, with how far such quantities are 
proportioned to the general wants. 

Bevenue Board. 

A true copy. 

B. Aplih, 

^eretary. 


No. 191. 


To THB Hon'blb B. Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Bbvbntjb Boabd, 


C^^LOUTTA : 

The \Uh June 1787. 


[Beoeived 26th Jane 1787*] 


Sir, 

The Accountant-General having reported to the Board that the balance 
in your Treasury on the 80th of April last amounted to Bs, 27,402-18-19, 
I have the Board's directions to desire you will assign your xeasone for not 
having remitted it to the Presidency, agreeably to the standing orders 
published by th^ Qore^oor-Qeneral in Cqaaoi} on tiw 19th of Dtoambar 
1785. 


J am, eto<, 

B, ArWi 
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No. 192. 

To TRB Hon'bls R. Lzndsat, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Rbvenub Board, 
Caloutia : 
The \Uh Janf 1787. 


Sib, 

I am directed by the Board of Revenno to acknowVlfre Ihe reocipt of 
your addreciH to them of the 0th Juno in^itant, and to inform you that they 
have no objection to your delivering o^e^ temporary chorge of your Collector- 
ships to your Assistant after you shall have received their conhrmatiou of the 
Settlement of your District for the current year. 


I am, etc., 

B. Aplin, 


No. 193. 

To THE Hon’ble Robert Lindsay, 
Collector of Sylhet. 


Revenue Board, 
Calcutta: 

The 19M 1787. 


[Received loth July]. 

Sir, 

The Aoeoantant^General having reported to the Board of Revenue that 
the balance of cash in your hands on the 30th ultimo was Rs. 
and that no explanation had been given for its detention, I am directed by 
the Board to desire tlmt you will assign to them the reasons thereof and m 
future state to the Aoconutant-General the cause of any balanco remaining 
your tmmf at the time of transmitting your aocounts to his oflioe. 

I am, etc., 

B, A?tnsr, 
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No. 194. 

To the Hon'blb Robeet Lindsay^ 

Collector of S>lhet. 

Revenue Boaeo^ 
Calcutta ; 

19M June 1787. 


[Received lOtb July,] 

Siu, 

Accompanying you will receive five copioB in Engl^h and Persian of 
the General Regulations for your guidance parsed by the Right Hon'ble the 
Governor General in Council on the 8th instant, which you are desired mofet 
strictly to observe, and to make ns public as possible throughout your JiHtrict 
(k)r responding Rengal copies, together with form of Towjee and Treasury 
Accounts, will bo hereafter transmitted to you, 

1 am, OLO., 

B. A PUN, 
Secretarij» 


liopb 

C ciiHuro 


No. 195. 


To John Shore, Esq., 

President, and Membern 

of the Board of Revenue, Calcutta. 


Sylhet : 


The June 1787. 

G entlemen, 

I urn favoured with your letter of the 25th May.* It is with ooncern that 
T tind mys<*lf therein charged with inattention to the duties of my station and 
with disobedience to llio ordcih of my Superiors. I, however, flatter myself 
that, on a duo consideration to the reasons which I shall hereafter assign, you 
will ’icquit me of the severe censure you have been pleased to pass upon my 
COD duet. 


Had I, 9S you suppose, by inserting fictitious receipts of revenues into 
my UibL ytar^s accounts done this necessity with a vW of supporting my own 
cunlit with you, and looked to the zemindary for ro-imbur?.ement from an anti- 
cijuntion of the risourcoe of tho ensuing year, 1 shoul 1 doubtless have been 
highly blainable and been acting in defiance of your orders, but this is by no 
means the case, and the nature of my collections differing widely from that of 
any other part of the country, it will be necessary for me to intrude upon tb® 
IcLsure of the Board by enterinp* more fully into this discussion than 1 should 
have otherwise done, had I not been thus publicly called upon for the jUsUfica* 
tion of my < haracter f fom so severe, and, what I hope you will allow, an 
uhmciited censure. 


• Above, No. 18$. 
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The accompany iua: statement will in some me 'sure obviate every idea 
that any part of the sum of 1,39,000 cawns oouM have possibly bolonjjr d to 
the assets of the ensuing year. The remainder, W.*., may n'<inire 

more explanation from the distvneo o£ many pergmiuah*', tin* smalhiess 
of the monthly payments, and tho bulkinoss of currency. Was 1 t(» insist on the 
money being actually de 2 )Osi ted in the S>lhot t»eisupy, as is Iho i-ayfl el*e- 
where it would be the means of obliging the zemindars 1o duunlc tlieir demands 
upon their rayolts, to avoid which it huss always been <u t)inary ior the land- 
holders, their securities or vakeels to j^ive pants for tho sum o)lhctf 1 < n uceonnt 
of the kists and d^'posited in tho cut cherry of eu‘h pMounnuh. Tlieso pants 
h'dng rcocivt'd, the zjniindars hiiV(' credit in the trca-'iiiy :if counts, in»d the 
])aymcnt is reali'^ed by the iiegotiation of tin m in hills to lucrclnnlh hu* the pur- 
pose of purchasing grain, dry fish, and <^thor smsdl artudet, tlio p’oduco (tf tho 
lands. To suit the cori ' onienct'i^ of tiic.-e inori. itloi onus mi iicn s^a y to 
give them afters roneiderable eiodit, audit i-> ' ficn 2 months tir niort* Indore the 
cowries of tho current [month] thusar* re.'iligial. As cinr*! be inserLcd su 
llie puhlio accounts, tho collector ninst lake tlic rif-que npt>n IumiscU, and po 
ajipcars inattentive to his duty ami negligeiil in his coll i tiwuh, I nt this mode, 
1 lia\c alroaly observed, enc onobc'> in no me.vSiire n}>'H tb i.iinni* <'i tlu* 
revenue, for a-? tho time when the zcniimlais may be tailed uj on f r Ibc ])ii\nn(nt 
of those pants is iieifcctly unccitaiii, theii own c.i e and credit ar* tto dn‘i>lv 
ccmcevn'Ml to induce them to deliver pants until they have actual y reeei'^cd the 
amount from tlieir r^otts. 


It was from th'PO (‘onsideratioTs the Mogul Oovc'miuvMit, from wlioni 

many respecting the re \enui5 origiuaioil, allowed a ri“ pitc of 3 months 

of tin* years in the Sylhet collections in order to dlow full lime f.T the pa wiunt 
of those pants without infringing U2)0ij the assets of the uew ^car."* 

The people who call th m* 5 (dvoK independent zerninda's and who pay their 
/eTiued separately are not fewer thin 5,00 lin niunocr-., mid tie' s.ii 


reveTiued se})ara1e1y are not fewer thin 5,00 lin niunociN, mia ur' s.uns to 
Iw collected from most of theic so very trifling ihal \ou wuKee ihe ne<vssi y or 
granting them this indr^gem-e to save the great cxiieme 1hc\ s 'O'^d muir by 
anv collectors insisting ui^on pavment agrcvahle to the k'siiounuee. o 
expence alone of redding constantly at Sylhc and oj trans 'or’iug the c' vn s 
monthly would often amount to more than the deinaud-- ol Ijnveinuic.i . 
what I have taid I hojie the two articles nicntioueil in tuc statciiunt one os^ 
is cleared up to the sutiHfacliou of the Jluard. 

1 presume it is unnecessary to make any rema’k u] ton the ^ . 

the elephants, as it is well known the Khedah imdod zmuind; rs in a great 
measure depend upon tlie sale of their nnimals lor piiymeut o u \(nu<p 

ny letter of the I mentionetl tho practice of hemg h". ® ^ 

positioti tbit the Sylhot ooUcvtion-? were well known to differ , 

system where shells are not the currency, and 1 defy any man pos i. . 

ever great abilities to alter the mode or to effect the regu a’’payiiu*n i luced 
until the inhiMtSbnts become richer or a more portable ciirreiu y i ^ ^ 
than oowjies. Oive up balf the present rcvi nnes in order to ettoct U, ^ i 
they be in arrears un<ltr the foregoing disadvautages. I ^ 

siiiistion in 1777. A thorough knowledge of the ^‘ountrv hi ^ j 
nature of the collections ,and the abilitie s cf each individual ^a^i^ tn>'n 

tliis lystwa of pantii sm yirming«t7^(»n(r2>ur Bccordi, Volamo h page !»> aai 

page aa. 
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the experience and unremitted attention of ten years, have given me more 
advantages than many European ever posseesed before or perhaps will ever be 
again. 

From the beginning I saw the district but have failed in every 

attempt to remedy it. 

The anxiety to remove the idea entdrtained by the Board so pro* 
judicial to my character ( f having acted in direct opposition to their orders 
by anticipating the resources of the current year to pay up the arrears of the 
Xiast must apologize for my not transmitting the minute partionlara of the 
last articles of tho aocompanying statement by this conveyance whioO would 
take many days to prepare. If I deviate in an^ instances from the general 
system, my situation ought to be taken into consideration, for it would infringe 
too much upon the leisure of the Board, was I upon every trivial occur- 
rence to await their or<iers before I take a decision apart. This, and the 
nature of my station being unknown, 1 have hitherto been allowed a latitude 
that would have been inadmissible in other parts of the country more 
civilised. 

My Cl ime, therefore, consists in the candid avowal of a practioe whieh 
would otherwise have remained unnoticed perhaps for ever, and 1 might thereby 
have escaped some part of your displeasure, nor will [the Colleotor byj the general 
rules obsui'ved i:i other parts of the country be able to conduct the business 
of the Government with any degree of credit to himself or satisfaction to his 
employers. 1 expected to have acquired your approbation for my zeal instead of 
censure, and it is not without great ooucern that after a period of ten yeais, 
during which time ray conduct upon repeated occasions has received the 
applause of my Superiors (but never tneir reprehension), I find myself obliged W 
cojiiplam of the severity of ^our letter. I hojoe, however, that what 1 have said 
above has butiiciently justiSed me. But if I am again mistaken, and the 
Board s' ill entertained opinions to my prejudice, conscious of the rectitude 
of my own intentions, X shall .always remember with satisfaction that, however 
I may have erred in judgment, it has alwa} s bean my endeavour to execute 
my duty faithfully to my Honorable Employers whom I have often served at 
hazard of my life. 1 urge no further reasons for the heavy balances and 
proposed deduction for the present yeir than I have already done, v%z,s a total 
failure of all the crops by innundation. The settlement of 8,00,101 cawns 
formed by Mr. Holland is known to bo as high as the district can well aEord 
to bear when in a state of cultivation ; stiil, notwithstanding the calamities 
it has laboured under, 1 have brought to account last year 7,16,219 cawnfl# 
th<* difference is only 83,881. The settlement of the current year, if it meets 
with the approbation, will bo 7,60,101, seven lacks of which will be realized ; 
the rotn lining 50,101 must in all probability be remitted to the low lands* Baf* 
the general ooUeotion, if enforced without the usual lenity, will not only ^ 
dntro8>ing, but attended with great loss of inhabitants. If you insiat 
bringing to credit, only such sums as are realized wichin the current months, 
and your orders still of coarse be implicitly obeyed, should tho balauos be 
grea er than ever, I hope I may not stond accused of neglect of duty* 
lodged a copy of the minute particulars of the settlement of 1191 with 
Freparer of Khalsah Reports for occasional reference. If these aeoeotits are 
called for, yon may form a judgment of how much regularit|y onn be pC^eeiTved 
as >ou expect. 
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I ftm sorry the lon^ etatemeat I sent you has not appeared satisfo^torv 
It was Inot] ongfinally mtejided for public inspection, but a inenwraDdum for 
my own use, of the balance actually dne from each individual at the dose of 
Oheyte, for the whole of wl^h 1 become responsible as the pants were in my 
possCBsion. Had 1 entertained the most distant idea that the account would 
have given you so much uneasiness, it would never have been transmitted. 

I have, etc, 

Bobbbt Liitdsay. 


Ekolobube. 


Sfaifemeai of the mode of realizing 2,89,000 eawns ef eoterie^ already credited 
in the aedtounU of Chayie 1 193 and for which cum, although not immedu 
aiely depoeited in the treaeury, I became responsible to Government, 


200 elephants caught by the Kbedah mahal zamindars, ono-half of 
which have been purchased by His Excellency the Nabab^s 
Agents, the amount payable in November next ; the rest by 
myself under the whole agreeable to the established rates when 
the disputes among the zemindars respecting the division are 
settled will produce about 

During the time the seapoys under command of Lieutenant Davidson 
were actively employed against Badaram all the hill zamiodars 
made this an excuse for withholding their rents whether they 
actually sufEeied or not. After he was apprehended such reasons 
no longer existed, but it required a long time to settle their claims 
for exponoes alleged to be incurred and deductions for injuries 
sustained. This investigation wm not completed till late in 
By sack when their respective balances were most of them paid. 
They amounted to about ... 

In order to ease the zemindars inhabiting the distant pergunnahs in 
the low oountry of the risk and vexation, delays of transporting 
cowries to Sylhet daring the tempestuous season, I willingly gave 
them bills of exchange for the zamiinlars^ P'lnts to such mer- 
chants as applied for them. Those given by me in the months 
of Oheyte and Bysaok on Bunnyachong, Beejoorah, Entah Bunsi- 
oorah and all the low pergunnahs are no doubt paid, as 1 have 
bad no oomplainis from the landholdeiV. These bills amount to 

Yhe amount of pants recovered after the elose of the annual 
aeeounts from upwards of 1,800 petty landholders 


80,000 


59,000 


90.000 

60.000 


Cawas 


... 2,69,000 


Avtspw: 

Tkttmfirnino. 


XnawtKMP^ 
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No. 196. 

To B. Aflxk, Esq., 

Secretary to the Board o£ Revenue, Calcutta. 


StlBIT : 

The ft2nd June 1787 . 


SZB, 

I am duly favourod with your letter o£ the 18th June deeirinf? to know 
the reason why the balance of my treasury on the 80th April, Re. 27,402-1 8"9, 
has not been remitted to the Presidt^ncy. 1 beg you ^11 inform the Board that 
the delays of transportation and the very great difficulty I have found in 
oonverting the cowries into Specie are the only reason I can assign, but I will 
endeavour to transmit bills for the balanoo as soon as 1 possibly can. 

I am, 

SiK, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 
R. Lindsay. 


Gflimn*. 


No. 197.* 

To YBB Hon’ble Robert Lindsiy, 

Collector of Sylhot. 


Revenue Boabd, 
Calcutta : 

June 9,2nd, 1787. 


Sib, 

We have reoeived your letter of the 14th ultimo. 

We cannot expiess our astonishment at your avowal of an act 

lar and contrary to all regulations crediting in your accounts sums 

not and collecting them at a* future period from the assets of the 

ensuing year. This must be considered a most unjustifiable misapplication 
of the current year’s resources, and could we suppose so glaring an impto^ 
priely to have arisen from any other cause than ever of judgment, we should 
deem it incumbent on us to represent your conduct to the Right Hon’ble the 
Governor-General in Council as disqualifying you for the important 
charge entrusted to you. We positively require that in future no sum 
whatever credited in your accounts but what is actually realized, and direct 
that the collections made by you daring the current Bengal year be im* 
mediately biougbt to account in payment of the current year’s demanda. 

Your appreheubions of a possible penalty to Government in oaSe af 
contracting for the Sylbet cowries being entirely obviated by maldiig ^ 
contract for whatever you may be able to deliver, and not far Any sMifio 
quantity, we have agreed to a proposal from Brindaband and Hutgovind to 
receive the cowries at Sylhet at the rate of fi.ve cowries ten iwaii p^^yaUs 
at Dacca three months after delivery, and have directed the ^ 

Dacca to enter into the necessary engagements with them on the pli ^ 
the Company. 


* Oxisuubl badly toco. 


r 
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We dMiM, t^fore, that you *ai deliver monthly to the above named 
or to tteir authorued agente whatever may be the nnappropriaiod balanoo o* 

Aooounte bills from them payable at Dacca in three 

months for the amount at exchange the sicca rupee to bo transmitted 

to .*a**«*t»sa« a 


We are, etc, 
Wm. Cowpeh. 
ThoS. GSillAM. 
Bd. Johnson. 


No. 198. 


To THE Bight Hon’ble Sie Chaeles Eael Coenwatxib, 

Governor-Generaly and Members of the 
Supreme Council of Bevenue at Port 
Wiltiam in Bengal. 

[Beceived 23rd June 1787]* 


The humble petition of Mahomed 
Wally of Silhoit. 


Most humbly sheweth 

That your petitioner most humbly begs leave to present unto your Lord- Petition, 
•hip that your petitioner's deceased father named Mohonied Suuuiney who 
lent to Anorkawn and Gnngaram and Mohoiuod ShulTy CLowdbryy etc., in 
the Cbuokla Silhitt that the pergunnah of Curria then the said Anorkwan 
find Gungaram and Mohomed ShufEy together under a Bengal bond to 

Mohomed Shumney, father of your petitioner, for the sum ol Ku^es 

slierwards yenr petitlbnei^’g father before his life who had complaint against 
the said Anarkawn and Gungaratn and Mobomed ShufEy before Mr. Hobort 
Lindsay^ who caustd a hearing and after examining all the evidencos be 
decreed the oanse afterwards the said Mohomed Sliumnt'y departed this 
life of death now your petitioner preferred the matter btfore Mr. Robert 
Lindsay who do not attention on it although have not procured an order. 

Therefore yonr petitioner most humbly prays your Lordship will be so 
graciouB as to take your petitioner’s cast* into your most eerious consideration 
•8 to refer the matter to Mr. William Hyndman to sejiarate your petitioner’s 
justice. 

And your ftelitioner, as in duty bound, ever prays. 

In the Adawlut of Sylhet. 

To Lindsay, Coujdctoeu 

A. D. C. 
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No. 199. 


To THE Hon^ble Robibt Liedsat, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


BETENrS Boabd, 


The %Znd June 1787. 

[Keeeired 10th July.] 

SiE, 

Having Bubmitted ]^our letter of the 80th March to the Bight Hon’ble 
the Governor General in Council, he has passed the oontingent expenoeg 
incurred in the apprehension of Uadharam, and desired that he may be sent 
in sail* onstody to the Khalsa, directing aB» on his arrival, to cause an enquiry 
into bis conduct. Yon will, therefore, immediately send him to the Presidenoy 
under sufficient guard, and furnish every information m your power to enable 
US to make the enquiry direoted. 


We are, etc., 

Wu. CowpeE. 
Thob. Gxaham. 
John Mackenzie. 


No. 2C0. 


To J. E. Habinoton, Esq., 

D. A. B. D. 


StEM; 


* 1787- 

SlE, 

I am favoured with your letter of the 18th ultimo and agreeable iheteto 
enclose you Lieutenant Davidson'g bills from the 1st January to this date. 

They shall in future be regularly transmitted with the mouthly aoeod&t U 
desired. 


1 am, 

SiB^ 

Your most obedjent, luuubk 
Wk. 

4rtin£ ' 




SYLHBT DISTRICT RECORDS. 


141 


Vo. SOI. 


ClftOVULB. 


To na Hon'wi Bosnv LlMSAt. 

Collector of 8 jlhet. 


RevBNUB BoABDf CALCUTTA, 


The hth July 1787. 


Sib, 

We deeire JOQT particular atteatioQ to tlie f)11ovriQ<r orders, which are 
to be co&aidesei «• mnding Begalatious for your gaidance. 

let. In all oaaee where aemindare, talookdars, or other landholders decline 
engaging for the revenue required, you wiU call upon them for written decla- 
rations to that effect which aie to be transmitted to us with trausUtions as 
Tonohers of their refusal. 


2nd. In all cases of farmsj except where given in consequence of the land- 
holder's having failed to diBcha''ge his revenue for the past year, or in 
consequence of his having disqualified himself by some act of delinquency from 
holding his land#^ you will stipulate with the farmer, exclusive of his revenue 
to Government, a reasonable provision for the dispoBvessed zemindars, talook- 
dars, or othsif latfdhaldsrs Ihit no claim may be on Government for Mosbaira. 


We are, eto., 

Wl£. COWPBE, 
IteS. OXiHAV, 

J OBM MiCXZVZXB, 

Ed. Johnson* 


No, 802. 

To TBi Hon^lb Robbbt LxirDsi.T, 

Collector of Sylhot* 


RkvXHUB BoABD, CALCUTtA. 
Th$ bth July 1787. 


S«, 


V. ytra letter of th. lath in.tent, and, relyin. ot ^ 

ofSteMUMb FwwMk and SMawnl., we can totia ao jadgwaont cl taw 
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We desire that jrou will lose no time in transmitting us another aoocmnt 
settlement^ distin^niehing in different oolumns when the Settlement has been 
made with the zemindar or a farmer, and in a third column the names of 
malzamins, whose security most necessarily be taken in every case of farm, but 
in none where a zamindar, talookdar, or other landholder e[hall have engage for 
his own lands. 

We are, etc., 

Wm. COWPMl. 

Thos. Guaham. 

JoHir Maokbkzib. 

Bx>. JoHNsoir, 


No. 203. 


CincuiiAu. 


To TBB Hon’blb Robbkt Lindsay, 
Collector of Sylhet. 


Bbvbnub Boabd, Calcutta, 
Ihe ^uly 1787, 


(Beceired the 20th July.) 

SXE, 

Accompanying you will receive five copies of the Bengal translate of the 
General Begulations traubmitted to you on the 29th ultimo which you are 
desired to make as publio as possible. 

Your most obedient Servant, 

B. Aflxn. 


Bxd. A. T. 


Secretary. 


No. 204. 

Bbnjamin Aflin, Esq., 

Secretary to the Board of Bevenue, 

Port William. 

Sylhet : 

TU lotA July inn 

SlE, 

I am favour^ with your letter to the Collector noder dateof 
ultimo desiring to know why the balaHoe of cash cm the mt# eM 
Bs, lljOO 1*6^7 was not duly remitted. 
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Iti mply 1 reqiidBt you will inform the Board that no person has yet Cooxite 
appeared on fart o£ the oontractors to receive the oouries In fnture the 
balaxioe shall be paid with as much regularity in despatch as possible, but permit 
me to represent that the counting and receiving of oouries by iho contractor 
will be unavoidably attended with delays, and I am of opinion that their 
receipts cannot accompany the accounts of the current month. In futuxu 
I will comply with the orders of the Board in stating to the Accountant 
General the cause of my balance remaining in the Treasury at the time of 
transmitting my accounts to his office. 

I have, etc , 

W Htndiiiv, 

Acting Collector^ 


No. 206. 


To John Shorb, Esq, 

President, and Members 

of the Beard of Revenue, 
Fort William. 


Sylbbt. 


The lit A July 1787 

OENT13MBK, 

The numerous representations of the inhabitants of this district for the Floods 
few days [I] have bad the superintendence in the absence of the Collector arising 
from their distresses in consequence of the great fall of rain we have Lad 
since the month of March last has induced me to lay this state ot the district 
before your Board. 

It is with great oonoern I have to inform you that all the low pergunnas 
are entirely overflown and the inhabitants driven from their houses and 
obliged to seek shelters on boats. The greatest part of their cattle are 
drowned, those that survive being preserved on rafts of bamboos not being 
able to procure a spot for them to rest npon; iizmerygnnge which is one 
of the highest spots in the district, is now totally inundated, one bouse only 
remaining, and the face of the whole couni ry exhibits an extensive sea ; and 
where villages formerly stood may be seen at a distaoce little mounds rising 
out of the waters which upon a nearer approach is perceived to be wrecks of 
the habitations of the distressed rayaits, who are themselves and their families 
sent up in hosts on the spot where formerly stood their houses. 

Tbi lands have not experienced the same degree of inundation ; yet 

this oireuibitAnoe, instead of beinst an alleviation, has proved the source of 
greater misfortunes to the inhabitants as during the interval of fair 
wsattNW,, which never egeeeded a week and seldom so much, many were 
induced to attempt, to sow their lands, which tome of them have dene 
thwe titpif ; an^, instead of reaping the fruits thereof, have had the 
nuncrtnaie to Uio that they have not only lost their rising crops-— but 
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Uso tbe peed which ie the greater lose, ae the price of vice ie bow gieatly 
enhance many gholahe having been swept away. 

It is a painful task to me. Gentlemen, to retail to your reoolleetioB tli6 
dietressee of 1784, at the thoughte of whiob huihanity eh adders : nor shpi^ld 
1 have adverted to it but only to ob^rve the waters are now considerably 
higher than they ever were at any puriod that year, and the damage infinitely 
greater from their having lain eo loag on tbe lands. 

It would oertainly be deemed great presumption in me to venture to inform 
your Board how apt the natives of this country are to make the most trifling 
ciroumstanoe a plea for withholding their revenue : how much more then must 
their present representations be when driven from their houses and homes, 
deprived of their crops and oattle and their all sank in the abyss of this 
partial deluge. 

In consequence of tbe distresses enumerated ^ve, my collections are m 
a great measure at a stand, nor do I immagine I shall be able to realize much 
in this oi the ensuing month in snob a situation as the present, rigorously to 
enforce the orders of the Board would, 1 am afraid, betray a want of humanity; 
and permit me to add of sound policy; yet my public duty calls on me to 
pay implicit obedience to the Commands of my Superiors. I, therefore, hope 
your Board will be pleased to transmit me euch orders as the exigency of the 
case requires. How far 1 am to confine the landholders that are deficient in 
their payments, and how far this representation of their suflering^ may entitle 
them to that linienoy, thev have so liberaUy experienced on former ocoasioae 
from your Board. 1 shall await your ordexv pn this subject, in the mean- 
time permit me to assure you that the most unremitted attention shall be 
given to my duty, and no endeavours on my part shall be wanting to realiae 
as much ox the current revenaes as possible. 


I bavoi etOk, 

. W. B.^ 

Acting Coll^eiofp 


Ko. 206. 

To THI Hon'blb Eobbst LlNDSaV, 

Collector cl Sylhet* 


EavsNimBnAini 

m# 17M Jkfy tHi. 


[Beorivsd list July.l 


Exa, 

Tbe Eight Hon'Ue tbe GswernOr Osneral^fn ClMtmeit W 
his aoquisenoe ia tho A es e eeiafcab pf4piM 
bat dirapti tout you insert in your Acoornkt * 
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opposite to^ eeoh per^nnali, of the gp^mnde on which you have legfulatad 
the reep^ve deductions to each zemiadary. This you will observe, therefosrei 
in addition to the other particulars required from you on the 6th instant. 

We are, etc., 

Wn. CowpBS, 

Tbos. Graham, 

Johk Macksnzis. 


No. 207. 


To THB Hoh'blb Robbbt Likdbay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

FoET WiLLUll, 

The \m June 1787. 

Sir, 

1 am directed by the Accountant General to the Eevenue Department to Military, 
request you will furnish him with the bills (or copies of them) of Lieutenant 
Davidson from the date of his appointment to your station to the present 
time, and that you will regularly transmit Lieutenant Davidson’s biUs for 
his sJlowanoes with your monthly aooounts. 


I have, etc., 

J, £. Harxboton, 

D. J, i?. D. 


Tbi ]koN’BLB Robbbt Livdsat, 
Magistrate, Sylhet, 


No. 208. 

GXEOTJBAE. 


Sm, 


Fowjbdaebt Dbbarthbmt. 
The lltk July 1787. 

[Beoeivsd 9th August ] 


I forward to yon, by order of the Right Hon'ble the Governor Gen^, 
printed oopfes in Persian, Bengali, and English, of Regulations for the adminis- 
tration of ^Mtloe in the Powzdarry or Criminal Courts, which have been 
apptoTBd by ^ Hon'ble Board, and are to be considered in full force from 
the 1st of Angmst 

AaiiMdttti«<iCrowr«ffiM in th. cpneity ol a 

ii tin .zmiitba thewof, «d the leport reqwed mosthly 
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Fonjds.n 


CoUectoT’s 
Comnnsslon 
on EereDiiM. 


from yon, and the Damah to whom yon may eomwit pviioneN aft therein fafly 
set forth, 1 am only £reoted to add that imeiild any donhte ooenr to yoa ae to 
particular points, they will be fully explained on your lepresentationi and that 
the Governor General expects your regular oomplian<^ with the seversl requisi* 
tion contained in them ; a due observance of whioh, he is persuaded^ will 
afford relief to the country at Urge. 

Your letters, as heretofore, are to be addressed either to the Governor 
General in the Fauzdarry Department, or.to the Bomembranoer of the Criminal 
Courts, endorsed ** Fouzdarry.^’ 

lam, eto., 

J»o. Whot. 


No. 209. 

CiBcur.Aa. 


To TBS Robibt Xjhidsat, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Rbvbbui Dipahtmimt. 
Coanoil Chamber. 


Th$ im July 1787. 

PEUesirsd 6th Augait.] 

SIR# 

The Right Hon'ble the Governor General in Council having this day 6xsd 
the rate of commission to be allowed to you and all the other CoUectors in addi* 
tion to your salaries, 1 am oommanded by the Board to oommunioate their senti- 
ments and resolutions to you iu a particular address* 

The income which is now annexed to your station is liberal and snob as with 
a prudent economy ought to provide a fund for your necessary expenses as 
well as a recompense for your services. To famish supplies for needless extra- 
vagance is what no Government oan, per ought, to do. It is with particular 
satisfaction that the Bight Honijle' the Governor General in Council has 
passed reBolut{on*» removing every ttmptsttob to infringe these obligations which 
your duty to the Company and the prescriptions of the Uw have eqpslly im<« 
posed, and the observance of whirii it is His Dotdship's fixed detmmuialion 
invariably to enforce 


The very extensive infinencRi which you derive from your different offices 
of Collector, Judge, and ^McgisMta, affords yon the opportunity of widely 
promoting the public good the Company's advantage, and this eonsideratiaa 
alone will, he trusts, hate msame lufiuenoe upon your oonduot with the 
solemn rcstriotlonA or tOtuuM regulations. 4& abuse of this power, either aclusl 
or by conhivance, on feMr put. will he productive of oonsUquenM highly 
dieial to the Company and to the oountiy. Reward hps »ow hceu 
respoUsftihty, and no ocoSsion!, it Is t6 be prSsUm^, will ever oeoor to rewlr 
the infliction of penaltiM attending a breach of (t neoessary* ^ 

•ithw 'rtf 

qnires that the internal trade should receive from you all the encceuuilIKIiR# 
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pvot6ot3'Oii you ouu pivo ft. You ofo froin this to undotitaiid thiit uny 
dual| eithet Baroj^u or natlvoi i» to avail himself either of your name 
inftnenoefortheawistauoeofhiBprivatecommerce— this would indeed be a per- 
vereion. of the orders of GoYemment, and your own character reqaire 4 the utmost 
caution on your part that no person really, and apparently connected with you, 
ehonld derive any influen^ from such a oonneotion, to the advantage oC his own 
conoerns, and to the prejudice of tho trade in general, which must be a natural 
oonsequenoe of it. The Right Hon'ble the Governor General in Council has 
indeed particularly directed me to signify to you that he shall deem any Colleo- 
tor unnt for the office he holds, who should he unable to prevent the operation of 
the influence of his station in favour of those connected with him. The trade 
of a country can no longer prosper than whilst the protection of Government is 
generally biBstowed upon all concerned in it, and in this senss the orders 
of the Board must be received and understood. The « spirit of this 
order further implies the necessity upon your part o£ punishing, as far as the 
powers vested in you admits, any infringement of it, either m the persons in 
office under you or connected with you ; and if any attempt should 
be made, either by persons under this description or others whom you do not 
suppose yourself authorized to coerce or punish, your duty requires you to 
state the oifOumstanoeB to the Governor General in Council, that the interposi- 
tion of their authority may oorreot the evils which your own power is incom- 
petent to redress. 

And finally, 1 am directed to inform you, with respect to the Regulations 
in general prescribed for your conduct, that your continuance in office will 
depend upon a due observanoe of them, and that the approbation of the Board 
will be fully bestowed wherever it is moritted. 

1 am, etc., 
JoNATHAir Duncan, 

Secretary. < 


No, 210. 

To John 6«09 b, Es^., 

Erhsident, and Members of 
the Board of Revenue, 
Calcutta. 


SrisrsT : 

fOa Ju/y 1787. 


GlNtiatlHNp 

I ]bad i|k| tonenr to address you? Board on the 11th instant stating thei,4oij Distrsis. 
of ttib fflitafki*. Sinoe that pwtiod th. niot Wo oontoW 
with* t iota o l to tmknowa, and it grievee me to inform yon that by 

^adTioMlI^jNMaivtiltromtlipmofiiHU, I am apprehenmyo of a total 
rf all ths perguima^ if ths wsathsr does not mpderats^sosp* 
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public officers ha^ attended the oatcberry for 6 di^e ^aet, and my ooUeotione ere 
now totally at a stand. The small same X have been able to Collect^ have been 
received from the seonrities who the most responsible men in the district [bni] 
cannot possibly answer for farther demands while they reoeive no yemittanoes 
from the perg^annahs. The samindars seem to have formed one eeneial 
combination to withhold their rents upon the plea of tbe misfortune that has 
befallen the district. 1 am now usings my utmost endeavours to overaome 
it, but am sorry to say that confinement and still severer punishment has 
hitherto bad no effect. It would be inoousistent with reason to expect foil 
payment of their kists at this crisis, still there is a medium and it is nnieasont^ 
able in them to withhold the whole, I can only repeat that von may plane full 
oonfidenee upon my exerting my utmost abilities for the interest of my 
Honourable Employers which in its primitive object must include the welfare 
and prosperity of the district. 1 shall be happy to receive your instructions 
upon the present distressing occasion. 

I have^ etc., 

Wn. 

Aciiny Collector^ 


»0. 211. 

'To thb Hon’bub Robbxt Bdbob, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


EavxiriTB BoabD| 
Caz£utta ; 


Collector • 
Couanieeion, 


«SlB, 


20M July 1787. 
(Received 6th August.) 


We transmit for vour information and guidance tbe enclosed copy of 
orders from tbe Right Hon'ble the Governor General in Council fixing the 
rate of the commission to be drawn by the Collector upon the amount of the 
realized revenues of each coUeotorship. 

We arei etc., 

Wif. COWBBB, 

Tsob. Gbaham, 

JoBB MaOKBKZUI. 


llTOLOSUBB. 


John Shobb, Esq., 

President, and Members 
of the Board of 
Revenue. 

fiivairuB 

POBT WXBLUIlfk 

miJuly 

Gbvtuiibn, 

Having taken into consideraticm tho mteo of tiienomwiiniiomlp 
to the Cblleotors of the Bevenne, we lum Ytsohred that In lAmipfF 



AYLHET DlfiTElCT BBCOEBS. 


14S 


folltmiiig pioportioiii upoa the amout of the xeaiised fevenaeg oi each 
ooSeotonBup* 

Upon evaij inm of ten laohe and upwards a oomuusion of one per cent, 
upon the first ton lacks and one*half per cent, on the remainder* 


Upon nine lacks and bdow ten 
Upon eight laoks and below nine 
Upon seven lacks and below eight 
Upon six laoks and below seven ... 
Where the coUeotorships are under the last 


Eb. 

10,000 

9.000 

8.000 

7.000 

6.000 


That from the above oommission a deduction be made of one per cent, on 
the balanoas of revenues when the jumma of oolleotorship exceeds ten laoks 
of rupees. 

And of two per oent. on the amount of the halanoes of revenue when the 
jumma of the oolleotorship exceeds five lacks and is under ten lacks of rupees. 

And of three per oeut. on the amount of the baLanoes when the jumma of 
the oolleotorship is under six lacks of rupees. 

That the above resolutions authorising the oommission be fixed from the 
commencement of this present year in those oollectorshipa where the settlement 
takes place according to that ASia, and from the oommencement of the Fussuly 
of Velayaty year 1195 in those ooUectorships where the settlement is made 
pcoordi]^ to that iBni. 

if That the commission shall be paid from the Ehalsa Treasury und« the 
^general regulation for ali payments at the expiration of every three mouths. 

I That the Assistant stationed at Tlpperah be allowed to ^aw commis- 
sion on bis collections, and the Colleotor of Chittagong upon the whole oC the 
oolleotions under his ohsrge, inoluding those under his assistant at Tipperah. 

That the assistant employed in the oolleotions of the town of Calcutta 
be also allowed oommission agreeable to the preceding rales. 

That the Accountant Genend of the Bevonue Departmwt be directed to 
lay before the Board of Eevenue on account of the commission due to the 
Collectors respeotvely at the periods prescribed, and the Board are hereby 
sQthoriaed to pans o^rderthe payment thereof. 


We are, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient Servants, 
COBKWALtlS, 

Cbab. Stuaxt, 

S . Seosv* 
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Aocoanto. 


No. 214. 


To Tfii Hoiv’blb Bobsit Lindbat, 


Collector of Sylliet. 


FoEB WltLlAV : 


Bitbbve AooooirrAKT Gekbeal's ofiiob 


[BectiTed dth Aagntt]. 


the mk Jul^ 1787. 


Si&^ 

Observing that Lieutenant Davidson has charged the full amotaat of his 
tent allowance and full bills for October 1780, I am to request you will 
receive back from that gentleman tho amount of these allowances from Ist to 
1 7th October^ until the latter date when Lieutenant Davidson was not appointed 
to his present station at Sylhet. 


1 am also to request that you will receive back from Lieutenant Davidson 
the amount of his travelling charges or say Rs. 200, agreeable to the aocom* 
panning bill, all travoUing charge to revenue stations being«»payable by m 
Civil Paymaster. 


1 beg leave to add that no fixed monthly allowances became dm till the 
let of the succeeding month, and must, therefore, partioularly request thst you 
vfiW not insert the allowanoes on tho establishment of yoUr ooUeotorsbip for 
the present month, in your aocounts for this mouth, but in your noootUlts for 
August, observing the date in every future month. 

The pension to widow Saran should be inserted under the head of penihms^ 
and no charge should be made in your accounts not provided for bv the neW 
establishment of your oollectorship without the previous sanction of tlie Boeidi 
excepting the articles of Tigers' heads alid Pensioners' diet, which ave to 
continue to be paid according to the usual rales. 


7. B. njosxmm, 
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Ko» 218 . 


CXBOULAB. 

To TEB HoZV'B£B BobBBT LiHBflAT, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Bbtxvujei Boa&o : 


Calcutta. 

The 20/A July 1787- 

[Beodived fith Augnrt.] 

SlE, 

I am dixoetod by tbe Board of Bevenue to inform you that the Price 
Currenta required by the 57th Article ^ the new Bevenue Regulations should 
include the average price of every epeciee of grain produced in your districts. 


Examined S. S. 


1 am, etc., 

B. Aplin, 

Secreiaty, 


Ko. 214. 

To TBB Hoe'BLB BoSIBT LlimSAY, 

Collector of 8ylhet. 

Bevsnub Boabd* : 
Calcutta. 

The 20M July 1787. 

[Beoeivsd Cth August]. 

Sug 

It appeEring from the Accountant Geneial^s statement of the 16th inetant 
of the balances of cash in the Collector's hands on the 80th ultimo, that no 
reason had been aesigued by you for the balance in yoya Treasury amo^ting 
to Be. 6,882^4-16 I I have the Board's directions to desire you mil imme- 
diately fum^ iSie Aooountant with an esqplanation thereof and conlanae 

Uwwuy account with an explanation of the 


1 am, etc., 

B. Amv, 

Stcreiarth 
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Noi 215. 


CXIOOULB. 

To tua Hok’blb Robbet Likdbat^ 

GoUeotor of Sylliat. 


CBeoeived 9 th jLogaft] 


RxTaNVB Boaed : 
CAlOtrTTA. 

IJtd 27a Jufy 1787. 


Bib,, 

Ab soon BB yon slia]l Imve EBoertaioed the rate of interest paid thxoughont 
your distriotB oonformably to the 24th Article of the Revenue RegolationB, we 
deeire you iranamit aa a atatemeut partiotilariaang the rate paid in each 
pergunnah. 


We axe, etc., 

Wm. Cowvbe. 
Joan Maosbubib. 
Bd. JoHsraoir. 


No. 216. 


ClEOniAE. 

To thb Hob’blb Robbet Lxebsat, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


RBtBinTB Boaed : 


OABOUtEi. 


[BeoeiTed Oth August.] 


TJe 27a Jmlf 1787. 


Sul, 

In all oasoB where the Bettlement of the mehala under your charge for the 
current year shall have been finally adjusted and confirmed, W6 direct that you 
hold the poonabi and commence the colieotionB without delay. 


Wear^ eto.| 

Wk. Cownnu 
JoBH Haoxbvhb. 
Bd. Jonmovt 
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No. ai7. 

To *CBE Hoe'blo Robbet LUDe^Ti 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Khatjlseh : 


SiB) 


Julyikt 27M, 1787. 

[Received the 19th August.] 


Enclosed I bave the pleasure to send a memorandum of ^oounts and papei'S 
required from your district to complete the Records of the Kbaulsoh, which 
1 request you will transmit to the Roy Rojan without delay. 


I am^ etc., 

Wm. Copper, 

Fresident, Revenue Board. 


No. 218. 


To THB HoH’fiLI Robbbt LiNDBAT; 

Golleotor of Sylhet. 

RETihUB Board, Calcutta : 

The %lth July 17b7. 

5ib, 

We ha^e receiv«>d your letter of the 20th ultimo with its enclosure* Board’s oen* 
Reverting^ to your address of the 16th May, we can by no means consider the aaro 
censure oonveyed in our answer to you on the 25ih of that month either 
severe or unmerited. Had the explanations now given by you been before 
furnished, indeed we should not have considered the entire sum of 
2,89,299 cowries recoverable only from the assets of the current year, since 
it now appears that Rs. 80,000 were due from the Nabot and yourself, that 
69,000 were mostly paid uj) la Bysack pieiious to the date of your toiinor 
letter, and that of the remaining Rs. 1,50,000, wxty thousand were recovered 
after the close of the annual accounts ; but as on the IGlh May you wrote “ in- 
stead of money 1 received tceps for their balance f«till in demur d and to save my 
credit at the Presidency, I brought to account 2,89 299 Cowries more than was 
actually received, and I have taken the responsibility upon myself of collecting 
the amom^t ia the three ensuing months when there is no demand upon the 
towjee,'^ froto this information we actually concluded that full sum of 2,89,299 
Caw us was in demand and that you had received teeps for the whole. 

fxplanation of the mode of realizing these tesps does not by any 
meiMis tatii^y U^ tUt they are not made good by the assets of the new year, since . 
you ii^orsn lu the Euro crop on thelower ground is cut in April, and the 
rentm«wa«j^i^ettd^ireseldoin sopiofident as to keep money in deposit 
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to answer demands at an uncertain period. Wo cannot, therefore, reconcile this 
mode of payment and the entire suspension allowed by your kistbundee during 
the three first months of the year with the repeated and positive in j notions 
of Government for the prevention of the pernicious practise of anticipation. 

In respect to your Collections Account the last year, we must observe that 
on the 26th June 1786, you engfaged on our allowing a deduction of 1,60^000 
Cawns from the jumma of 9,19,407 to take the full responsibility ** of the 
remaining rev,pnue (viz. 7,69,407) on yourself. This remiaeion was accord* 
ingrlT granted, yet, without any authority, you have remitted a further sum 
of 53,188 Cawns, informing ns that you have brought to account 7,16,219 
Cawns, though your fstated ooUeotions to the end of Cbyte amounting to 
4,42,888 Cawns added to the balance 2,89,299 gives the sum of Cawns 
7,32,167, exceeding the amount credited by you in 15,986 Cawns whidh 
we desire you will explain, and at the same time we desire the most particular 
and satisfactory evidence of the necessity for the oonoesaion granted by you, 
after you had pledged yourself for the realization of a larg^er revenue. 

After the above remarks, it is almost unnecee^ry to add that we see no 
reason to retract any part of the oensure oonained in our letter of the 26th of 
May. We are soriy to bo under the necessity of observing thst we cannot 
think it any degree unjubt, and the more especially, when on referring to your 
Treasury Account for April, we 6nd that on the 1st May, or 21st Bysack, the 
sum of 1,67,636 Cawns of the amount stated advanced by yon, was retained 
in your own hands, and consequently of as little benefit to Government as if 
it had not been realized. 


We arc, etc., 
Wm. Cowyxa, 

Tbos, Graham, 
Rd. Johnson. 


No. 219. 


Jonathan Dxtncak, £sq., 

Freparsr> Reports to the Revenue Department, 
Fort Willmin. 


Sylhht, 


Tke 28M My 1767- 

Sir, 

The settlement of thu district being late in forming by Mr. LindWT 
no demand of revenue by the kist being made lor tee monfths of 
Jeyte and Assar 1 cannot lurnish fyon irah any Taujee accounts for these 
months, but shall transmit that for Sravan, agreeable to the RsgUlitiOllS Cf IflC 
Right Honliile the Governor GeRend in Oouiicil. ^ 


lliave»glia^ 
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No, 220. 


To Ma. William Hyndmam, 

Acting Collector of Sylhet. 

Revenue Board, Calcutta. 

The tut July I7h7. 
[Received 13tlx August.] 

S», 

We have received your letter stating the distressed situation of your 
district in consequence of the great quantity of rain that has fallen. 


We leave it to yon to grant such indulgence to the routers on the sus- 
pension of their payments as may be indispensably neoensary in the present 
situation o'f the districts, but we rely on your most diligent euquiriei fo' 
guarding against imposition and on your exertion for obtaining the punctual 
realization of the kists and the entire revenue as far as possible. 


We are, etc., 

Wm. Cowpbe, 
John Mackenzie. 
Bn. Johnson. 


John Bhoib, Esq., 


No. 221. 


and Members of the Board of Bevenue, 


Eort William. 


Sylhet, 


The Mh August 1787. 

GiHruniBN, 

Agreeable to yenr orders of the 5th ultimo I have the honour to transmit 
you an account 4il^erent columns the names of the 

Imut'it wd UhlMniiu. 


1 have, etc., 

W. Hyndman, 
Aciing Colleeier. 


SYLQ^TDISTBICT BECOPIPS. 


Cowrie . 


IfiA 


No. 22^. 


To THB Hon’blb Bobbet Lindsey, 
Collector of Sylbet. 


[Bsociyed 27tb August 1787 ] 


DeooA| 

The lih Aug^uat 1787. 


SlE. 


Gopeeraufc Podar, who ie the bearer of this, being empowered by the 
Contractori with ^the Hon'ble Company account the cowries of Sylbet to 
receive them from you, 1 shall be obliged hy your informing me with the 
amount that may be, from time to time, issued to him, with the rate ^ pay- 
ment, that 1 may regulate my demands in their agreeably to the tenure of 
their engagements. 

1 am, etc., 

M. Day, 

Collecioft 


No. 228, 

To THi Hon'blb Bobbet Ltitdsay, 

Judge of the Dewaiiny Adawlut 
at Sylhet. 

Bbi^bnub Dbbarthe Nf, 
COUBOJL ChaMEEE, 
m m Auguat 1787, 

[Beoelvod 26th August 1787. Answered 10th November.] 

SiE. 

The regibtrar tu the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut having in his half-ysarly 
repoitof tbe :;6th ultimo represi^nted yonr ueglect in having omitted te 
transmit your Abstract Bogiste^ and Accounts since December 1786, as 
as to remit the balance of cash in your hands in December last, being khawtis 
ot owries 9,b94, 1 am diiected by tbe Kight Hon’ble tbe Governor Geuswu 
m Council to call upon you for the same, and to desire that you will, without 
delay, transmit the accounts required, and immediately remit the nmouEt 
rei'eived by you on account “ Fines and Deposits ** to the Begistet of w 
Sudder Dewanny Adawlut. 

1 am further directed to acquaint yoU of the Board^s dtspleasure ht 
insttention, and of their determination to phnlsh any future repefitiott thets* 
of in terms proportioned to the degree of the 

1 am, ato., 

f B0S. 
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Ko. 224. 


CnevuM. 

To xai Hov'ui Bobmt Lihbsat, 

CoUoctor of Sylhet. 


Sib, 


[B«oeif td 2ad September ] 


Bbvsittje Boabd^ 
Calcutta, 

Tie ion jtu/nsl 1787. 


A B it IS Aomtemplated to form a gensral settlement of the oonntry for the Settiei 
ensuing Bengali year, 1195, for a term of years, with a view to this object 
we think proper to send you the following directions in order to prepare 
yourself for carrying this measure into eveoution under such instructions as 
you may hereafter receive from us. The principal points to which your 
attention, as preparatory to this measure, should be directed, are the follow- 
ing:— 


1. The amount of the Jumma. 


2* The person with whom the settlement is to be made. 

8. The rules for preventing oppreesion^ on the ryote by the zemindars 
and farmers, as well collusions amongst the latter tending to de- 
fraud the zemindars and farmers of their just demands. 

In order to estimate a fair and equitable Jumma, you will revert, as far 
as the accounts and materials you ai*e possessed of will enable you, to the 
settlements and collections cf former years, tracing the diminutions which 
have taken place from the highest rate of taxation, and the causes thereof, and 
ascertaining whether the latter were of a temporary or permanent operation. 
You will terticularly specify any instances which may occur of remiSfiions 
upon the Jumma where reasons are not assigned for them, or where, if assigned, 
they should appear ina^uate* 

It is \ery well known that the zemindars in different parts of the country 
have given leases of lands to persons for a term of years, and perhaps in peV- 
petnity, at zeduoed rates of assessment. The influence of the native oflQoers 
employed in the revenue offices and under British subjects ^ is supposed to 
have procured such leases in their own favour. You will particularly advert 
to this point, and notice any such grants or leases whenever you may he 
able to detect them, in order that the landholders under them may be taxed 
Bgmeable to the geneial rates of the district. 

It may not perhaps be possible to determine with a preorsion precluding 
bU objectiaiia amount of the assessment of each pergunnah without a 
minute local semtinyB T^^is, however, we object as being contwy to 
the orders << of Directors, but the mode we have pointed out to 

yon, if duHy nmaniW assiiM with local information and experience as to the 
state of cumvation on the dwtri^ cMBpsred with former periods, will enable 
you to W ^ i^imi with probable aocuiaoy as to the amount rf the Jumma 
to he flxodt In igtiifo yon wiU in ew instance name » apecifio sum, witb 
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All that we intend is that the Jamma shall be sQoh as the Comjpaa^ maj 
fairljfr exact; and to guard against future defalcation in the xeTtiiittes by oolbi^ 
sion, fraud, and misrepresentation. 

In ascertaining this point you will also advert to the oharges attending 
the oolie itions of the revenues by the zemindars and farmers, and communicate 
to us yonr opinion as to the average rates of these charges in the districts 
under yonr superintendence. 

The information we require relates to each pergunnah stated in the 
Accounts Settlement of your Collectorship. 

Secondly^— The consideration of the person with whom the settlement is to 
be made. The Act of Parliament* and the orders of the Court |of Directors 
equally prescribe that the settlement should be made in all praotioable instances 
with tbs zemindars, and our instructions lor the settlement of 1X94 more 
partioularly explain this injunction. 

But as many of the zemindars are disqualified from any real interfsreoee 
in the management of the collections from incapacity on account sex, minority, 
or otherwise, it becomes necessary for Government to interpose, both m 
the security of the revenues and the protection of the ryotts, and even that of 
the zemindars themselves, who from incapacity fall as prey to the artifices 
and frauds of their own offioers and servants. 

The only general rule which ooours to us as calculated to remedy the 
abuses incident to this situation is to make the principal officer of the zemin- 
dar who from inrapacity cannot manage bis own business a party io his 
engagements with Government, and to bind him to a faithful dieebarge of 
his mity by restrictions imporing a responsibility, equally affecting his person 
and property. Put the principal difficulty occurs in the choice of a person 
for ^is trust, and in this respect we must rely upon your knowled(|^ ned 
experUnoe. Capacity for the task is the first requisite : to inforoe the Ibith** 
lui discharge of it must depend upon the vigilance of Oovemmsot asfi 
its offioers. 


You will, of course, endeavour to ascertain amongst the zemiodary servasti 
who is the most capable. Those to whom trust has always beau givea and 
faithfully and ably discharged naturally stand forth fis the propevust |«rteOi 
for future responsibility. You will also further advert to the precanthms tl^t 
may be necessary to prevent the effects arising from a competition Wi th ws 
person who may be selected and of opposition to his manaMment^ wh^n 
your choice of the person has been oonnrmeci by the approbamn of 
ment, it ought to be steadily maintained against all the sffects of 
or intrigue, aud this consideration will, of ooursa, dictate caslioo an 
part. If in the first instance the zemindar should ba oapi^hia ot WMsking 
a oboioe, some weight should be allowed to this uopsi^ration. 

After all, however, we are sensible that eases asay ooour in whiMb SIty 
be most advantageous for the Government and for thf sbniads* 
should be let to a farmer : for such cases the lepwons Of wiiioh ytm Will aW^ 
whenever they may occur. Care must be taken for toSlriuir W 
the zemindar by allotting him a proportion of tilS paodiWW sf fts Sjnnn 
he does not possess neez jute, oommar or mw pSuHSteS IsW dW 
under rates sufficient to furnish his mmnteuauss* Ton Will, (“ 
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Ae anonat yon may deem paeeemTy ftnr thia pntpoM, taldna> into Maeidera- 
tion the oixoamataiMea pointed out to your notice above. 

The third artide ol^e your meet partionlar attention ae Wwg of the 
gnateat importaooe to the welfare of the ryote and wonrity of the Oovara* 
mdnt's rent. 

dOBm tbftt yoQ will in concert with the oanungfoes nod piincipnl 
mnteuddiee prepaire the form of pottahsp to be executed by the ^emindan and 
farmers in future and to be given to the rvotts. It is much to be wished 
that these pottahs should contain the ^oific rates at which each article of 
assessment upon the Aissul is to he collected or a speciCc sum for a given 
q^tity of land* either generally or according to its quantity and prepuce. 
vT© know that the oustoins in this respect vary, and that, however desirable 
it may be^to introduce a general form, that these vanations will perhaps 
render it impracticable. The actual measurement of one or two villages of 
inconsiderable extent in different pergunnahs will enable you to obtain infor- 
mation with regard to the subsisting variations in the rates and rules of 
assessment, and posnbly supply the fundamental rules ; and this measure, 
at far as you judge it expedient we authorize you to adopt. You will consider 
what articles of taimtbn have been introduced of late years, and how far they 
are deemed oppzeesiye, or otherwise, and whether it may not possible to revert 
to some farther period in which the articles of taxation were ascertained in 
cxrder to fix upon that for the rule regarding them in future. In considering 
this point, yon will asoertidn how far abolition of the taxes subsequently 
intrcduced will affect the jumma of the lands. 

Every aemindar ought to have in his cutchen^ records a nirk bunder, 
or rates of assessment, specifying the proportions of the several taxes levied 
upon the ryots under his jurisdiction and the amounts you should endeavour 
to procure. 

After preparing the forms of the pottahs, you should propose them to the 
zemindars and fairmere under you in order to asoertam from them if any 
objectioiis occur, and, when this is the case, oor aider the weight du to thero 
objections, amending the forms wherever it may he necessary, that, ^ if it 
should be determined to adopt them, no difficulties may afterwards arise to 
frustrate the operation of them. 

The forms should be as simple as possible. "We are, however,^ aware that 
the zemindars and ryote are in general adverse to the introduction of them, 
the former because it prevents oppressioa and affords the means* of detecti^ 
it, and the latter because it removes the opportunities of collusion and at the 
eameJlTne gives thens reason to apprehend that any fixed rates of taxation 
wiUflft hereafter assumed or estaWished data for the imposition of future 
wtSffii of inoresee. We are also fully sensible that the task now preson^ 
to you ie utteuded with many difficulties and will the minutest 

ottmilitMi l^npplication on your part to accomplish it, but the importance of 
tlrt objeeCe peqnirea these exertions, and we trust that animated by zeal they 
will bo attended w|th puooese* 

^ U eU#pg the*e general beads ae the objects of yow investigations, we 
do tkot laMt no onilfiAa year eaplaiiations to them only, but desire ^^ewlly 
you W® ildd tb them whatever information you can obtain 
h fmt oonauca to tbo mtabHehment of regulations tending to promote 

the jMMueiii of tboaaSee^omi aud prosperify of the country. 


IfiO 
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In order to afford yon enffioient time for oompletiog these enquiries, we 
desire that your answer to this letter may be prej>ared 480 as to errire on, or 
before, the 80th January 1788. 

We are» etc., 

Wll. COWPSB, 

John Maokbnzib. 

Rd. Johnson. 


No. 226. 

To THB Hon'^bln Bobebt Lindsat, 

Magistrate, Sylhet. 

FOwJDAUT DBfAmTlCHNT, 

TU 12^ AJuffUit 1787. 
[BsssiTsd 25th August 1797.] 

Rtu. 


I forward to yon a oopy of the Fowjdanw regulations translated into 
Bengally. This was notio^ in my letter of tM 87th ultimo, but omitted 
beoause the printer had not completed it. 

1 am, etc., 

Jno. Whih. 


No. 226. 


To Mb. WxtxiAK Htnoitan, 
Acting Colleotor of Sylhet. 


Bhvbnub Boabd. 


Siv., 


Th§ U/h Auguii 1787. 
[Beeeivad 8 nd September.] 


In addition to onr orders to you of the Slst ultimo, we think it n 9 te|||^ 
to desire you will report to us from time to tinse the ^cQeois of the inuMHln 
and the state of the lapidi under your charge. 


We ave, ete^, 
Wm. CoWBBBy 
Tnoa. 


iko. JoaMMMfr 
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No. 227. 

Ct&OUIULE. 


To THl HoN*BLB EoBXET LiKD84Tj 
C ollaotor of Sylhet. 


Rb^tknub Bo-ibd, 
Calcutta 


The AuffuH 1787. 
[BMfiiTBd Slid S«ptember.] 

8ze^ 

We deeife jour obsemnoe of tbo following rule in the tiBinBmifiBion of the 
Mvenl aeooimte xeqaired by the Revenue Regulations. 

The Annual Aocounts Settlement and kist bnndee, annual Jummaj Wassul 
Bakea Aooounti monthly prtoe current. 

To be addr oopod immediately to us. 

Eemtef of monthly receipts for revenue payments and of depoeitr . 

Annum and monthly treaBniy account. 

Mon^jr letter on treascny balanoe. 

Monthly estimate. 

To be addressed to the Aoooontant General to the Revenue Department. 
Monthly Tanjee Aeoounts.. 

To be addressed to the Preparer of Reports. 

All esplanations will of course aooompany the accounts) respeotivulv; as 
diraotad in the A9th Artiola of the Regulations. 


We 'are, etc., 
Wm. Cowper, 
John Maokknzie, 
Rd. JOINSON. 


No. 228 . 

To Mb* WituAX HTronAar, 

Aetiaf Cdlaotor of Byifa^t. 

Revbbus Board, 
Caloutta : 

ne mh AitffMt 1787. 

[Eeoiivsd Sad Ssptsaber.] 

Baviimptnaaidad to the General Towjee Report for Bysaae, 

*wts, l^ld AilM* wa am antpriiad to 2 bm 1 that no aoofiunts have been reoeivea 
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We desire you will be particularly attentire to tbe paooti^ iraiuimissieii 
of your Tow jee accounts in futurOi agreeably to the d9th Article of the Begu« 
lations, as without thenif we are totally munionued on the stafeo of yoar^ 
oolleoiioDB* 


We Bie» eto .9 
Wjc. Cowpbb, 
John Mjloxbnsexi^ 
Bd. JOHBtOH. 


Ko. 229. 

BiOBAW JohKSON, E8(^4 

Aooountant Oeneral, 

Bevenue Department, 

Galoutta, 

Btlbbt : 

Augu9t 1787. 

8 xBj 

Herewith 1 have the honour to transmit you tzeasary aoooont s— • 
Charges Collections : 

Charges Zemindary. 


Charges general of the 8ylhet proTince for the month of July 1787| with 
daplicates ot the whole in the Fersian and Bengal languages aud estimate Of 
the probable receipts and disbureements of this province for the monih of 
August 1787 accompanying, 1 have also transmiittd Hr. Deuidson^s pay and 
Batta bill fox the month of July -The settlement being late informing and 
by the kistbundee tran^mitted to the Boaid of Bevenue no demand of kiiA 
being made for tbe months of Bysaok, Jeyte and Assar, I bape, theieforoi only 
brought to aocouiit 15^000 Cowries this menth being tbe amount realiaud w 
the Sawan kists. 


The balance in the Treasury being oownes 16,934— as ao psTioh 
M appeared on the pari of tbe Coiitraotors to reoeiue the oowries it is impor 
ible to transmit their receipt this month* 


X liwr., 
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No: 280. 

OXftOniiAB. 

To Me. Wx. Hthmav, 

Aetixig Collaotor of 87lhet. 

Rivsimi Boaed, 
Caloutm : 

Th$ %lsi Jupust 1787 ^ 

tBMiTed 8&d fieptimte.] 

8X1, 

With 1 Tiew to Moottvi how fiT the Kefi^t Batte oa& be introdneed 
into tho jtunmn of eaoh district, wo desire joa will tTansmit ^to us without 
loss of time m putiovlar etatement of this article. 

We are, etc., 

Wii. Cowpn, 

John Maokinzib, 

Rn. Johnson. 


No. 281. 

To WXLLXAX Htnoiuln, Roq., 

Acting CoUeotor of Sylhet. 


Rbvehue Accountant 
Gknbeal^s Ofvicb : 

20 ^^ AuffUit 1787 . 

[Beosired 8nd September] 

I lum n«iT.d your Mtn «f th« end inatant covering yonr Tnaanry 
Aewmst ud Cbwges for July, wd eatimatea for Angoat, together with 
Zuentenant DiTidaon'e paji Batta bill for Sonaut Rupees 98 . 


1 have, etc., 

Bd. Johnson, 
Accountant Oencral, 

Ecvcnno DcpurimcnU 
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Ko. S83. 

To WnuAM HnmvANj Bsq.« 

Aotizig CoUaotor ot Sylhet 


BaTnriTB BoabPi 
CALOOtTi, ! 


SlB, 


The Zlst August 1787. 

[Beoeivid Ifth SBptomber.] 


1 Bxn direoM by tba Board of Hevanoe to aohxiotrledge the reeet^ of your 
letter of the 10th ultimo^ and to inform you that they have been admed by the 
Collector of Baooa that an Agent from the ContiAotorB had been depntM to 
reoeive the oounee. 


I ain« eto., 

B» Aflxv^ 

Sssfetury. 


No. 238. 


CnciTUB. 

To TBi Hon'bu Bobiet LumaAT, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

BiTimBoAmo, 
The 8Uf August 1787, 
[BeMived IBth S^ieBber.} 

SlB, 


In order to remove the inoonvenieniGeB of delay in the leaUsation of any 
balances, which, for nnavoidatla oamee , may remain oatstandiDg at the end 
of the current year. 

We direct that yon at all timee accompany yoor monthly Towjeet ef the 
corrent year's colle^one with similar aoooants of the preceding yeiur^e beianoes 
and full explanation of thiir aotttal states the Bocoess cl meaatm edoptsdi 
and such future means as ooonr to yon lor quick rsidization. This yon wSI 
consider as a standing regnlataon, and we desire yon will immediat^y eonl^Blh 
to it, by transmittiiig wiwi yonr future Towjees of the onMnt jia^, Ui% ths 
accounts and exptofifioTis required for the year 1198. 

Wl^re no bakiiceB shall lesaain due, tbeeocKmntwi^ be nnnseassaiy, but 
we desire yon will inontlily repeat the obsenration that none see 4N»tSbuinf « 


Weaas^ste*, 
Wif . Ccnmoi, 
fen Mftflftffifr ff i 

B». Amop. 
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Ko. 234. 

Bbkuvin Aplin, E8q.» 

Secretary to the Board o£ Eevenue^ Fort WiUiam. 

Sylhet : 

^2nd Augwt 1787. 

Sis, 

The Aodog Preeident of the Khaleah having required in bis address to the 
Collector, under date of 27th ultimo, Persian and Bengal copies of the Jumma 
'Wassil Baokee of the Sylhet district for 119A to completo the records of the 
Boy Bogan's ofSoe, 1 have the honour now to transmit them herewith, and beg 
you will inform the Acting President that they have been sent. 

1 have, etc., 

Wk. HYNDlfAN, 

Acting Collector . 


No. 236. 

CXSCULAS. 

To the Hok’blv Bobebt Lindsiy, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Reventjb Boabd : 

Calcutta : 

Ihi 2m August 1787. 
[Beoeiyed 17th Eeptamber.} 

Sut, 

A6 vertiiig to the many abuses that have arisen, and do perpetually arise, 
from the transfer of the seals of zemindars without the knowlod^ of Govern- sosts. 
ment, we direct you to lequiie the lemindars in your districts to send us an 
impreerion of tmr respeonve seals, through you, to riie Acting President of the 
Khalsa, and to report through the same channel, to what persons these seals 
am entrtiet64. ap weU as any future transfer of this charge to any persona 
irhatevar. « 


We are, etc., 

Wk. CawpiB. 
John Maokskzin. 
Bd. Johnson* 
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i^Uooiuti, 


No. m 

MATiHkw Day, Esq., 

Collector of Baoca. 


SlB, 


gnaiT ; 

TJie Zm August 1787- 


I have the hoaoi^ t? aolwwledg^ the zeoe^t of your addieee of the 0th 
August to the CollaotoTj, has been deliver^ to me by the Couteeote^a. 
Agent. 

1 beg leave to id^orm ydu that the balance of the Sjlhet TMoaurj to the 
end of Sawan amonnts to Cawns 67,t7£-8| which^ agreeable to the omrs of 
the Board of B^venusb 1 have delivered to the Cont^tor^e Agent and have 
reoeived a bill of exchange upon his principals at Dacca payable in 8 months 
at the rate of 5 oawns 10 puns per siooa rupee amounting to Sicca Rupees 
ll,995-M-d| which 1 now do myself the pleasure to transmit in order to zegu- 
late your demands on them on the part of Covezmnent. 


IhavOi etc., 

Wh. Hynbmak, 

Acting Collector^ 


No. 287. 

OinouLAn. 

To TKi Hon'bu Bobiev LxnnsAT, 

Collector of Sylhet 

RjnrBBUB koommxfu Omodo s 
ZmAugm 17 87. 
[BioaivediitoiSsylinabirl. 

Sir, 

The estimate of Firdbable Beoeipta apd Diabunsmenti fR»qinani4; MtiDS 

t iay office so hite in toemon^ that th^ m MW I'WiSfp 

xecoidb'endyouot theord^ 'o(1^£iH»h Um 

respecting !t| and reqneet yon will be pleased in futm to fortrard imm 1)^8 
1 may leoeive them <m, ^ before^ the sixth of thitnonth and notlahir. 

Zhati^atc^ 

Bn, lOtQMlMI. 
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No. 238. 


CtBOULAS. 

To m Hoh’blb RobUiT Lihobat, 
CollMtor of StLEET. 


Sib, 


HA C/Bl : 

The Shf Angutt 1787. 

[BoeeiTed 17tli September. 


The Bight Hon^ble the Governor General in Council having directed me to WeifThtneiid 
ascertain the exact standard o£ the weights and measures in use throughout 
the different divisions of those Provinces, I have to request that you will 
transmit me an accurate account of the same as established in your Collector- 
ship with as little delay as possible. 


I am, etc., 

G. C. Msysb, 
A, G. It. D. 


Ko. 239. 


ClBCULAB. 

To TBB Hok'blb B. Limosat, 

Oolleotor of Sylhet. 


Revenus Boibd, 
Calcutta : 


The 31 Avgust 1787* 


[Beoeived 83rd Beptexnbsr]. 

Bn, 

Aoeomfuiying we tM of Towjee and Tteaaary Amounts, to 

^Woh wa your oanalal oonfermity in future. 


We are, etc., 
Tflos. G&aham. 
John MAOCurzir. 
Rd. Johnson. 



168 


SYLHKT raSTBICT RBCOEDS, 


No, 240. 

John Shorn, Euq , , 

President, and Members of the Board of 

Revenue, 

Fort YTiixiah. 


Floods 


Stlhst : 


The hth Sepien^ 1787, 

GXNTLNteNH, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of voor letters under dates 
the diet July and 14*th August : to the orders oontajned in the fQrmerf'‘you 
may rely upon the strictest obedience and attention being paid. Since 1 
the honour to address you last the weather at intervals has moderated greatlyi 
and afforded me some reason to hope that the damage it had oooaeioned would 
not be BO severely lelt, by giving a proper encouragement to the endeavours 
of the zemindars towards raising another crop : but I am sorry to observe 
those b^s are now vanished. For after three leneated attempts, the oxops 
have beeh drowned by succeeding inundation, ana the season is now gone. 
The lower pargunuahs have suffered very much by having their principal 
only crop totally destroyed, and from their situation great numbers of tbs 
rayotts nave left them for the present. 

In consequence of numerous representations made me, 1 left Sylhet for a 
few days on circuit to such of the peigunna^ as were most conttguousi in 
order that by a local view 1 might the better ascertain the truth of them, 
that, they by being the highest, I might be enabled to form some oomjpetent 
judgment of the damage susUined by the lower ones, and it is with real 
concern I inform you that the representations do not appear to me to be 
exagserated ; through the several pergunnahi I went, there is eoaroe a village 
but has suffered some loss either in cattle or desertion of tiie ryotts who have 
retired to the hills for safety. The few surviving cattle are subsisted by tlw 
roots of grass drawn up by bamboos ; nothing but oeutliw demonstration one 
form an idea of the unhappy state this province now undeTf ot 

the misery experienced at this moment by the inhabitants on the lower lands. 

It is with great difficulty 1 have been able to gft any of the zemindars 
to attend at the CutoherTy, although 1 have outevei^ reasoDtablb 
indulgence consistent with the latitude of your initruotte^i tad 1 Bititr 
myself with the hope that if the weather modern^ spo^i 1 may be enabled 
to realize as much of the cqrrent reveone as will new be distreeetii^ to ihe 
zemindars and at the same tixne luUy answer the exp|p(is|tiof|^s el Oovtmm^ 
during this particular crisis ; and permit me to tMrdte you I shall oojfitiliue 
my exertions for the relief of the unfortunate SQfbgeri at hwm IkhmW 
power. 


I liaTe»et% 

Wn. 



nwsm WSTOICT MCOBJ)S. 


119 


No,, Ul. 

BxoeaM JobnboHi Bsq.^ 

Aooonntant-GeneT&l, 

Bevenne Bepurtment, Calaatta. 

Stlhbt: 

The 2nd Septetnher 1787. 

Sm^ 

Horewitb I luive tbe honour to transmit you treasury account o{ th^ Aoooanls. 
Sylhet provinoe for the moDith of August 1787, with da|dicate in tbe Persian 
and Bengsd laaguage# and estimate of the probshle receipts and disbursements 
of this province f<w the month of Septemh^ 1787. 

llie sum that appears ooUeoted on my Sawan tonjee amounts to 66,000 
Qauw, 15,000 I have already oarried to credit in my July account, the 
remaining 60,000 is now msertM in the accompanying one. 

The tMdance of my treasury this day being Cawns 67,478-8-6 or sicca 
rupees 11,996-1-17-3 I have delivered to the agent who has been empowered 
by the Contractor i^freeable to the order of the Board of Revenue and have 
received a bill on his principals at Dacca for the amount payabb m three 
months which 1 have transmitted to the Collector of Dacca. 


I have, etc., 
Wm. HtnovaV, 
Acting Collector* 


No. 24&. 

BaBJAKiH Aflih, Esq., 

Seoxetary to the Board of Bevenue, 

Fort William. 


Stlhbt: 


The hth September 1787. 

Sin, 

1 hiltve the honour to eehnowledge the receipt of the Board of Revenue's 
letter itoder di yte Ihth, nlt^o xespectiDg my not having transmitted any 
Towjee aocoonts for monthe of Bysaot Jeyte and Assar. 

U beg you will be pleased to inform the Board tlmt by thp KistbundM 
tranamittad by m Iiindsey to the Presidency no demand for revenue iras m^e 
for theim montha. I hppe % therefore stand exculpated of m then 

OpiniOA iS<Mi; #ot hieving tiwosinitted any accounts for that penod. The a^unt 
a«eeable to the 59th art^e of the regdatiom 
and tli oliedi9h(^ihha he paid to these orders m this partioulai 

uifntare. 


1 have, etc., 
Wk. HtsDifijr, 
Aeting CoUceier* 
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No. 243. 


Bekjamin Aplin, Esq«, 

Secretary to the Board of Revenue, 

Fort William. 


Stlhet : 


The 5fh September 1787. 

Sib, 

I have the honour to aohnowledgo the receipt of your address under date 
21st ultimo. Be pleased to inform the Board of Revenue that the Contractor's 
ag^ent arrived at Sylhet at the period of my closing^ my aocounts for the 
month of Au^st, and havings produced Mwers for reoeivingr the Cowries on 
behalf of his princmals, 1 delivered to him the balance of my treasury amount- 
ing to Cawns 67,472-8-6 or sicca rupees 11,996-1-17-3, for which I 
received a bill on Dacca payable in three months agreeable to the stipulated 
p^od in their contract which I have trausmitted to the Colleotor of 
Dacca that he may regulate his demands on them in behalf of Government. 


I have, etc., 

Wm. HTmMAZT, 
Acting Collector^ 


No. 244. 


To Me. Wm. llYinixcAK, 

Acting Collector of Sylhet. 


Rbvbnuxi Boau, 
Caloutta : 


The 7th September 1787. 

[Beoeived 36th September.] 

Sm, 

Wo have received your letter of the 4th ultimo with the account settlet 
ment for ] 196 accompanying, on an examination of which WU observe that, 
under the bead of Farmers, Sezawals, and securities, iu the Solsktar the word 
** Sezawals ” is ioserted without the name of the person so tnsployedi and 
under the head Malzamin to many whose names appeiur th^re are annexed 
ei ceteras ; also that there are many names of FarniS9!)i without Securities, and 
many names of Zomindars and Tulookdare with Setliirit^ 

As it is absolutely necessary that the namhs cil persons who ars 

employed a^i sczawals should be specified in 'tlliS ioeottfit SoWeittWlt, 
that you should also insert ‘therein all the nattieS of malgamjns to whioa 
et octeras appear annexed, we desire you to prepaid and transmit ’uS a nm 
account settlement accordingly, noting under the final coltunn OX 
account the sum total in sicoa rupees, (kloulated ugreeihly to the rule ol the 
present cowry contract. 
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A« it appeani that you have devwted from our general instmotione on 
the 8 ub 3 «ot of taking aeounties from Farmers and dispeusiug with thorn in all 
oases of Zemindars, we direct you to furnish us with full and i^irticular cxpla- 
nations for such deviations. 

We have further to remark that jrou have omitted io send us the parti- 
cular detail of the grounds on which the respective deductions have bwn 
regulated as desired by us on the 17th July last. We, therefore, repiat our 
orders of that date, and direot you to comply with as speedily as pos.>ible. 

Wo have, otc., 

Tiios. (Ihaham. 

John Mvckenzil. 

Rd. Johnson. 


No. 245. 

To Mr. Wm. Hyndman, 

Aoting Collector of Sylhet. 

Revbndb Board, 
Calcutta : 

The 7th September 1787. 

[Received 30th September.] 

Sib, 

Having laid our proceedings on the Towjee accounts for By sack, Jeyte, 
and Assar TOfore the Right Hon'ble the Governor General in CounejJ, it was 
observed that several of the Collectors had not transmitted their Towjee 
accounts. {lie Loidship in Council has, therefore, thought proper to direct 
that a fine be imposed on every Collector who shall in future neglect to 
transmit his Towjee or monthly acoounts by the period specified in the G eneral 
Regulations (without assigning any satisfactory excuse for such omibsion), 
not axoeeding half of hie salary for the first omission, and of a whole month's 
salary for second, or any future, omission. 

The Right Hon*ble the Governor General in Council, having directed the 
above resolution to be annexed as a supplementary rule to the Gener^ Revenue 
Regulations of the 26th June 1787, wo have annexed it accordingly, and 
fiesire you will consider it in force (as such) from the receipt of this noUfi- 
cation. 


Wo have, etc., 
Thos. Gbaham. 
John Mackenzie. 
Rn. JOEKSOW. 
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No. 21.6. 

To JoHK Shobb, Esq , 

President, and Members of the Bo«rd of Bevenue, 

Port WiUiom. 

Sylbet: 

The IStfh SepUmbet 1787. 

OSNTLBHlir, 

It becomes daily more and more indispensably my duty to lay before ibe 
Board a state of the district under my Superintendence. The rains have 
fallen very heavily for these few days past, and from the large body of 
water come down from the hills, the inundation has once more spread itself 
over the face of the country, and destroyed every hope of having any 
crop for many months to come \ and the soarcity of grain, notwith* 
standing every precaution I had taken at the oommenomnent of the 
calamity, is most severely felt by the inhabitants of the town of Sylhet 
who have been without grain these six days past, but more gmvously by 
those on the lower lands. For though I gave the most unremitted attsn* 
tion to the distribution of the grain remaining in the province, nombers of 
tbe poorer sort are daily carried ofE by famine, of whioh I have received 
most distressing and authentic accounts. The representation of this sceiie of 
misery oommnnioates more forcibly to my feelings, as it is totally ont of my 
power to afford them any alleviation to their present sufferings ; nor can 1 at 
this period sabmit any proposition to your Board for the relief of the inhabitants 
except a temporary suspension of the revenue wbiob 1 do with reluctanoe from 
the oonviction that it is introducing a bad precedent that is liable to much 
abuse even witji the greatest care token to prevent it. 

I should be glad to be favoured with your orders for my guidance doriog 
this calamitons period ; and, till 1 rooeive them, 1 shall oontinue to eamrt my 
utmost abilities for the wel&re di the distressed people and in promotilig the 
interest of my honourable employers. 

I have, etc., 

Wk. HTBxaujr, 

No. 247. 

John Sbobb, Esq., 

President, and Members of the Board of B^Netftiey 

Fort William: 

Qektlembn, 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the reoeipt of your nddiM ttttte Aeto 
gist ultimo. I beg leave to inform you that Oouiies being the only mxMSf 
pf this district, there is no snob thing as Kefeet batto known. 

1 have, ato., 

Wic. Mjwmhah 

49^00 
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No. 248. 


Rxch^bd Johnson, Eb(%., 

Acoountant General, Revenue Bepartmeuf:, 

Forfc William. 


Sylhbt, 

\^th SepiembeT 1787. 

SlB, 

I have the honour to acknowled^ the receipt of your address oC the 80th Accoantfl. 
ultimo to the Collector respecting the traosmiseiou o£ the account o£ probable 
receipts and diebursements. 

I beg leave to observe that it will be impossible for that account to arrive 
by the time prescribed, as the usual passage from hence to Dacca even in the 
best weather is not {^rformed in less than 5 days and oftener longer. I beg 
leave to represent this to you that in case this account should not arrive at that 
period, 1 may stand esoulpated of neglect. 

I have, etc., 

Wm. Hyndman. 

Acting Collector. 


No. 249. 

To THB HoN’niJi Robxbt Lindsay, Esq., 

Chief of Sylhet. 

Military Ofvicb, 

17M September 1787. 

SlB, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th June last, and to Ordasnot. 
acquaint you that the guns, etc., have been received into the Arsenal agreeable 
to the acoonspanying copy of the Commissary of Stores' receipt, also to transiiiit 
you^ a Ust of stores originally sent, by a comparison or which with the 
receipt, it will a{>pear that those marked with red ink arc deficient. I have, 
therefore, to request that you will be pleased to acoount for their expenditure. 

YOW for light guns is now before the MiUtary Board. The 

moxneut liltTe detoxmuied on it, you shn.!! be acquainted with the result. 


I am, etc., 

ISAAO HuurHKBYS, 

JUntUn^ni and Accountanf, Uiliiaty 9tore», 
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Ko. 250. 


John Shorb, Esq., 

President, and Members o£ th6 Board of Beyenue, 

Port William. 


SyliBBT, 

18/^ Septemher 1787. 

Gentleuon, 

1 have to acknowledge the honour of your address under date of the 28th 
ultimo. I beg leave to inform you that no Zamlndar's saal is valid on my papers 
but that of Omaid Reja, who uses 10 seals Pive he retains himself and nve 
are delivered to his naibs who remain at Sylhet. All other Zemindars sign 
their names and make use of no seal to any papers. 

I have the honour to enoloso you the impression of Omaid Rejah’s seals 
who has no authorized vakeel at the Presidency ; as also a declaration of the 
Canungoes respecting the validity of signature (instead of seals) to all papers. 

I have, etc , 

Wm. HlNDirAN, 

Acting Collector. 


No. 251, 

ClBOULAB. 


To William Hindman, Esq., 
Acting Collector of Sylhet, 


Bbvbnub BOabd, 


CALCtrsTA; 

Xko 10^A September 1787, 
[BsQsived doth September 3,7174 
SxB, 

Accompanying I transmit you, by the directSaps pf tbd Board Of Bovetto^ 
two printed copies in English of the Begnlatim fcr Che adm&kMfdMOn w 
justice M passed by the Mght Uon'bla the OQtbnMJr Qwenl i«i G»i^ <« 
the 27th July last. CopiieB ia the Persian uia; lei^gasgss wiQ M mm 
you as Boon as printed. 

iMOieto^ 


B. A>«Vi 
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Ko. 252. 


<JO Mb. WlMXAM Hyndman, 

Acting Collector of Sylhet. 


Revenue Boa.bd ; 

The ISM September 17S7. 


(RfiCei^ed 3 rd Octol>er.) 


Sib, 


In all remiftanoBS to the Khulwi hy bills, wo dirout you to ™u<io the drawer 
to insert a danse in them that ono-half of the amount sholl hj psyablo m 
silver sioca rupees, and the remainder in the usual ouriency, and this rule 
you are to continue to observe until further orders. 

^ Wc aie, etc., 

Taos. Gra.11 am;, 

John MArKENztE, 

Ki>. Johnson. 


No. 263. 


To THB Hon’ble Bobbrt Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Revenue Boabc, 
Calcutta ; 

The 18M September 1787. 


(Received 8tTa October.) 




observe it as » rule to forward your acoount regularly. 

I am, cijc., 


B. Avlin, 

Secretary. 


No. 264. 

To TEB Hok’blb Eobbb* Lindsay, 
Collector of Sylhet* 


Revenue Boabd, 

CALCUTfA ; 

The 21«< Septemher 1787. 
(Received eth October.) 


’We received a letter eadrewicd yo^ the Towjee account 
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nemiBSioiui to 
miters. 


It appeariDff, however, by a report from the Preparer of Beporte that 
this accoQnt haa not been received, we desire you will forward a dupHoute 
with as little delay as possible. 

We are, etc., 

Thos. Oeaham, 

John Maokbnzxb, 

Rd. JOflX|pON. 


No. 255. 

To THE Hon’blb Rodiet Lindbat, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Revenue Boabd, 

Calcutta ; 

The 25M September 1787. 
(Boooived loth October ) • 

SlE, 

We have received your Assistant’s letter dated the 12th instant. 

In our letter to your Assistant of the diet July, we left it to him to g^ant 
such iDdu1g;encee to the renters in the Buspension of their payments as might 
be indispensably necessary, but relied on his utmost diligence for guarding 
agamst any imposition and for obtaining the punctual realization of the kists 
and the entire revenues as far as possible. 

Leaving the suspension absolutely necessary to be allowed the renters to 
your own best knowledge, we do not think any farther orders requisite. 

We are, etc., 

Thob. Qeahav, 

John. Maoxenzjb, 

Bd. Johnson, 


No. 256. 


CXBCULAB. 


To THE IIqn’blb Bobebt Ltioosay, 


Collector of Sylhet, 


Khalba ; 

The tttth Beptembet 1787 # 


(BeceWed 10th October.) 


SlE, 

To enable me to prepare the axnilnamas for the current 1 
will transmit me with all convenient expedition complete ooptes ia . 
and Persian of your account settlement a^ kistbundy, after they Mtll kara 
received the confirmation and sanction of the Board of Bevenoe. 

1 am, ete«, 

o, a Mwm, 



SYLHET BIBT&ICT RECORDS 


177 


Gbobob SbxBj Esq.^ 

Magistrate of Daooa^ 


No* 257, 


S^LHBT ; 


SlB, 


Septtmber 1787. 


Under charge of a naiok and two sepoys 1 have bont 37 criminalB who Faw]ilari# 
have been tried in the phogedar here for irarioiiB crime&t and aie now sjnt to 
Dacca to be reported to the Naib Nazim. 

Accompanying I have forwarded the proceedings held in each case to 
Mahamed Aly Khawn^ the Darogha of your phogedary court, for your 
information. 


I am, etc,, 

Wm. H\ndmai^, 
Acting Collector* 


No. 258. 

Rioh4Bi> Johnson^ Esq., 

Accountant Qenerali Revenue Department, 

Calcutta. SYtHET ; 

30 September 1787. 

SlB, 

Under cover 1 have the honour to transmit you Treasury aocoonts of the Aoooanti^ 
Sylhet province for the month of September 1787. 

Charges oolleotions. 

Charges semindary. 

Chargee general for the month of August 1787 with duplicates in the 
Rersian and Bengal languages, estimate of the probable receipts and disburse* 
rnents of this CoUeotorship for the month of October, and Lieutenant 
Davidaon's pay and batta bill also acoompany this letter. 

The balance of my treasury, being Cawns 86,939-9-1 5-2 1 or : sicca rupees* 
6fB67-14, 1 have delivered over to the Contractor's agent, agreeable to the ordew 
of the Board of Revenue, and have transmitted the bill drawn by him on his 
prineipchi^ to t)i»4Mlactoir of Dacca. 

1 have, etc., 

' War. ^YNDMAK, 

Acting Collector, 
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No. 259, 

Gboboe Chablbs Mbybr, Esq., 

Acting Preparer of Keports, Bevenue 

Departments, Calontta. 

Sylhet ; 

29iA September 1787. 

Sib, 

I have the pleasure to transmit you Taujee aooouets of this province for 
the month of Bhawdar 1]94, with an explanation of the balance annexed and 
duplicates in the Persian and Bengal languages. 

I beg leave to remain to you that, should this account not reach the 
Presidency by the prescribed time, I hope you will exculpate me of neglect in 
the transmission in your report, as it h^ proceeded from my not having had 
any dawk boats to dispatch it sooner. 


1 am, etc., 

W. Hyvdhan. 

Acting Collector. 


No. 260. 

CiBOULAB. 

To Robibt Lindsay, Esq., 

Judge of the Mofussil Dewanny Adaulut 
at Sylhet. 

SuDDER Dewanny 
29th September 1787. 

(Beeeirsd l6th October.; 

Sib, 

Complaints having been made to the Sndder Dewanny Adaulat that 
several of the Judges of the Mofussil Courts, upon the presenteition, of an 
appeal, have taken from the person appealing ao actual dep^it of 60p rupees.* 
instead ot the security direct^ to be t^en by the 53rd Amble of the JuroU 
Regulations, I am commanded by the Sudd^r l^wanny Ad^ut to forbid 
that any such depo»it in cash be ever ^uiipdi '^if the appelwht' 'shall tender ^ 
full and siifl&cient security in the following wo^ of the article 

“ And in all oases the party appealing ghhll give full and spfioiePt 
security in a sum not exceeding five hundred rupbes for the paymMt ol^such 
costs and for the performance of such order or deoree ae the Soddeir Bewnn^y 
Adaulut may think proper to award or make ihetenpon.^^ 

X am, ete,j 

B. Cnxas. 
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No. 261. 


To B. Apuk, Esq., 

Secretaiy to tho Board 

o£ RaTeQuoi Fort William. 


Syuilt, 


The Uh October 1787. 


SlIL, 

I have the plaagure to acknowledge tho receipt o£ your letter to the Aoconnt* 
Collector under date 18th September. 1 request you will he pleased to inform 
the Board of Revenue that 1 have invariably observed their orders in trans- 
mitting my treasury account to the Aocountaut OencrarB ofhou on the IbL 
or 2nd of every English month for the proceeding one. The account for August 
was sent on the 2nd* of last month ; and 1 can by no other means ac'oount 
for the delay than for the badness of the weather, which may have detained 
the dawk boat between this and Daoca. 1 flatter myself that the Board 
taking the above into coneideration will acquit me of neglect. 


I baye, etc., 
"Wii. Hyndman, 
Acting Collector, 


No. 262. 

To THB liON'nLB BOBB&T LhSTDSAY, 
CoUeotor of Sylhet. 

\ 


Calcutta, 
Blvenub Board. 
The M October ]787, 


[jBeoeived 23rd October.] 

filE, 

We ere much surprized to find by a report from our Revenue Aocountaut 
General that no Jumma WassU Bakce Account has yet been received for the 
past year 1198. 

It being necessary that a General Report on the collections of that year 
should be prepared without delay, wo direct that you immediately transmit 
the annual ^c9aat o£ your Colleotorship, and we desire you will at the same 
tune eai^atii Jo m it baa been so long delayed. 


Wo are, etc., 
Thos. Qraham. 
JOBK MaCXBKZIB. 
Rd. JodKSOK. 
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No. 263.* 

To WiLLiAU HikNDMAN, Esq., 

Acting Collector at Sylhet. 


Sir, 


'Dacca, 

The 6th October 1787. 


I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st ultimo^ covering 

a Bill of Exchange on the Conti'actor for Sicca Bupcee whioh has 

been duly accepted. 

1 amj etc.j 

M. Day , 

Collector. 


No. 264. 

To Mr. Wm. Hyndmav, 

Acting Collector of Sylhet. 

Bevbnub AocoTTNTAKr Office. 
The 9th October 1787. 
[Kecomd 24th October ] 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the BOth ultimoi enclosing your Treasury 
Account for September and a Pay Bill of Lieutenant Pavidson'^e for Sa. 
Kb. 286. The Persian and Bengidee copies of the Treasury Account men* 
tioned in your letter to be enclosed^ vou have omitted sending, whioh I request 
you will furnish me with immediately. 

I have, etc., 

Bd. JoHirsox, 

A. Q. R. R. 

No. 265. 

To W. Hyndmax, Esq., 

Acting Collector of Sylbdt. 

Dacca, 

The loth October 1787. 

[Beoeived 20th October,] 

Sir, 

In oomplianoe with the desire expressed in a letter y6u favou^d ttue 
dated the 26th of September, 1 have made over to Mahamed Ally Kha&iii 
Criminal Daroga of this plaoe« the persons yon sent for that purpose. 

1 have, eta, 

Oborqe Smm , 

Maffiiiraie e/ 


* Portion of this sheet has been tom off and loti. 
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No. 266. 


Cieculab. 

To THB Hon'blb B. Lindsay^ 

Cdleotor of Sjihct. 


Revbnfe Boabd, 
Calc utta : 


Theim October im.. 

[Received aotli October 1787.] 

SlB, 

We desire you will prepare and transmit to us (wifcli as rnuoli expedition as Curroncy. 
the subject will admit of) an nccoimt of the different speoies of Rupees 
eiiouiating tbrou;i[hout your district with tbe ubual bazar rates of batta 
upon each, cpecifying the variations in this last article (as far as they can be 
ascertained) during tho course of a year and the uaubc of such variations, 
adding also the relative proportions of tbe different species in cirouUuon as to 
quantity, distinguishing what specie has the most established currency in 
commercial and revenue transactions, what iBconvonicnce (if any) arises from 
the variety of species now existing, and whether there is any \vant of specie in 
oironlatiop. 


We take this occasion to remind you of our former orders of the 1 2th of 
June last on this subject, and to desire your am wer thereto as speedily as 
possible. 

We are, etc., 

John Mackenzie. 


Rd. Johnson. 


No, 267. 


John Sbobi, Esq., 

President, and the Members of the 
Board of Revenue, Calcutta. 


Sylhet : 

The 23fd October 1787. 


GEimjIMBNi 

* 1 take the liberty of informing you of my return to Sylhet and will 
punotoally comply with such orders as you have lately transmitted. 

Styndman more than once has represented to you an impartial state 
ot^tUb^plitrict during my absence. The latitude you have allowed him ndtber 
has or will be improperly made use of, an^ I have every reawn to be satisfied 
sHih his conduct. Any further representation from me at this period can be w 
little eervice, and I will only inform you that it was with grirf I observed the 
eEtrame distness of the inhabitants in the low district which is hardly to be 

credited ..isithout oooular demonstration. Rice they have none, nor money to 
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Lindsay's 

zeB^goaton. 


Kanongos 


I take leave to trouble you with a epeoimen of the only food they have to 
support nature. It is a small root procured by diving in ibe middle of the jills 
in six or seven feet water. Nourishment it has none and not only gerves to 
clog the appetite, but to procure it is the sole occupation of the inhabitonts. 

Upon the banks of the river and the high grounds near Sylhct some small 
spots of rice have been planted and the scarcity not so severely felt. As soou as 
1 possibly can, 1 propose to transmit you an account of wbat 1 think will be 
realised during the course of the year ; at present I am of opinion that there 
will be little or no balances due from the high Pergunuahs, but the state of the 
low lands must from necessity be considered. 

1 beg leave to repeat the request contained in toy letter from Dynapole^ of 
the Ist instant begging your permission to resign my station in November 
and you may depend upon my communicating every information to my 
successor acquired from the local experience bf eleven years such as 1 think 
may be of use to him in conducting the public business. 

I have, etc., 

Rob. Lindsat. 


No. 268. 


ClBCULAB. 

To TUB Hon'ble Bobbbt Lindsay^ 

Collector of Sylhet, 


BjsvBvnn Board, 
Calcutta ; 


The %%rd Oeiober 1787. 

[Received 12th October.] 

Having it in contemplation to make a reform in the ofHoes of the Canongoes 
in general, we desire you to ascertain if any land is held in yonr districts by, 
or in the name of, the Canongoes, and transmit an aoeount of the annual 
revenue thereof. ' 


Wearsi^eto.y 

J. Hmwm* 


JobM Maokbksxb. 
Bn. Joipfkoir. 


* For floods in Bengal at this time ew Seton Karr t Salaciion*. Vol. J, pfgttS fltS, fltO. 
1. Lmdaay rivaa a yevv brief aeconnt of hie trip np the Gances ta Msa tad 
antooiogtaphy. Xtves o/ ihifilAndtayt, He writes ebotit this Ibta t**” 

*' I hare already stated tliat, at an early period, t had Imtm 
seniors in tho serrloe at Dacca, by stepping eo aeatlj ifll 
nor hod they forgot the advsatage 1 had thus gamed oreH 
now attained high sitnations in ^ Board of Eeveone, sstd ooi 
thnndeMd out nnploaMnt orders to me. in ope of these they 
that tad thought it ^vishble to the pi^noe oi, 
oertain DlMkmaa, who was privately turner the Immediaio 
m allnded to i to this parive X wae direoted to deliver ‘ 


They did not even tan^seend to aSsign wy reason lor that tssmsae! 
M Men Thie by no means gave me tU samh oneiaiiieM i 

* W PP* blaekman. in the eonntw’ 

W totoporise. The blaok arrived tad wae ve^is^ky 


MsisM him m making large roarittanoes to Caleattai^-aad, |n ooi 
Board itagrMt use I had to him in patridg him in fnU posssssii 
a great obwot to me, for 1 knew well the torbnlent petals wonld bra 
abetaoe. My herith nw reqnired a little zalax atita Wta my s 
piinelBPtan visit to Bepacfs and the pppm; provinota wita^ 
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No. 269. 

To John Sbosv, Esq.« 

PreBident, and Membera of the Buird Revenue, 

Calcutta. 

Oefohfr 1787 . 

OBVTLBMSir, 

1 iin thi« morninjf t*yored with your Icttci of the 5th in-sUnt, inform me A®oovnt. 
me that by a report from the Revenue Accountant (Tcneral, it appear- 
ed that no^Jumma Waasil Bauhee had been received fiotn me for the past ye 4 r 
1198, and yon desire an explanation why it has be»^n fco lomr delivod. In 
give noo leave to aesure you that, to the utmost of my )fower, J have ' iways 
complied with the standing regulatione respecting the r gular Irausmit-faion 
of my acQOunti. 

Herewith I beg leave to trouble y^u with a copy of my letter of the "''th 
April to the Preparer of Kbalsa Reports which sccompan ud the Jumma Vi assil 
Banhee, together with copies of the same in the Persi in and TlengHl languages 
Dnplioatea in the country langnoges w'Te likewise trant-miUcd fco the Seercdurv 
of the Board of Hevenuc for the use of the Roy Koyau's ntiice under date the 
8£nd August by Mr, Hyndroan. 

It is necessary to inform you that the Jiimma ‘VVassil B.iukoe was tent 
immediiklBly to the Khalea [by] direciion of tiie Prepnrer of Kepo'iti. ALOtiier 
oopy of all these skocouots will be trant>mitt<.d you in a few days. 

I have, etc., 

R LlNDbAY. 


No. 270. 

To John Shoeb, Esq., 

President, and the Members of the Boarl of Revenue, 

Calcutta. 


SyibBT: 


tiih October 1787. 

In oem|itSlki^ with the orders contained in your letter of the 
is preparing in the maimer you 


her, 


transmitted in the mm dt a few days. You are pleased to 

lett«r iiak St J We “ deTWted from yonr general iiutmotioM on the 

wbj.ot «« ukkiff MMaiitSM from the farmer*, and ‘>‘"1*?®'"^ 

<Jaset of aeminctiursi we direct you to furnish us with a full and partic lar 
o^planation |t» i^h derintiofip.’^ 
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Ehaiit 


1S4. 


On the re-pontsal of th^ prlntefl reflations passed by tbe Ri^ht Hon^b]« 
Doard under date Kth June, I do not perceive any clause prohibitinil^ the C jllecto^ 
Iroin t iking socuritv from a zemindar for bis cun^ent revt nueSi or requiting secu* 
liorn the fanners, 1 beg leave that your Secretary may transmit me an abstract 
1 it M'l- of uuy cii cular orders that may have bi en issue 1 on this subject, for it either 
neviT reriched mo or hai been mislaid. Give me leave to observe tuat security, 
h as \Ne Can get, baa Wen t'lken from moat of the zemindars as Usual and 
none f om the farmer^. If this does not meet your approbation, it shall be 
recti lied. 1\ rniit me likewise to represent that without the assistance of tb(83 
nominal bccurities it will be impracticable for the Collector of this district 1 1 
lealise one-half of the revenues. There are 136 pergnnnahs ex'ilnsive of laud 
uucUr Ollier dcnominationSi and to each, upon a moderate calculation, ten or 
twelve zemindars, always at variance with each other, without knowing their 
lesjieotive boundarits. The dread of their lauds Wing sold to answer lor 
revenue u no check whatever for none will purchase, and it requiids a roan 
Tested with authority, and who knows also how to exercise it, to collect any 
renlH whatever. As far as 1 can, your orders shall be complied with. 


I have, etc., 
R. LmnsAY. 


No. 271. 


To John Sncits, Esq , 

President, and the Members of the Board of Revenue, 

Calcutta. 


StWT : 
Ochher 1787. 


T am fiorry to inform you that the Cuiseahi of the lower mountains, joined 
by the inhabitants of the contiguous lands under the hills, have totallv laid 
wabte tbe Autgoug, Selberis, Banaikoorah, Sookar, Eandeegah, and Betal per 
gunnahs under Sylhet. 

They wore not satisfied with plundoTi but inhumanly murdered neir 300 
people Wore distressed by faminei and in the greatest mi-eiy. Se veaalffl 
the Dacca pergunuidts have also suffered by liheir depiedatione, an acowplt 
of which no doubt has reached you. Some lew ot the planderers jng% 
been caught, and sent for punishment to Daccai but the most ssmotliw 
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nu»de of redressing the general grie^oee is by rebdiation^hat is bamiog 
their villaM and oarrying off their oattle, as soon as the water subsides. In 
order to put a stop to their inoursions for the present^ 1 hare sent a jetnildaT 
and 50 men to watch their motiens ill armed boats. 

The people who have been appreheudud declared in their jnstitioation that 
a famine upon and under the monniains forced them to those outrageous 
measures. 


i bavCy eto.f 

[R. Lindb**y]. 


No. 272. 

CUICULAR. 


To TH* Hon^bib R. Lxwdsay^ 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Revsnub Eoabd, 
CALcniTA : 

The mk Oeioder 1787. 


£Beoeired 13th Norember.} 


Sib., 


The Right Hon^ble the Governor Generdin 
direct that all Collectors are to be prohibited from 
to be printed unless particularly authorised by 
Board of Revenue. 


Council has been pleased to 
ordering any public papers 
the Supreme Board or the 


We aw, etc., 

J. Sbobb, 

Joiur Maoebbsxb, 
Bo. JoHxrsra. 



Inquiry 
t^Soct of 
datioti 
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No. 278. 

Totiik Hon'bll Robert Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Revenue Board, 
Calcutta : 

TAe 26M October 1787* 

[Beceivod ISth Noromber.] 

Sir, 

into perioJ of the# inundation is now elapsed, you will now be able to 

iiiun- form a more perfect judgment of the ^'fTects of it, and adopt 8U»*h measures for 
restoring the cultivation of the oounliy as you may deem effectual for that 
purpose. 

Wc have already admitted a temporary susponsion of th'i demands of 
Ciovernment, and we trust that the rcntccs and ryots will not r.'quire any 
further relief, but if you should he apprehensive that the inundation will be 
mado the roal, or protended, grounds for claiming remisstone of rent, 
it behoves you in that case to consider in the minutest manner the real 
grounds of such claims. 

Your enquiries should, as far as possible, bo local and directed to the 
following points : — 


The state of the crops and coltivation when the inond* 
* AU gone. ation cummenoed. 

Its effoots npim the aotual oiop preventing the oaltiva- 
tion tiiiial at the season. 


The dietrens infinitely greater than the 
inundations of 17S4. 

One<balf of the rent of low lands must 
bo given up to near i of the low hutd. 
Some of the poigonnahs nothing. 


The degree to which those effects may have operated 
in the present year beyond the former or preceding 
years. 

The ront of those lands which have most suffersd. and 
the iiropjrtion of the lees upon them to the whole 
rout. 

The extent of the relief granted by the zemindars, 
jumas, and talookdan to their ryots, as the former are 
on no plea entitled to any sMistanoo wldeh they have 
withhold from the latter. 

The proportions of prodnoe of ths different crops to 
the whole revenues of the district tor the year. As 
a ground work of this, it will be proper to prepare a 
statemont under tho following heads t*- 

Artioles of onltivaticm. 

Period of eultlvation. 

Period for reaping the harvest or produced, 
together with a ststemant of the propor- 
tionate produce of each month s rent to ths 
w hole. 


We are, etc., 

J. Shtnre, 

John Macksneib, 
Ed. Johnson. 


Marginal note poibapa in Ltnsay's writting, 
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No. 274. 

To the Hon'blb Robert Li7n>6A.Y^ 

Collector of Sylhet. 


RBvEiffuK Board, 
Cakcutt/i ; 


The 26 /A OnnUt 1787 . 

[Received lUth Rovember ] 


Sir, 

♦ 

We have received the Towjee Account of your District for Bh.wlmi ; and 
as the balance outstandings is ascribed to the effects of tue inuMtlaiion, we 
can only repeat our former injunctions to use every ei.ocutioQ for redlining 
as much as circuinstancee will admit. 


We arc, etc-, 

J. SnoEK, 

JOUN MACKftXZlB, 

Rd. Johnson. 


No. 275. 


MaTthbw Dat, Esq., 

Collector of Dacca. 


Sylubt • 
October 1787. 


Sir, 

Enclosed I h»ve the plewaw to transmit yon a “* * 

months' sieht, for siooa tupBos fl,567 drawn hy the Contwtor s nS^ts, m 
their prinoTpal, being amon^ of balance of the treasury at the end of Septem- 
ber 17b7. 


1 am, etc., 
Wm. Uysdrah, 
ColUHtf* 
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Camsv. 


No. 276. 


(This letter was not sent.) 
To LiiunHAVf Ja¥18 Datidbov. 


Syluit, 


Bn, 


October 1787. 


As I haTe oertaitL information that the inhabitants of the lower perjsrumuab, 
particularly those who live immediately under tho moUt||l^s, joined by the 
Cusseahs, have entered and laid waste tho Bctal, Bansikoars^. Kandeej^a, and 
several other pcr^unnahs under Sylhet as well as Dacca^ and ^ve been guilty 
of wanton cruelty in putting to death many of the ryotts, 1 am to request 
(hat you will without delay proceed to Laour with 100 seapoys, or as many 
as you can get together at so short a notice, and do everything 
in your power to put a stop to further depredations. I have also to 
request that you will by every meaus in your power endeavour to ascertain and 
transmit me the names of those principally concerned and the villages that have 
been most active in the outrage. The former you will endeavour to apprehend. 
If you meet with opposition, you know best how to act ; but, as far as possible 
1 recommend you to avoid the effusion of blood, in order that the ionooenet, 
nay not be involved with tho guilty. 

I think it hij^hly necessary to strike a terror into those refractive people 
who live immediately under the mountains by burning their villages and 
driving off their catthj. This you will put into execution, unless they throw 
themselves upon your ciemenoy and give their asbistance in apprehending the 
ring-leaders. 


If you find your force insufficient you will of course give me the earliest 
information. You will please to defray tho expenses of boats and other con- 
tingencies which will be repaid you. 


I am, eto., 
[E. Lindsay.] 


No. 277. 


John Shokk, Esq., 

President, and the Members of the Board of of Revenue, 

Fort William. 

Sylhet. 

m 80'M 1787. 

Gentlemen, 

In reply to ^our letter of the 12th instant desiring the neoessnvy 
information respecUag the species of rupees in oircolation, permit me to inform 
you there are not 500 rux>eee in eiroulation throughout the district. Tbe foli 
that make their appearance are bad aroots sold in the bazar from 4 oawas 
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8 puna to 5 cawna aooordingr to tlio numhcr in th** markoU. C twrios am the only 
cupienoy, and from the extreme jmvwy of tlie district an 1 inliahitaiKs ii 
general, they are mope useful fur the i>ur)s,.o- of tralDc- hii I I . pnichase the 
produce of the lands from the lyotts tbeir •silver. 

1 etc., 
fH, Llndsay.] 

No. 278. 

G. C. MATBBaj&QK.. 

Aotinj^ Preparer of Report«i, llevenuc partment. 

Fort \\ illiAiu 

SWJII T, 

The 30/A OcU^her 17^7. 

SZB, 

Please to receive liorewith Toujeo account of the Rvlbct dintrirt ffir tl»e 
month of October 1787 trunbinitfod agm able to the f»>rm pros nWl, but jK-r- 
mit me to request of you to represent to tbo iSoar^ that fioin the lotne and 
length of this account it cannot bo drawn ou* and trinseiihel m tlun 

six days. I, therefore, hope in futuie that an abstract Te.jicf to nceompany thi» 
monthly a(‘CountB will prove snlDcient, the paitiouJars a^recabh’ lo ordeis to 
follow one week afterwanK. 

If you insist upon the particulars of the Toujc<* to be tinriPniilted with 
the other accounts, they cannot possibly arrive at the PrcsidciKy - cable u> 
the time limited. 

1 am, etc., 

[U, lilNOfiAY.] 


No. 279. 


To TUB Hon'ble Rcbebt Linds at. 


CiLCC TTAj 

The tud T^ovember 1787* 


fReoeived 23rd NoTOinlier 1787 3 

Sib^ 

The draft of the Board', answer of the 4th of M»t to yonr letter o» the 
16th April, advising them of tbo rise of the river and the dainsge t .e Burrow 
and Fua^y crop had sustaiiied from the raine, having been kisf or mulaid, 
I ehallntteem it a favour your sending me a oory of it to enable ^ to oom- 
plete the Board'e proceedings of that dato which are r. qmml to 
ra'tted to EuroM by the fir.t despatch, which, m all probability, will be 
U»» course of this month. 

Tears ol»edi*»otIy, 

Be Aplib. 


m 


Acoudm 



m 
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SoOUTltlOfl 


To TUX Hon'blx Robert Lindsat, 


Collector of Sylhet. 


Kevxnui Board, 


Calcutta, 

7 he 2nd Hovemhir 1787- 

[KeoeiTed 23rd NoTen.bcr 1787 ] 

Sir, 

We have received your letter of the 24th ultimo. 

The specilio instructions conveyed to you in our letter of the 6th of July, 
the receipt of which was aoknowle<h;ed by your Assibtant on the 4th of the 
followiiiff month, particularly directed that security should be taken in 
every case of farm, but not whore a zemindar, lalookdar, or other land-liolder 
should have ouj>agcd for hi« own lands. These instructions, beini* p;cneral 
.to the Collectors, were alluded to in our letter to you of the 15th of 
September. 

From your present addre««B, you appear to have mistaken these orders in 
requiiine^ securities from the zemindars, and engag^ingj with farmers without 
exacting any security. For the reasons assigned by yon, we consent to a 
deviation froin the rule prc.^cribed respoctiug zemindars, from whom you arc 
authoiized to take security, but direct that you attend to that part 
of the order requiring seounttes from farmers. 


We are, etc., 

J. SnoRx. 

John MackbsiZIis. 
Rd. Johkbon. 


KhaAiA 


No. 281. 

To LixvTiNANt Jamci Davidson. 


Sni, 


Stlhit ! 

18M Novemh$r 1787. 


As I have certain information that the inhabitants of the lower per- 
puniudi, particularl)’’ these who live immediately under the mountains, 
joined by the Castcahs have entered and laid waste the Beetal, Bunseecoorah, 
lluudecg'ih, nnil severnl other porgxinnahs under Sylbet as well as Dacca, 
and have bceJi guilty of wanton cruelty in putting to death many of the 
rydts, lam to requoRt that jou will without delay proceiKi lo Lahore* 
Mitb a K'O sepoys and do every thing in your power to put a stop to 
further ilepiedatiens. I have also to request that you will by every means 
in your power cAdeav oar to ascirtain and transmit mo the namee of the 
principals concerned, and the villages that have been most active in the 

• Laor. 
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outrage. The former you will endeavour to apprehend. If yon meet 
with any oppoiition, yon know best how to aot ; but as far as posaiblo 
I rocommend to you to avoid the effusiun of blood in order that tho innoooot 
may not be involved with the guilty. 

I think it highly necessary to strike a terror into those rnfradory 
people who live immediatelv under the mountains by burning their viJIagi's 
and driving off their cattle. This you will put in execution unless they 
throw themselves on your clemeucy and give their assisianoe in apprehend- 
ing the ringleaders. 

If you find your force insuffii .ont, you will of course give me the 
earliest information. 

You will please to defray tho expenses of boats and other cc.ntingeucies, 
which will be repaid you. 


I am, cto., 
Rodbet Likdsay. 


No. 282 . 

John Shorb^ Esq., 

Fresident, and Members of the Board of Revenue, 

Fort William. 


SiLnBT : 


hth November 1787. 

Gentlxhbn, 

In reply to your letter of the 23rd October desiring mo to asecriain if 
any lands are bold in the name of the Canongoes, ami to report tlio auintal 
revenue thereof, I beg leave to enclose an account of tho lands hold in the 
name of the two principal Canongoes, amounting to ^ 1,056 cawns annually. 
The extent of those lands cannot be ascertained without measurement, but 
cessed (issued agreeable to tho rates of tho pergunnahs in which they are 
situated). I am informed that they will bear a consid rablo increase. 

Exclusive of these lands under the head of nancar, tho five Canongooi 
during the Mogul Government were allowed small portions of land in eacJi 
of the pergutmahs bordering on the mountains rsnt-frce, the same being 
given them as a recompense of the zemindars for being their hazir Xamin 
ox security for their appearance when they occasionally absconded. 

The extent of these petty talooks is 

report of the zemindars, I suppose they would produce lo,000 or 20,000 
cawns annually if the whole was resumed, but permit me to inform you 
that they yield but a bare subsistence to the proprietors wbo could but 
little afford to pay rent. 

I have, etc., 

L. 



in 
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zdtum*. 


LUt of t%o Nanear lands holonging to the dglhet CanongoeSm 


Canongoe'i nama. 

Peigonnahs. 

Amooat' ia 
cowries. 

KaasuUy or 
not forth* 
coming. 

Balance. 

Muikhoodbnkt 

Kbitta . . . 1 

120 

64 

56 


Bingah 

800 

*• • 

800 


Koorah ... 

240 

... 

240 


Batreecool 

150 

15-8 

134*8 


Burrahal 

90 

5.0 

40 


Beahsutt 

800 „ 

70 

830 


Entah 

257-6 

... 

257-6 


Goburpore 

47-10 

. . . 

47-1 


Bauggaut ... 

7-8 

7-8 ■ 

ase 


Total 

1,512-8 

S!07-0 

1,805-8 

Srimaut Boy 

Cossearoool 

70 

... 

70 


Kbitta ••• 

70 

... 

70 


Doolabev ... 

150 

. . . 

150 


Hurry Nagur ... 

60 

... 

60 


Grand total ... 

1,862-8 

1207-0 

1,655-8 


No. 283. 


John Whxtb^ Eiq.i 

Bemembranoer of tbe Criminal Court, 
Fort William. 


Stlubt : 

6M Nooemher 1787« 


SlE, 

1 ebould haFo before oomplied with tbe orders of the Rig^bt Honourable 
the Goyemor General in Council of tbe 87tb July in tranBmitti4g the letorns 
of tbe Pbougedariy agreeable to tbe forms prescribed, but having been 
in daily expectation of tbe arrival of the Fbouzdar who was to take ohargOj 
1 await bis arrival* ee no business has been transacted since the period of the 
regulations being in force. Owing to the above circumstance, 1 hope, 1 shall 
stand exculpated of neglect. As soon as the new Phougedar arrives, the orders 
shall bo punctually and implicitly complied with. 

I am, eto.« 

[Bobsbt Lindbat.] 
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No. 284». 

John Shobi, Esq.« 

PresideDt^ and Members of ibo Board of Revonuc, 

Fort William. 

Sriim ; 

7/4 1787. 

Gsntlembk, 

Agreeable to^the orUrs coni nned in your loti^sr of tbe Vth Si^ptember, SmntiM 
I have now the transmit you sottlomcnt of this di^tnot for the 

year 1194. 

It ifl necessary to remark that althoagh the names of ai»p*«r 

to most of the por^unuabs in gt^neral, they are not a hit muie reKpr>Tii.d)!e 
than their principals. The only roaRon for calling upoM tlu'in ior tahnds is 
to make them more at^ontivc to their dutv iu the imdohRil from the 
knowledge of their bein;' rcBponbiblo and liable to inipribouint nt ior any 
deficiency in the revenues : but where the zomindars am hutdeirMrd in t ' p inout, 
little or nothing can be expected from the surety. Ihiung the* eonne of lh<> 
season many of them are withdrawn lor inihbelia«ionr and replaced by 
others. / 

Those who were possessed of any money have long sincH' be( n ruincl 
from making advances, an 1 most of them now act as bhickdors in the mofubH^i 
at the very low salary of S or 4 rupees per mouth. 

. I have, cte., 

l.oojsnT Linoaay. 


No. 2^.5. 

Richard Johnson, Esq., 

Accountant-General, Revenue Department, Cah u’ta. 

SiLUiT : 

0/4 Kotfml/er 1787. 

8ib, 

Eeyerting to your Deputy’s letter oftho 20th July, rccriT.‘d during: my Aoocmato. 
absence by Mr. Hyndman, I observe the following jiaragraph 

"l be« leaye to add that no fixed monthly aliowancc. Ifscama due till the 
let of the Bucoeeding mon'h, and must therefore jrurlicularly reoncBt that 
you will not insert the allowaneee on the cefabliBbrnent of your CollectKir^.ip 
for the present month in your accounts for this roonth^ but in your acoouhts 
for August, observing this rule io c\oiy luture mouth. 

Mr. Hyndman, therefore in obodieore to this order, threw t«c whole 
eetsbliehment one month' in arrears by not inserting theu.ual disibutw-m-nU 
in the nmBtli of Augnst which are charged in the treasury aciount of . 
temberTbrt permit me herewith to enclose copy of a htter upon the e^e 
subjeet, dated S7th February 178 «, as bljowise the treasury “‘'““"t of iho 
prekding mouth of January, by which it will app^ that thi. orde- was 
Lfore Jsplied with, which^throws the native 

inarreen. ^My salary ae Collector, that oi my AwsUnt and Surgeon were 


SYLHET DISTRICT RECORDS. 


]9i 


p ill l>y certificat'is in Calcutta, and therefore we have not the eame claim. 
The charges general for January 178(>, as they do not come under the head 
aliixol charges, were re-inserted in the treasury account of March. If it is 
not attended with impropriety, the charges general in future as well as the 
pay of Libntenant Davidson will bo inserted in the account of the current 
month and Ibo charges of August paid up, but upon this subject I await 
your orders. 

As 1 am convinced it is not the intention of GoTornment to throw the 
estahlishment two months in arrears, permit me further to enclose you the 
native establishment for January 1786 ai likewise charges zjmindary for the 
hume tnnnth, and I request that an order may bo passed either to pay the 
allowance of that month or August. 

I am, etc., 

R. Lindsay. 


JBrldgOfl. 


No. 280. 

To theHon^ble Robbut Lindsay, 
Collector of Sylhtt. 


RetInub Boabd, 
Calcutta : 


Thi 13M November 1787. 


(llocoiYod 29tb Novomber.) 


Sill, 

It being now the season to make the necessary repairs of the pools, we 
desire you will oblige* the zornmdars in your district to commence this work 
(wherever it rests with thorn) ia the most effeotual manner. 

We are, etc., 

Thos. Qbahav. 

John Mackenzie. 

Kd. Johnson. 

J. Evelyn. 


TmroUinp: 

hUowiUieo. 


No. 287. 

To the IIon’blb Robert Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


Bevenub Boabd, 
Calcutta : 

The Novemhef 1787. 


(Beooired 29th November.) 

Sir, 

Tho Right Hon'ble the Go\ernor General in Council, on an applicition for 
e<jui|iagc and travelling exj)ence9, having been pleased to pass a General 
Reholution, we enclose a copy of it, to be a standing rule, for your information 
and guidance. * 

We are, etc., 

Ttros. Gbahav. 

John Mackenzie. 
Bicbabd JOBEeON. 
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£ncu)Svbb. 

Extract of 0 Utter from tie Rigit ItorfbU the Ocoernor Genrrol in. 

Cornell, dated tie Bti Rooemiier \m, and recorded en tie Proeeeiingt 

9f the Board of Revenue under date the Hth of the name month 
£ 11 allowances to the Collectors by th^ establiMhoaents ato to bo deemed in 
full of all^rsonal cxponces whatever, though at the same thno it is exneoted 
that the Collectors shall go to every part ui their districts, where the cxigeacies 
of the pablio eervioe may require their presence. 

Hbvrnuk Boa (to. 

A true extmet. 

B. An.iN’, 

St eniary. 


No. 288. 


John Shore, Esq., 

President, and Members of the Board 
* of Bevenue, Port William. 


Stldet : 


The \M November 1787. 

Gentlemen, 

Having found the lower hill people joined by the inliabiianis of the low DiRtarbsnoM. 
lands under the mountains more formidable than 1 ha I at first reason to 
suppose, I have thought it necessary to detach LleaU'nanfc Davidson with a 
100 men in addition to those already scat in order to reduce them to 
obedience. 

I beg leave to enclose copy of my instructions on the subject,^ and hope 
this force will prove effectual . 

1 have, etc., 

B. L. 


No. 289. 

To Mr. William Hyndman, 

Assistant at Sj'lliet. 

Stlabt : 

The IGth November 1787. 

Sir, 

I request yon wUl take ohargolof Ike Sylj.et Station and the Treaaury 
Books, Papers, etc., and give me a receipt for the same. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble 
Servant, 

Bobirt Linusay, 

Colleeior, 


Np. 2Sl 
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No. 290. 


John Shobb, Enq., 

Freiident, and Members of the 
Board of Revenuej Calcutta. 


Sylhet : 


Gbntlbmin, 


The \%ih November 1787. 


Dirtrew of th* ^ lake the liberty to enclose you a copy of letter I have just received 

aiitrirt. from Lieutenant Davidsou. 1 am aorry from the most minute accounts I 
have received to corroborate his representation respecting the state of the low 
country which is truly deplorable, nor have they any prospect of relief till the 
beginning of May from the burrow fussil, the only crop produced in the low 
lands. 1 beg leave to enclose a small sx^eedmen of the only food they have to 
subsist on, which is the root of a certain weed produced in the jills and yields 
but a very unwholesome nourishment. 1 have complied with Lieutenant 
Davidson’s reoommenJation in recalling the detachment ; the only expense 
incurred is for boats and provisions. 

I have, etc., 

Robebt Lindsay. 


No. 291. 

Original trammitied to Board of Revenue. 


The Honouuable Robeut Lindsay, 
Collector of Sylhet. 


Loue: 


The November 1T87. 

Sir, 

I arrived here yesterday morning without meeting with that opi;)osition 
I expected. Only a few arrows are fired at me, the hill }>eople who retired as I 
apx>roacbed. It ia with real concern 1 must inform yon of the scenes of distress 
which presented themselves to my view in the different pergunnahs througli 
which I passed, occasioned by famine, and the unwholesome tood the wretched 
inhabitants are obliged to subsist on ; added to this, many of the villages 
have actually been plundered by the people of lower hills and by the Cassies." 
The latter, previous to my arrival, retreated to the mountains, the former with- 
out attempting to make resistance, acknowledged the facts and pleaded their 
deplorable situation as a justification for tbeir oonduot ; as a proof of this 
they pointed to the dead scattered pprynjan^pus ly on th e plains, to 
tboir emaciated bodies and their families in tbe [aen^Btage of misery and 
distress and which afflicted me to find but too true. 1 am of opinion that a 
jamadar and fifty men are sufficient to prevent further depredations, and as it is 
difficult to subsist a larger body, 1 would therefore beg leave to recommend the 
recall of the detachment. 

1 have, etc., 

James Davidson, 

Xiemteuani. 
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No. 292. 

To THB Hon’bue fioniKT Linimay, 

CollcctoT o{ Sylhet. 


RtvERi’ji Board, 

CAlCIfTTA : 


The zm Nuvemi/-r 1787. 

(Received 5th December.) 

Sib, 

We have received your letter of ike 7tL instant with the account settle- 
ment enoloeed. 

As you have in every instance omitted to state securities for the farmers, 
we conclude you had not received our instructions of the 2iid in**tiint previoui^ 
to your despatch of this account. We desire vou will supply this omission as 
early as possible, and also furnish the detailed gTounils of each adduction 
allowed in the present year’s bettlement, as required by us on the 17th July 
and 7th September last. 

We are, etc., 

Tnofi. Graha’hi. 

JOH*^ Macbfn%ib« 

Kd. Johnson. 

J. Kvel\n. 


No. 293. 

To THB Hok'dle Robert Lindsat, 

Collector of Sylhet. 


RmNDB Boabi), 
Caicutta : 

T/ie 23 rd Navtmhcr 1787. 


(Recoivod 18tli Docembw) 

Sib, 

Your towieo for the month of Arsin has been mbmitted to us by tb« 
Acting Prepater of Report,. The variety of accidental calsmitie* alleged to 
have occasioned the very heavy balances it exhibits renders it next to an 
impossibility for us to point out any mode to be pursued for the security of 
it. Therefore, under the present unfavourable circunastences, we must rely on 
your ea|B wnd exertions for realizing as naueb as possible. 

We are, etc,, 

Tiios. Gbahav. 


JoBN l^flCXBNZlB. 
Bd. Johnson, 


Aoconni 

Hottluumt 
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No. 294. 


John Shorb, Esq., 

President, and Metnbers, Board o£ Be venae, Calcutta. 


Sylhet : 


Th€ November 1787. 


Gentlemen, 

fhJ*M Si*' ^ received your circular letter of the 10th Au^st acquainting me with 
o agbaia. intentions respecting the general sottlemcnt of the country in the ensuing 
Bengal year 1191 for a term of years ; and, agreeable to yoUi* directions, I 
now fornish you with such information respectin' the state of the lands 
under my Collectorship as your letter requir<*B. During the Mogul Govern- 
ment Sylhet contributed little or nothing towards defraying the expeuses of 
the State. On the contrary, considerable sums of money were remitted from 
the seat of Government for its defence against the incursions of the hill 
people, who were roprosented to bo more formidable than was actually the, 
case*. 


HoiKm.rrt 

Nt’ttlemorit. 


The appoi»itmoni of phozdar was generally hold hy one of the f fabab's 
nearest relations or confidential friends ; to him it was in fact a jaghcer, and 
little moro was expected by Government than a few choice elephants, some 
chunam, oranges, and birds of handsome pin mage. 

The phozdar, being followed by a multitude of needy dependents, was 
liberal in bis gifts without expense to liimsclf, and never failed to bestow upon 
them large tracts of lands upon a charity tenure under his own seal. It 
must, of course, bo supposed that the highosi spots most capable of cultiva- 
tion Were ])oinled out. and the practice continued so being that little romnins 
to the zomiudars but lands which bear a precarious crop and are liable to be 
destroyed by tho inundations so treqoont in this part of the country. The 
validity of these grants have never been di.si)utod by our Govorninont, and 
this is one of tho reasons why Sylhet >ie1dsa revenue so very dispropor- 
tionate to its extent. The constant disputes which subsist, between the land- 
holders of every denomination, and the boundaric'* of each individual being 
in a great moasuro undetermined, will always be a bar to the general improve- 
ment of tho eountry by tho exteusioii of cultivation, until tho evil is remedied 
by a general llustabood, which I am convinced would not be objected to 
Cither by the zemindars or other landholders. 

Formerly the revenues of Sylhet never exoeoded five* lacks of cawns, laig} 
to Iho amount of three lacks more where allotted for the purpose of 
tci‘)'ii!g up a military establi*>h merit ; and Mr. Hollond, when deputed to form 
.0 FottlemcMt in 1776, confirmed the former; and by resuming the ohakerau 
landb increased tho jumma of the district to 8,00,101 cawns. which from the 
long exporioiico I have had I am convincel is an equitable assessment and 
as imu‘h as the district can afford to poy, aftar deducting a reasonable advan- 
tage wldch the cultivator has a right to expeet for his trouble. This is on a 
^upposiiiiui that ho reaps tho produce of his industry. But 1, must at the 
j-auio time remark that the profits arising to the cultivator in ono year will by 
no means enable him to answer the demands of Government tho succeeding 
year, provided he is deprived of tho produce of the lands from any unforseen 

• fi«« /rom (htf on ik» Affnir* 0/ JSavt Ind%a Coinpaf^, JEI® 

(vdituKl by 1017), Vulntne II, page 376 «i. nw* eoat«id«d tbat under MahMSBBM 

Bean Kheu'e luliiuiuaiMtioa there bed mb bd ODoruonii defsloBtUm to the ByUwt revenues. 
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cMualty. In this cqsa Government must show him that indulffenre hia 
neoessitieg require by fHinquighinj? part of their claims. 1 am particular on 
this subject because one year out of four 1 have always found the levenaos 
greatly affected by icundation* 

In 1783, Gayaram Miter, an inhabitant of Caloutta, totally unacquainfol 
with the capability of the district, farmed the whole at an inorease ot 3 >,l)00 
rupees, only part of which was rualizod to the groat distress of the inbahitants. 


From my repeated representations on this subject and the effects of iho late in 

inundation, you have been pleased to confirm the present settlement ^O.OUO 
cawns less than Mr. UoUond's. If the district docs not experience) tlic same mnt. 
calamities before the comroencemdnt of the new year, and th;; burrnw < rop is 
got in, the 50,000 cawns may again be added to the jamma ; and, if you 
approve of it, I am of opinion the si ttlomont mude by Mr. Hollond may l>e 
confirmed as permanent for a term of years. In this ca«c, with a view to 
promote industry and cultivation, it will be determined that no alt ration 
tending to the increase or decrease of rents shall take place in any |)ariicular 
per^unab during the fixed period. This will without doubt be attc7;:!5.od 
with the most beneficial effects, but permit me to observe that in no part of 
the country, or perhaps in the whole world, arc the lands ao fluctuating in their 
temporary value as the lower districts of Sylhet — fir»t owing to the frequent 
inundations and secondly to whim, caprice and unsettled disposition of the ryotls. 

They have no hereditary habitations or are attached to these native homes as 
in other parts of the country. Their dwelling consistbof a wretched hovel which 
together with their family they move at pleasure, and a porgunnah oov iroii 
with small villages to-day often appears depopulated the next. The inbabitants 
remove without assigning any cause, oftm without other reason than to evade 
payment of their rents. L mention this circumstance as a proof that, notwith- 
standing all the advantages of a permanent jumma to the cultivator, it must 
be attended with some loss to Government, for the revenues can never be fully 
realized owin^ to casualties of this and oth^r kinds, but the deficiency ought 
not to be considerable or assigned as an argument why the system ought to bo 
rioted. 


Kothing can possibly tend so mueh to promote or enconrago agriculture as Fataa 
the plan you prepose of obliging the zemindars to give fixed poltahs to their 
ryotts, but I need not point out to you the difficulty, if not the impossil'ility, of 
carrying this into execution at Sylhet, where the Collector must, lu addition to 
the laborious duties of his station, enforce the obedience of 5,0ii0 jiettv 
zemindars, many of whom either reside in hills or in marshes so iaacc«s<aiblc 
at almost to render them masters of their actions. Pottahs they seldom or never 
give. The wretched ryott labors under a thousand modes of oppression. 


The general way of collecting the rents is by attaching the grain upon the 
ground until such t*me ts they pay. There is seldom even a fixed de^^iand, 
the value of tha crop and ability to pay being only considered ; and they are 
left just a subsistence for themselves and families. With a view 
to redress these grievances, in my letter of the 27th March, I proposed 
to reduce these petty tyrants to the footing of ryotto and to incorporate 
all the patgimiias in the district into ten oaxntal kuowdaha under the 
nmnagement of a like number of the most anedest and most respectaWe 
aemia^ure. Ton did not disapprove of this plan, but thought the 
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the roeieure too bareh to be f^erried into exer^ution witboot the {general oonnent 
of the present zemindars. This never possibly ooull be obtiiaed. Permit mo 
to mention one other mode which may be adopted without the same objeution. 

To each of the petty pergunnahs there are from 10 to 100 partners, 
reton^ all oF whom assume the title of z min'lers and prey upon the induntry of the 
ryotte. Instead of continuing them with the s ^me authority as heretofo’'e, they 
mny enjoy tl eir neez jutj or oomar lands, whieh will sfiFord them an inde- 
pemlent maintenance, but let the Collector bi authorized to selet't from 
among them the most responsible aul intelligent man who shall he vested 
with full authority to transact the whole busiiiess of the pergunnah and to 
give pot tabs to the ryotts and answer the demands of Government. The 
authority bidng vested in the hands of one man will be productive of 
of the most salutary effect. It will put an end to all di-iputcs am mg the 
partners resnecting the division and extent of property. The waste I uds 
Will be cultivated ; and the collector will have it in his power, not only to ^ 
enforce your orders respecting pottahs, but to redress the ryott where ho has 
been actually aggrieved. 

The Cerbarikars will be callel upon to establish a u riok bnndar in his 
outchprry in the manner vou propose, specifying the proposition of the sever Jil 
tax^B levied from the ryotts under his jurisdiction. At the end of every year 
whatever profits may remain after payment of the revenues t>be divided 
among the partners in pr ipoHion t > their respective shar^^s of the jumma. 

I likewise would propose to establi h such a check upon the manager as 
will as effectually prevent bis abusing the truit he is in enoliargid with* 

Vatwari’i The office of putwary, or mofussil register, was originated under the 
^ immediate control of the oanongoes. From the records in bis possession he was . 

competent to give ev ry information to the paoz^ar or collector respecting 
the jumm a or property of the Ian Is. Fjr thirty years past the office has 
be n totally negle'itcd and is generally held by ths vjry zemindars against 
whom the check ought to lay. 

I therefore would propose that the office be now modelled by the canongnes 
and put unde*' their immediate management : the putwory to be immediately 
recommended bv them and confirmed by perwannah from the Collector : this 
office to be called a mocavil dufter, anl kept in the same place with the 
cerbarakar's cutoherry. Everv paper that is issued, the amount of jlMily 
collections, and remittance of revenue to b'l legisterod by him, as alto eviply 
pottab to the ryotts which will not be valid without his siguature. All thete 
papers to bo traiisniitted twiee a year to the oauongoes’ outcherry at Sylbet. 

It must de*>end upon you to determine whether the lands, held by the 
former putwaries as a retKimpense for their trouble, shall be confirmed to them 
or not. 1 mu^t however observe that they are of little value and not an 
object worth the attention of Government. 1 therefore would recoif 
their being oontinued upon making over the dufter ; but, in future, the putwaH 
ought to be restricted from pcrohasrig renting or having any eoneera 
whatever in lands within his own district, but to reoeive as oompensetSoii tor 
bis trouble an establiehed fee or such a salary as the pergunuah can affierd te 
pay. I have or’erd the oanongies to prepare the form of pottahi, M 
pttmit me to menlion that it will not be pmuetive of the desued if^ 
the former system continnes. 


e SsriMkcakilMue, artats 
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1 mufit menfaion to you that many of the semiodars haye of lata, from a 
oniukdouB knowledfiT^ pf their iocapaoity, given their lands in farm foir a term 
of yeare to inhabitants within the town o£ i^ylhet. Tins mode I by no 
means dieoonr*godj because 1 have found from avperienro tiuit a talouk under 
the management of one man is indnitety bettor oonduoted than when divided 
amon? seventy. Such particular in»trQctions as you think jiroper to give 
respecting these farmers will be punctually attended to. 

Although I recommend Mr. Hollond s jumma as the most equitable to 
form a permanent settlement, somu few alterations must take place, nut when- 
ever a d 'duction is made, a proportional Increase will follow clstswlicrc, and the 
reasons be particularly assigned for the necessity of measure. 

Exd. 

T 1 f 

I have, etc , 

Robbet Lin DBA V. 

Revenue Board. 

J tfui topi. 

B. APLtN, 

&ti:retary. 

Ko. 29;). 

Bbnjamxn Apliv, Esq., 

Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort William. 

S^LHBT : 

26M Novewber 1787, 


Sir 

i beg you will be p’eased to inform 

and from dieposing or elicnatiag: of their lands. 

Boaid of B«ve.uo ie uecjseary for tbe dupoit.i oi mnu. 


SyDiet. 


1 have, etc., 
Wm. HfNMfAir, 


Acting CoUettof* 


No. 296. 


To lo^ WiLLiB, Rcq.f 


RavBiniB DwARTUMrt t 
The 28^4 Jfpwtm^cr 1787. 

(Beeeivsd ths 7th Daeewbtr.) 

. . xw tbe Governor General £n Council jj^apolstisjJ^ 

1 Ml dilwM to Svtort with tho ortablWiod aBowaww wmm 

toll plMMd t* aMwnt you C-nwtof ofB^ wiwi 
hi tlwmnB of th* Homaab.* Biobort landiay. 
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You will TCoeive vnoli inftruotioni m nifty be netteenTj for your g^uidanoe 
fftm the Preeident ft&d Memben of the Soard of Bevacme. 

1 am, etc,» 

£. Hat, 

Beef0tary io Ocvernment^ 


No. 297. 


To Mathew Day, Esq., 


Collector of Dacca. 

Stlhet : 

Z^th Ncvembef 1787. 

Sir, 

I baTe the pleasure to tranamit you under cover a bill of exchange drawn 
by the contractor’s agents for sicca rupeee 6,212-14-11-8 at three months’ 
sight. 


I am, 

Sib, 

Your most obedient, humble Servant, 
Wm. Hynouan, 

Acting Collector. 


No. 298, 

To JoHw Edwabd Habxngton, Esq., 

Deputy Accountant General, 

Revenue Department, Fort William. 


Stthbt: 

30<A November 1787, 


Sis, 

1 have the pleasure to acknowledge your address to the Colleololt under 
dale the 20th instant, received to-day, covering the Sylhet treasury aooooxit lor 
June 1787, which, agreeable to your desire,! now return yon, as Wtlib 
complianoe with the orders contained in your letter of the 20th liw fct 
appears this establishment is now two months in arrears to the public n^t0 
establishment instead of one. 1 request you will be so good as to inform VHto* 
whether 1 may be permitted to clwge an additional month in my ttemWf 
account for December and for what month 1 am allowed to charge. 

I am, etc., 

Wmt. HTEBMAir, 

Acting CoUetiot^ 
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To Wm- Htndman, Esq.y 
Sylhet. 


No. 299. 


AIohKNSINQ : 


The "[ii Dfreijthi^r 1787 . 

[Rec»j**.od 22ul UeocmbtT.] 

Sill, 

I have received your letter of SiOtli complaining of Maiiomod Jca 

and of the Chowdries of Aurungporo for having plundered hy luv sieves 
eeveral other villages iu the Dinarporo Perguniiah. £ have, it: con- 
eeqoonoc, summoned him to answer to the charge, he having retpiestc^d be 
heard by me in his defenc'*-^an indulgoiice I could not in justice refuse him. 
Ip therefore, intend to take his account of the affair in writing, and to 
transmit it to you, and, should it be possilile therefore, to ascertain luc first 
aggressors and the damages sustained, I will take care should Mnbomed 

Jea to blame that he shall bo made amply lo indemnify the sufferers 

and otherwise be severely punished. 

1 am, ct? , 

W. WjlOTJOirTON, 


Collector, 


No. aoo. 


To JosM Willis, Esq. 

Hkvbnub Boakp, 
Calcutta : 

The 7th Dct ember 1787. 

(Beceived the 13th DocembcT j 

Sib, 

I am directed by the Board of Revenue to inform you that the Hon’ble 
Board, on the 28th ultimo, appointed you to succeed the Hon^ble K. landsay 
in the office of Collector of Sylhet, who has been directed to deliver over to 
you charge thereof, so soon as he shall have furnishad some information re- 
quired of him by the Governor General in Council respecting the Cosseahs, 
You will, of oourse, attend one of the Judges of the Supreme Court to take the 
preeoribedO^h* 


1 anij etc.. 
B. AfLitf, 

Secretary, 
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No. 801. 

To TTiE Hon'bli Bobbit Lindsay, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Rbyinub Bo^rd, 
Calcdita : 

The 1th December 1787. 

[Bocelted 21si December.] 

8 IB, 

Til’ork^oii tho received your letters of the let and 16th October and of 14th of 

November with their enclosuies, which Laving been submitted by us to the 
IJon'blu Board, we have to acquaint yon that your resignation of your ofllce 
has been accepted, and Mr. John Willes* appointed thereto; but that, previous 
to your delivering over charge to that Gentleman, it is the directions of 
His Lordship in Council that you furnish a particubir description of the 
Cosseahs, tho natr.re of the country they inhabit, and their peculiar habits of 
life, reporting^ at the same time, whether they might not ho induced by lenient 
measures to coupon in an orderly manner to regular Government, and 
whether for this i)arpose such means and regulations would he effectual as 
were used with respect to the people inhabiting the Hills of Boglepore and 
Rujornahl. 

Tlio regulations above alluded to, not being among the records of this 
Department, they cannot he immediately transmitted to you, hut shall so 
soon as obtained from the Governor General in Council. In the mean time 
wo shall bo glid to receive from you any plan which, in your judgment, may 
appear well adapted to acoomplish the end proposed by the llon'ble Board. 

We arc, etc., 

Tuo^. Guaham, 

John Maokenkib, 

Rd. Johnson, 

J. Evelyn. 


No. 302. 

To JouN Shore, Esq., 

President, and Members of the Board of Revenue, 

Fort William, 

Sylhet : 

The 12M December 1787. 

OrNTlBMFH, 

1 have recci^'el your letter to the Collector under date the 20th ultimo 
Permit me to iulorm you that no security has been taken from the farmers 
foi llyi. 

I bave, etc., 

Wm. Hyndman, 

Acting Collector^ 

* WilleH Boouui to haye boon bolding lome judicial poet in Caleatte at tho tiaao ol bie appetae' 
memtto Sylbot. 
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Ko. 303 


JofiN SnoEE, Esq , 

Piosident, and Doard Reve me 


C VLt VWT\ 

14/4 Dtnr ^ r 17S7. 


Gentlemen, 

am dnly favoun J w.th you, luttur ot (1 o 7 th .u-Uut . .f uumc m« that 

■you have been pkased to aw<«it iu> rc‘>'S"'‘tioii .,.„Th«KKM»» 

In oboa.on,e to your duectronB I h<. W-*; “^.^Vltur.h.. -A" 

Co'Seahs inhabit that tricl <I uioun u ‘ , (-(n i, ,f ij, niun itainK, 

west .xtr.m. y of Sylhet to th. easto.u .1, “ o^ 

aopoiding to KemioU <ttkula(u,a, •” ..irr o, Uiem sc' hoyoml the 

, I .'f 1}., Ji't .,1,1 has an mdi'iioiiih lit 
Every ohu-f ot a viUige stylee h.m^M^;;t ^ rcjiMiildo tin* 
jyovorninent willim Uis hounluiO'^. i^cm *• re'0ng<fal and lUldu*- 

delays, mil the, r dessuiitioi, until Wv hvv. ample 

rate m their les utmintH, anl mif" E K ' „jH.n lupture wi h 

eat.Bfaot.on, but it .. a long u by the eivord 

their odverBa y BO as to deudo the (liituei j i„ „II the d-iidger 

The women, as IS the case with ,Ts of tride co-sistnif 

and l>rin" down fro i tin* nioim ' j root IniiU In ictu.n tl>«/ 

chicfty of As.amolotho.,;indKon,fotuO»a^^^^^ q,nutitn s • u mon 

carry back halt, rwc, dty jjjen with anus to <h f»?nd hem 

of eLh tribe - ■‘f"" P'llLnenlcnt m tbcir ilcaB. I have ofU*n 

fiom insult. They a'e l>®'’‘“'*;‘f/"‘*®P^,„l,uent. hut it it is not upon a fo li- 
the Rajahs and princU^l I’®"!;! " ‘‘f, ” "g,t : they allowed 

mg of pcpfeit equality, they .onseiiuen-ai. Dunng the eh- n 

rank, and are highly t®"" ent icl ih district but twi?e 12L^" ’ 
years 1 have resiled at Sylhet tli y n j mdulgcnto t> one <d tb. 

kiidhoth timsit ivasOieiBioni lhy a snp^^^^ ^^^l^ ,, th They 

tribe, men, women anl ehilneii j f ,, a short time wore 

shewed themselves a ha.bamus e»e^y .U 


"•tT.HiJito bhidWT*' 
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troublesome to the district^ and in thoir inourgions but a very sniall proportion 
of the inhabitantg q£ the mountains accompany ^them. Upon my first arrival 
at Sylliot 1 found them so insolent as to encamp upon the banks of the river 
and plunder every boat that passed to, or from, Sylhet. Lenient measures 
had no oiToct whatever, aud I learnt from experience that immediate retaliation 
by following them back to their own country was the only mt^ans of keeping 
tliem within bounds. This was never attempted during the Mogul Unvern- 
memt^ but I found it attended with every good effects I wished for, and of 
later years they h&ve boon perfectly quiet. The people bordering upon 
Cachar, together with some of our own zemindars, have sometimes ventured 
to take up arms, but were immediately cbccquered. 

My opinion is that it will tend to no purpose whatever establishing a 
corps the same as at Ilogloporc. The present establishment is full adequate 
to the defence of the dibtiict. 


I have, etc., 
R. Lindsay. 


APPENDIX. 

jF^J'traci of a letter from the Might Tlon*hle the Governor General in 
Council ^ dated the 18M January 1788, and recorded in the Proceedinge of 
the Board of lievenzie under date the of the same month. 

It does not appear to us from the account furnished by Mr. Lindsay that the 
situation of the CuBseahs is suliicieutly similar to that of the inhabitants of the 
hills to a Imit of the same mode of civilization that was sacces^fully adopted by 
Mr. Cleveland* when Collector of Boglepore, but wo are of opinion that it 
ought to be attemplfidjaB far as possible by the Collector „of Bylhet in respect 
to the inhabitants of the tract of |low country, described by Mr. Lindsay, by 
encournging the principles to such a Tamillarity of personal interconrse with 
him ns may load gradually to the introduction of an inflnence that mny 
proveiit the disorders which now snbsist there, and we desire that you will send 
the necessary orders in consequence to Mr. Wilios. 


Rbvbnuf. Board. 

A true extract. 


B, AnjN, 
Secretary, 


* Corxectlr—Clevland. 
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No- 301 


To Me. Wm. HtNOMAE, 

Aisiitaal to the Collector of Stlvr. 


RKrEtrcic Boaed, 
Caicutta : 


The 14M JJi'cc mWr \m, 
[Boaeired t’ vim Do ’ombor.] 

8 ie> 

Haying enbmittcd to the Oovortior Gtneral in Council rop»i»8 of Mr. Lind* 
eay’B letters of the 14tb and Ihth ultimo regardinj; the (Mirnluct of the 
Coeseahs, we herewith furnish you with a copy of the orders rcc’cived thereon, 
which you are desired accordingly to carry into execution. 

We are, etc., 

Thos. Gi ahau, 

JoHV Mackkv/ib, 

Kx>. J0HN80.Y. 


EI< CLOSURE. 

Mxtratt of * leitfr from tkt P, git Ilon'Ur thr Gootrnor Gontral in 
Couneil. dated the Uh Peeembe 1787, and recorded on the Proceeatnje of 
^oaid of Mevenue mnder date the 1 \th of the i>ame month. 

The depredations stated by Mr. Lindsay appear rather to bavo l^n 
•occasioned by the pressure of extreme distress than any other cause, but m 
ST empties perpetrated by them were as wanton as barharoos, and 
cannot be instil W the plead distress, we desire that you will cauw the 
prisoners taken to bo delivered over to the Fowadary Court for trial and 
punshment on proof. 

The detachment under Lieutenant Davidson appears with great mds 

lUe aetacni^ Collector' and as sufficient forte has been saUaC. 

?“ •■»»>■. ■‘■i- >■ 

not «»»eau>g twen^ wtoh n»y »>»• Compwy on* tom 

la mort crgtnt, ^XnMothniioe be muiWe to W for m 

«B Um Hie, wdsH tto qbobiwi w to eeU the fi»ia «* • pnee below 

BjnmnTB Boabd. 

tone estraot. 

B. A»uir> 

Jbenttuy. 
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Ko. 806 . 

CnOTlLAB. 

To TBM Hqn’bu Bobiet Lihdsat, 


Colleetoi of SyUiot. 


Betihitb Boaud^ 
Caloutca : 

The 14 December 1787* 


[BaMiTod SStli DMtmber.] 

SXK| 

To onoonraSQ the tzBoeportation of grain for tbe rdi^f of anoli parti of the 
oonntiy as have sabered by the lato season, the Eight Hon^o the Gownor 
General in Connoti has been pleased to approve lof a temporary snspeasion of , 
of all duties on gram. 

To prevent, however, a reMtition of the former pleas for deduotions made 
on a former oooasioo, yon wfll notify that it is not meant to annul the usual 
gunge duties, which are a part of the OBtablished revenues. 

We are, etc., 

Thos. Gbahak, 

John Maoxbwzxb, 

Ed. Joenbon. 


Ko. 806. 


To WiLUAK WBOUeHlON, ESQ., 

Collector of MomensiDg. 


Sixanr 


nth Dee^rntfrim. 

SXB, 

Some time ago Mr. Lindsay wrote to you respecting a dispute 
the farmer of Beejooiah and one of the ohow^ies of 
oonoerning the boundaiy of the respective pergunnabs. This complaint Wi 
investigatM many months ago, and 1 have the pleasure to send you hemsrK 
a copy of the letter Mr- Lin^y wrote to the Board of Eevenne on tufi 
oecisum for your information, as also a petition presented to^mieby the 
fanntrof Bee^oorah, as you will percem nom tbeieason snbmn|ed to tba 
Bowd of Eevenoe that the land in question appertaios to Beejomh. I vOi W 
obli^ to you to order the Badessoee ohowdM to desist from violsnoe and to 
send a burkhaost to the peon suitioned them by your ordert. 

I am,ele., 

Wg. Hmiuir, 


ChUssISiv 

WwWrwwwWr w 
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No. m 


Job* Sbobb, 

Fretidmt, tad iks Membm of the 

Boatd of Emnoe^ Galoatte* 


Srtunt 


na Deember mr. 


QwmMKm, 

It if Bith infinite reliiAtaoe 1 intrade npon the leiaare of your Boird to lay Bwefc. 
hefoie you a complaint against Omaid Rezah, the zemmdar of Bannyaohangi 
«rho has only paid 6,000 oawns of this year's remoe to the end of Auglum | and, 
though every reasonable indalgenoe has been granted him, he still porsiste in 
withholding his payments. Every endeavour on my part to compel him having 
proved fruitless, lam therefore laid under the necessity of snhmittin^ this 
representation to your oonsidoration. Permit me also to remark, as he is the 
most considerable landholder in this district, this condnot has had considerable 
weight with others to follow bis example, by whioh the oollections have been 
im^ed. I request to le favoured with your orders^ and have the henemr to 
be with respeot. 

Wit, Htrdicah^ 

Acting Collector, 


No. 808. 


To Mn. W. HTnnxAK, 

Acting Collector of Bylhet. 

RivBHTnB AccouKTAirys Omen : 

nth December 1787. 

Sin, 

1 bave reoeived yonr letter of the 80th November. 

The mistake of the native establishment being two months in arrears nay 
be rectified in the aoooonts of the Bylhet CoHectorship for the present month^ Amssatt. 
by charging for August and Novenmer, bat it will be necessary to explain that 
the allowances of native establishment Inserted for the enrrant month in 

Bylhet ss^onnts were in fact for the preceding month as will appear on 
% rAmm to the Bylhet aooQfimis lor January 1786 and August 1787. 


I have, ste., 

J. B. Hauirvmr^ 

D* A* M* D* 
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No. 309. 


To John Wilubs, Esq , 

Judge of the Dewaoy Adawlat at Sjrlhet. 

SUDOBE DEWi.KT AdAULTJT. 


mk December 1787. 

[Beceived 29tb Deosmber.] 

Bib, 

Ab my duty will require me to report the receipt of the accounts of the 
CommihBion money and abstract registers from the several Dewatiy 
Adauluts, and to notice all iaBiances of neglect in of these respects to 
the Riiibt Hon^blo tlio Governor General in Council, immediately after the 
close of thii present month, permit me to remind you of the necessity of your 
tranemiiting to me all accounts, money and abstr.iot registerB that may remain 
due from your Court up to the Slst Jjooember, so as for me to receive them 
by the end of January fallowing. 

I am, etc., 

B. Cbisp. 


No. 810. 


To Mb. JoKif WiLUBS, 

CoUector of Bylhct. 


Kbvxnxtb Bspabtmbbt, 
CovNcii. Chaxbbe: 


SXB, 


TAe 19iA December 1787. 
[Eoceired do. do.] 


I am directed to acquaint you that, in consequence of your reprcBenta- 
tion to the Governor General that a Surgeon is not wanted at Bylhet, Mr. 
William Davidson has been witl^drawn £om that station. 


I am, etc., 
Hat, 
Secretary, 


To Gboboe Shee, EsQ.,t 

Magistrate of Dacca, 


No. 311. 


Stlhet : 


SxB, 


ftM December 1787. 


As no damgah of the phougedary has been yet appointed by the Naib 
Nsaim to this station, I have sent under charge fk two sepoys 12 perioiiB with 


* Sm Bengal Pael and Pretend. Tolnsie ZIV. pBfM PlBSl?. 
t Altomrdt a bmift. Sw BwtMd BeboM of Old CdkaMc. 
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the proeeedinf^ had in each eaic to be xeported by the (iarogah of yonr Court 
to the Naib Nazim, one etandti charged of ^murder, six for daootting imd five for 
theft. 


1 am, etc., 

W. Hyndmam, 
Jestnj C0lUctor* 


No. 312. 


To Mx. William Htkdman, 

Agsiiiant to the Collector of Sylbct. 


Kzvbmdx Boaxd, 


Calcutta ; 

The 28M Deetmhir 1787. 


[Eeoiivad 22nd jAnnarj 1788.] 

Six, 

Mr. WillcB haying boon appointed to the office of Collector of Syllj^t, 
vacated by the resignation of Mr. Lindsay, wo desire you will deliver over 
charge thereof to him immediately on his arrival, with all the recorcie and docu- 
ments belonging thereto. 

Wc are, elo., 

John Macxzmzix.* 


RiCUAXD JOBMSOW.'t 


No. 313. 


To Mr. Jon Wzixie, 

Collector of Sylhet. 

Council Chambsb, 
Public Dbpaxtmznt! 
The ^hth JDeeembef 1787. 


[Eeceived 21ft Janoary I78S.] 

Sir, 

1 am directed to desire that yon will prepare and tranemit ae soon 
as poeeihV a list of all the Europeans (not in the Company's eervice) who 
ate reeideot under your charge, epecifying the manner in which they are at 
preseRt employed, and their general conduct and character, as far M may 

come to your knowledge. 

<» 8«e Btngta Past and Prwnt, Voliuae XIV , page 816 
t See Bydnei Christ. Utttrso/ fParrm ffagtvnft h hn PH« 


Europe ens 
not to KMitdi^ 
without A 

Uosnue 
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Yob Ittf^lbriber dire(flUd'to apprise ibem at tliio same time that, after the 
let el next mMilii &o Bmepei^ heipff a Biitish eubjeot not in the Company's 
eervioe, erill be emiired to reside in ibe lat^rior parte of the country without 
havinj^ obtained the particular licence of the Oovemment. 

1 am, etc., 

B. Hat, 

Secfetary to Government. 


Vo. 31S. 

To Hu. JoBH Edward ^Hasimgtok, 

Deputy Acoountant*Geoeral, 

Revenue Department, Fori William. 


Sylubt . 


The Letemher 1787. 


T have rooeived your letter under date of the 10th instant. Be pleased to 
inform the Commissary General that Sylhet is not a military station, there is a 
heebundee allowance ox Kb. 1,860 per month lor the protection of the district, 
which IS dnawn and appropriated by the Collector and is obai^ed m ths 
accounts tranamittod to your office monthly undei the head of Charges General. 
Lieutenant Davidson draws Rs. 286 per month which is also charged in 
aoiounts under the article of charges collection. 


1 havci etc, 

Wm. Hindman. 
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